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Beloved, we are so very pleased to be able to get this Advent newsletter to you, hopefully, in time to be useful
for Advent and for the glorious Christmastide to come. The articles that follow were hand-picked to assist us, not
only in the preparation and practice of this most important and exquisitely beautiful season, but to prepare us also
to live in an increasingly hostile and atheistic world that is so very hostile to Our Lord and all things Christian.

May our dear Lord and Blessed Mother bless you and your families greatly as you prepare for and celebrate the
Advent of the One Who loved us and Who gave Himself for us.

D% @ >
PRACTICE OF ADVENT

by Dom Gueranger, 1910

If our holy mother the Church spends the time of Ad-
vent in this solemn preparation for the threefold com-
ing of Jesus Christ; if, after the example of the prudent
virgins, she keeps her lamp lit ready for the coming of
the Bridegroom; we, being her members and her chil-
dren, ought to enter into her spirit, and apply to ourselves
this warning of our Saviour: ‘Let your loins be girt, and
lamps burning in your hands, and ye yourselves be like
unto men who wait for their Lord (St. Luke xii. 35,36.)"’
The Church and we have, in reality, the same hopes.

Each one of us is, on the part of God, an object of mer-
cy and care, as is the Church herself. If she is the temple
of God, it is because she is built of living stones; if she
is the bride, it is because she consists of all the souls
which are invited to eternal union with God. If it is writ-
ten that the Saviour hath purchased the Church with His
own Blood (Acts xx. 28), may not each one of us say of
himself those words of St. Paul, ‘Christ hath loved me,
and hath delivered Himself up for me (Gal. ii. 20.)’? Our
destiny being the same, then, as that of the Church, we
should endeavour during Advent, to enter into the spirit
of preparation, which is, as we have seen, that of the
Church herself.

And firstly, it is our duty to join with the saints of the
old Law in asking for the Messias, and thus pay the debt
which the whole human race owes to the divine mercy.
In order to fulfil this duty with fervour, let us go back
in thought to those four thousand years, represented by
the four weeks of Advent, and reflect on the darkness
and crime which filled the world before our Saviour’s
coming. Let our hearts be filled with lively gratitude to-
wards Him who saved His creature man from death, and
who came down from heaven that He might know our
miseries by Himself experiencing them, yes, all of them

excepting sin. Let us cry to Him with confidence from
the depths of our misery; for, notwithstanding His hav-
ing saved the work of His hands, He still wishes us to
beseech Him to save us. Let therefore our desires and our
confidence have their free utterance in the ardent suppli-
cations of the ancient prophets, which the Church puts on
our lips during these days of expectation; let us give our
closest attention to the sentiments which they express.

This first duty complied with, we must next turn our
minds to the coming which our Saviour wishes to accom-
plish in our own hearts. It is, as we have seen, a coming
full of sweetness and mystery, and a consequence of the
first; for the good Shepherd comes not only to visit the
flock in general, but He extends His solicitude to each
one of the sheep, even to the hundredth which is lost.
Now, in order to appreciate the whole of this ineffable
mystery, we must remember that, since we can be pleas-
ing to our heavenly Father only inasmuch as He sees
within us His Son Jesus Christ, this amiable Saviour
deigns to come into each one of us, and transform us,
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if we will but consent, into
Himself, so that henceforth
we may live, not we, but He
in us. This is, in reality, the
one grand aim of the Chris-
tian religion, to make man
divine through Jesus Christ:
it is the task which God has
given to His Church to do,
and she says to the faithful
what St. Paul said to his Ga- |8
latians: ‘My little children, ™=
of whom I am in labour again, until Christ be formed
within you (Gal. iv. 19.)!

But as, on His entering into this world, our divine Sav-
1our first showed Himself under the form of a weak Babe,
before attaining the fullness of the age of manhood, and
this to the end that nothing might be wanting to His sac-
rifice, so does He intend to do in us; there is to be a prog-
ress in His growth within us. Now, it is at the feast of
Christmas that He delights to be born in our souls, and
that He pours out over the whole Church a grace of being
born, to which, however, not all are faithful.

For this glorious solemnity, as often as it comes round,
finds three classes of men. The first, and the smallest
number, are those who live, in all its plenitude, the life
of Jesus who is within them, and aspire incessantly af-
ter the increase of this life. The second class of souls is
more numerous; they are living, it is true, because Jesus
is in them; but they are sick and weakly, because they
care not to grow in this divine life; their charity has be-
come cold (Apoc. ii. 4.)! The rest of men make up the
third division, and are they that have no part of this life
in them, and are dead; for Christ has said : ‘I am the Life
(St. John xiv. 6.).

Now, during the season of Advent, our Lord knocks at
the door of all men’s hearts, at one time so forcibly that
they must needs notice Him; at another, so softly that it
requires attention to know that Jesus is asking admission.
He comes to ask them if they have room for Him, for
He wishes to be born in their house. The house indeed is
His, for he built it and preserves it; yet He complains that
His own refused to receive Him (Ibid. i. 11.); at least the
greater number did. ‘But as many as received Him, He
gave them power to be made the sons of God, born not of
blood, nor of the flesh, but of God (Ibid. 12, 13.).”

He will be born, then, with
" more beauty and lustre and
might than you have hither-
. to seen in Him, O ye faithful
ones, who hold Him within
you as your only treasure,
and who have long lived no
other life than His, shaping
your thoughts and works on
the model of His. You will
feel the necessity of words
to suit and express your
love; such words as He delights to hear you speak to
Him. You will find them in the holy liturgy.

You, who have had Him within you without know-
ing Him, and have possessed Him without relishing the
sweetness of His presence, open your hearts to welcome
Him, this time, with more care and love. He repeats His
visit of this year with an untiring tenderness; He has for-
gotten your past slights; He would ‘that all things be
new (Apoc. xxi. 5.).” Make room for the divine Infant,
for He desires to grow within your soul. The time of
His coming is close at hand : let your heart, then, be
on the watch; and lest you should slumber when He ar-
rives, watch and pray, yea, sing. The words of the liturgy
are intended also for your use : they speak of darkness,
which only God can enlighten; of wounds, which only
His mercy can heal; of a faintness, which can be braced
only by His divine energy.

And you, Christians, for whom the good tidings are as
things that are not, because you are dead in sin, lo! He
who is very life is coming among you. Yes, whether this
death of sin has held you as its slave for long years, or
has but freshly inflicted on you the wound which made
you its victim, Jesus, your Life, is coming: ‘why, then,
will you die? He desireth not the death of the sinner, but
rather that he be converted and live (Ezechiel xviii. 31,
32.).” The grand feast of His birth will be a day of mercy
for the whole world; at least, for all who will give Him
admission into their hearts: they will rise to life again
in Him, their past life will be destroyed, and where sin
abounded, there grace will more abound (Rom. v. 20.).

But, if the tenderness and the attractiveness of this
mysterious coming make no impression on you, be-
cause your heart is too weighed down to be able to rise
to confidence, and because, having so long drunk sin
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like water, you know not what it is to long with love for
the caresses of a Father whom you have slighted--then
turn your thoughts to that other coming, which is full of
terror, and is to follow the silent one of grace that is now
offered. Think within yourselves, how this earth of ours
will tremble at the approach of the dread Judge; how the
heavens will flee from before His face, and fold up as
a book (Apoc. vi. 14.); how man will wince under His
angry look; how the creature will wither away with fear,
as the two-edged sword, which comes from the mouth
of his Creator (Ibid. i. 16.), pierces him; and how sinners
will cry out, Ye mountains, fall on us! ye rocks, cover us
(St. Luke xxiii. 30.)!” Those unhappy souls who would
not know the time of their visitation (Ibid. xix. 44.), shall
then vainly wish to hide themselves from the face of Je-
sus. They shut their hearts against this Man-God, who,
in His excessive love for them, wept over them: there-
fore, on the day of judgment they will descend alive into
those everlasting fires, whose flame devoureth the earth
with her increase, and burneth the foundations of the
mountains (Deut. xxxii. 22.). The worm that never dieth
(St. Mark ix. 43.), the useless eternal repentance, will
gnaw them for ever.

Let those, then, who are not touched by the tidings of
the coming of the heavenly Physician and the good Shep-
herd who giveth His life for His sheep, meditate during
Advent on the awful yet certain
truth, that so many render the
redemption unavailable to
themselves by refusing to
co-operate in their own

salvation. They may
treat the Child who is to
be born with disdain (Is.

ix. 6.); but He is also the
¥ mighty God, and do they

think they can withstand Him
on that day, when He is to come, not to save, as now,
but to judge? Would that they knew more of this divine
Judge, before whom the very saints tremble! Let these,

also, use the liturgy of this season, and they will there
learn how much He is to be feared by sinners.

We would not imply by this that only sinners need to
fear; no, every Christian ought to fear. Fear, when there
is no nobler sentiment with it, makes man a slave; when
it accompanies love, it is a feeling which fills the heart
of a child who has offended his father, yet seeks for par-
don; when, at length, love casteth out fear (St. John iv.
18.), even then this holy fear will sometimes come, and,
like a flash of lightning, pervade the deepest recesses of
the soul. It does the soul good. She wakes up afresh to
a keener sense of her own misery and of the unmerited
mercy of her Redeemer. Let no one, therefore, think that
he may safely pass his Advent without taking any share
in the holy fear which animates the Church. She, though
so beloved by God, prays to Him to give her this fear;
and every day, in her Office of Sext, she thus cries out to
Him: ‘Pierce my flesh with Thy fear.” It is, however, to
those who are beginning a good life, that this part of the
Advent liturgy will be peculiarly serviceable.

It is evident, from what we have said, that Advent is
a season specially devoted to the exercises of what is
called the purgative life, which is implied in that expres-
sion of St. John, so continually repeated by the Church
during this holy time: Prepare ye the way of the Lord!
Let all, therefore, strive earnestly to make straight the
path by which Jesus will enter into their souls. Let the
just, agreeably to the teaching of the apostle, forget the
things that are behind (Phil. iii. 13.), and labour to ac-
quire fresh merit. Let sinners begin at once and break
the chains which now enslave them. Let them give up
those bad habits which they have contracted. Let them
weaken the flesh, and enter upon the hard work of sub-
jecting it to the spirit. Let them, above all things, pray
with the Church. And when our Lord comes, they may
hope that He will not pass them by, but that He will enter
and dwell within them; for He spoke of all when He said
these words: ‘Behold I stand at the gate and knock: if
any man shall hear My voice and open to Me the door, I
will come in unto him (Apoc. iii. 20).’

e

ing from Joseph Pronechen.
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Advent, as we celebrate, points not only to Our Lord’s First Coming to earth, but also to the End Times and to His
Second Coming. Saint Vincent Ferrer is known as the “Angel of the Apocalypse” and above all as “the Saint who
foretold what the end of the world will be like.” Here is a truly wonderful summary account of his life and preach-
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When the Pope used the term ‘Angel of
the Apocalypse’ in the Middle Ages, people
knew he was talking about St. Vincent Ferrer.
St. Vincent Ferrer earned the title preaching
the Gospel powerfully and persuasively, of- &
ten on the Final Judgment and the coming of &
the Antichrist. Even Pius II’s Bull of Canon- §&
ization called St. Vincent Ferrer “the Angel of B
the Apocalypse, flying through the heavens [
to announce the day of the Last Judgment, to
evangelize the inhabitants of the earth.”

This year marks the 600th anniversary of
St. Vincent Ferrer’s death on April 5, 1419,
yet his words remain as powerful and neces-
sary as ever. Before looking at his preach-
ing on the Last Judgment, the Antichrist and
the End of the World, let’s understand how
powerful a preacher he was all over Europe,
beginning in his native Spain, by looking at a
mere speck of who he reached and the mira-
cles he performed.

As a Dominican priest, Vincent Fer-
rer preached in his own native language or
Latin, yet wherever he went, everyone mi-
raculously understood his every word as if he
were preaching in their language. Sinners by
the thousands, even the most hardened, re-
pented. When the curious Moorish king sent
for him, after Vincent Ferrer gave just three
sermons, 8,000 Moors converted and wanted to be bap-
tized. Modest estimates put his conversion of Jews in
city after city in Spain at 25,000.

At one major church conference, Vincent’s preaching
saw 14 of 16 rabbis converted on the spot. In Toledo,
as Jews became Christians, they turned their synagogue
into a church under the Blessed Mother.

Like Jesus raising the widow of Naim’s son, through
the power of Christ St. Vincent stopped a funeral pro-
cession and commanded the corpse to rise, restoring the
dead man to life. In all, he restored 28 dead people back
to life. Even after he died, two dead people placed on his
tomb came back to life.

He cured countless physical infirmities, working won-
ders through the name of Jesus and the Sign of the Cross.

The Prophetic Saint Who Foretold What the End of the World Will Be Like

Alonso Cano, “St. Vincent Ferrer Preaching,” c. 1645

In one, he restored the use of the limbs of an incurably
crippled boy who eventually became the Bishop of Bar-
celona.

In confession, he could read souls. He shared heav-
enly previews of future events, such as telling a mother
her little son would become pope and canonize him —
which happened as the boy became Callixtus III. (At
the canonization Vincent Ferrer’s body was found incor-
rupt.) Earlier, during a Barcelona famine, he announced
two ships were coming loaded with corn. Nobody be-
lieved. That same day, as predicted, the ships arrived.

Highly devoted to the Blessed Mother, he preached
and demonstrated the power of the Rosary through im-
mediate conversion obtained through praying it.
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Preaching the Last Judgement

Jesus will come not like his first coming, in humility
and poverty, but “in such majesty and power that the
whole world will tremble,” began Angel of the Apoc-
alypse in a sermon. When he powerfully detailed the
glory and the horror of separating the sheep and goats
described in Matthew 25, record has it sinners were
frightened and cried. He wanted them to do so because
he himself was fearful of that day and fearful for all
those he preached to.

Vincent told the throngs: People will say ‘to the moun-
tains and the rocks: Fall upon us, and hide us from the
face of him who sits upon the throne, and from the wrath
of the Lamb’ (Revelation 6:16). Yet Jesus said, ‘But
when these things begin to come to pass, look up, and
lift up your heads,” ‘because your redemption is at hand’
(Luke 21:28).The Blessed Mother shall sit with him. Je-
sus will separate the peoples of the nations as a shepherd
separates sheep from goats.

St. Vincent cautioned, “On that day it will be better to
be a sheep of Jesus Christ than to have been a pope, or
king, or emperor.”

Vincent powerfully detailed five virtues revealed in
Scripture that distinguishes the sheep: ‘‘simple inno-
cence, ample mercy, steadfast patience, true obedi-
ence, and worthy penance.”

4@‘3 First, simple innocence is when a person
“ “lives simply, nor hurts anyone in his heart, by

hating, nor by defaming in speech, nor strik-
ing with hands, nor by stealing. Such a life “is
called simple innocence, which makes a man a sheep of
Christ.”

In each case, St. Vincent next colorfully details reasons
why. A sheep doesn’t attack with horns like a bull...nor
bite with its teeth like a wolf, nor strike with hooves like
ahorse... if you wish to be a sheep of Christ, you should
strike no one with horns of knowledge or of power, for
lawyers strike, by the horns of knowledge, jurists, ad-
vocates, or men who have great knowledge. Merchants
by deceiving others. Lords and bullies strike with the
horns of power, plundering or injuring, and extorting,
using calumnies and threats, and the like. Listen to what
the Lord says by the mouth of David: ‘And I will break
all the horns of sinners: but the horns of the just shall be
exalted’ (Psalm 74:11).

“Biting” is to defame your neighbor’s reputation and
devour by saying “nothing good praising someone but
only the bad,” so “defamers are not the sheep of Christ,
but wolves of hell.”

Kicking like horses means to despise. Therefore, he
warns, “children, do not hate your parents; nor parents,
children; nor young people, old folks; nor the healthy,
the sick; nor rich, the poor; nor masters, their servants;
nor prelates, their clergy; and vice versa. It is clear what
is simple innocence.”

Second, ample mercy means distributing
your God-given temporal and spiritual gifts
to the needy. “Because,” Vincent illustrates,
“among all the animals a sheep is the most
beneficial of animals. For the sheep by growing wool
shows us mercy and benefits of mercy, because how
many poor people does a sheep clothe?” Sheep give
milk and food to eat too. We imitate and give love this
way: our wool is “external and temporal goods, bread
and wine, money and clothes and the like.” The milk is
“interior and spiritual goods, by giving good teaching
to the ignorant... If you have the milk of knowledge,
of devotion, or of eloquence, you should give to those
not having them.” Vincent reminds us of Jesus telling
the sheep, “For I was hungry, and you gave me to eat; I
was thirsty, and you gave me to drink... naked, and you
covered me” (Matthew 25:35-36).

Third, steadfast patience takes different
forms, such as when someone “suffering from
injuries inflicted or spoken to him does not
want to concern himself with taking revenge.
Rather he loves everyone in general and prays for them
all.” The analogy? The “sheep is a most patient animal,
for if harassed while eating, or if struck, it does not de-
fend itself but goes elsewhere, nor does it avenge itself
like a dog or a goat would do, but humbly yields. O
blessed is the person, man or woman, who has such pa-
tience, and takes no vengeance for injuries, but forgives,
as God forgives him.”

all thoughts, words and actions according to
God’s will, not ours, just as sheep are so obe-
dient that a child with a staff “can easily guide
30 or 40 sheep.” Remember Psalm 23? Remember Je-
sus illustrating the shepherd was able to leave 99 safely
alone as he searched for the lost sheep?
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Vincent Ferrer’s simple summary for the shepherd’s
commands includes these: “First that we live humbly”
because Jesus said “learn of me, because I am meek,
and humble of heart” (Matthew 11:29). Those with
pride aren’t Christ’s sheep but the devil’s goats. Second,
give with mercy and generosity. Who “disobediently
go by the way of avarice by committing usury, rob-
bery, theft, etc., are not sheep of Christ, but goats of the
devil.” Next, we must “walk by the way of cleanness,
of chastity, etc.” Matthew 19:12). “Whoever therefore
goes by the way of uncleanness and the filthiness of lust
and carnality, such is not a sheep of Christ but a goat of
the devil.”

Fifth, worthy penance must be performed
for sins we’ve committed. The Angel of the
Apocalypse emphasizes no one is exempt from
sin, as Ecclesiastes (7:21) noted, “For there is
no just man upon earth that does good, and sins not.”

“Therefore worthy penance is necessary, by sorrowing
for sins and proposing not to relapse, confessing, and
making satisfaction. And in this way penance makes a
man a sheep of Christ.” To make the analogy, he explains
in detail how a sheep is modest, but concludes a goat re-
flects “the notoriously shameless person, because every-
one knows his wicked life and sins, like wicked clergy,
and other notorious cohabiters, nor do they wish to cover
it up with the tail of penitence; they are impenitent.”

The End of World and the Antichrist

St. Vincent Ferrer not only preached about these in de-
tail but explained them in a letter to Pope Benedict XIII
in 1412. Because his sermon is very long, encompassing
explanations that focus on Luke 21:25-28, we’ll touch
only on the highlights.

Jesus “warns us of the great evils and tribulations
which are to come at the end of the world, and tells us of
the signs which will precede His coming in judgment,”
the Angel of the Apocalypse begins. He knew the Bible
by heart and connected everything to Scripture.

God doesn’t leave us clueless. In his mercy, he often
sends signs, “so that people forewarned of impending
tribulation by means of these signs, through prayer and
good works, may obtain in the tribunal of mercy a re-
versal of the sentence passed against them by God the
judge in the heavenly courts; or at least by penance and

amendment of life, may prepare themselves against the
impending affliction.” Remember Noah, and Jonah?

Three of the “greatest and most terrible” afflictions will
be “Antichrist, a man but a diabolical one; second, the
destruction by fire of the terrestrial world; third, the uni-
versal judgment. And with these tribulations the world
will come to an end.” Providence will give us warning
signs in the heavens — sun, moon and stars.

The first is “Antichrist, a diabolical man, who will
bring distress on the whole world.” He will deceive
Christians in four ways.

First, in the sign of the sun (Luke 21:25). Vincent
Ferrer explains, “In Holy Scripture Christ is called the

Sun. ... Taking the word etymologically, we have: su-
per omnia lucens — ‘shining above all things’... God
the Father sent Him into the world, saying: ‘But unto
you who fear my name the Sun of justice shall arise’
(Malachi 4:2).” So what’s the sign given by the sun for
arrival of the enemy?

St. Vincent reveals St. Matthew gives it precisely: “The
sun will not give its light.” How’s that? Vincent explains
the sun will and cannot be darkened in itself, but only
when clouds obscure it:

In the same way, in the time of Antichrist, the Sun of
justice will be obscured by the interposition of temporal
goods and the wealth which Antichrist will bestow on
the world, inasmuch as the brightness of faith in Jesus
Christ and the glow of good lives will no longer shine
among Christians. For, lest they should lose their do-
minion, temporal rulers, kings and princes will range
themselves on the side of Antichrist. In like manner,
prelates for fear of losing their dignities, and religious
and priests to gain honors and riches, will forsake the
Faith of Christ and adhere to Antichrist. Now he will be
a veritable man, but so proud that, not only will he de-
sire to have universal dominion in the whole world, but
will even demand to be called a god, and will insist on
receiving divine worship.

The evil one will be able to accomplish this because
Daniel (11:43) prophesies — ‘He shall control the
riches of gold and silver and all the treasures of Egypt.’
“With this wealth he will gather together in arms all the
nations of the world, to fight against those who oppose
him — (Revelation 20:7)” and “seduce the nations” and
“peoples, that is, with gold and silver and honors.”
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St. Vincent continues, “There will indeed be signs in
the Sun of justice, for then it will be obscured in the
hearts of Christians, since from those hearts it will not
give forth the light of Faith; all preaching of a better
life will cease, owing to the interposition of... clouds of
temporal goods.”

Materialism Takes Over

St. Vincent tells us in every case why God all-powerful
would permit this error. The answer is the same — Wis-
dom 11:17: “By what things a man sinneth, by the same
also is he tormented.”

“If therefore you do not wish to be deceived, now
with all your hearts contemn and despise all earthly
goods, and long for those of heaven, considering that
the goods of this world are transitory and empty, while
heavenly and celestial goods are eternal. In this way
you will be strong.”

Next, signs in the moon. “In the Holy Scripture the
moon signifies our holy Mother the Universal Church,
which implies the worldwide union of Christians.” Re-
flecting the moon’s phases, the Church in the last phase
“no longer in the state in which Christ founded it,” but
“turned round to pride, pomp and vanity... mercy and
liberality are changed into simony, usury and rapine;
chastity becomes licentiousness, uncleanness and cor-
ruption; the brightness of virtue is changed into envy
and malignity; temperance has become gluttony and
voracity; patience has given place to anger, war and di-
visions among the peoples; diligence is superseded by
negligence.”

Christ warned us: “There will arise false christs and
false prophets. And they will show great signs and won-
ders in so much to deceive, if possible, even the elect”
Matthew (24:24). Fooled with false “miracles.” “Since
the people of the world sin against God by having re-
course to the works of the devil, such as divination and
fortunetelling... instead of laying their needs before the
omnipotent God.” Think of all the occult around today.

Don’t be deceived but “place the whole of your faith
and confidence in the name of Jesus Christ., and refuse
to acknowledge any miracle unless it is worked in that

the-world-will-be-like)

same name; and so you will be strong against seduction.”

Third, ‘“‘Stars shall fall from heaven,” Christ said
(Matthew 24:29). Looking to Daniel (12:3), Vincent
proves that this refers to the masters, doctors, and licen-
tiates in theology, some of whom “will fall from heav-
en, that is from the heights of the Faith (Daniel 11:36).
Christ also permits this “because of the scandalous and
wicked lives and the many sins” of some.

Christ warns us (24:21): “For there shall then be great
tribulation such as hath not been from the beginning of
the world until now, neither shall be. And unless those
days had been shortened, no flesh should be saved; but
for the sake of the elect those days shall be shortened.”

The Antichrist will reign for three and a half years,
1,290 days. When he is slain “by lightning on Mount
Olivet and his death has been made widely known
throughout the world, this our earth will exist for 45
more days; I do not say years, but days” (Daniel 12:11-
12). The Doctors said “these 45 days will be given by
God for the conversion of those who have been seduced
by Antichrist, but Antichrist will have left behind him so
great riches and pleasure that hardly any of the nations
will be converted to the Faith of Christ. For there is no
savior but Christ, and yet they will not be converted.”
In Luke 17 Christ warns us it will be like in the days of
Noah and Lot when people went about as usual.

Then “a certain dreadful expectation of the judgment
and the rage of a fire shall consume the adversaries”
(Hebrews 10:27). As David says (Psalm 96:3): “A fire
shall go before him and shall burn his enemies round
about. His lightnings have shone forth to the world; the
earth saw and trembled. The mountains melted like wax
at the presence of the Lord; at the presence of the Lord
of all the earth.”

“Therefore,” Vincent Ferrer warns, “do penance
now, forgive injuries, make restitution of any ill-gotten
goods, live up to and confess your religion; If it were
certain that in a short time this town was going to be de-
stroyed by fire, would you not exchange all your immov-
able goods for something that you could take away with
you?” —Only the treasure piled up already in heaven.

(The above article is from: https://www.ncregister.com/blog/the-prophetic-saint-who-foretold-what-the-end-of-




HOW THEN SHALL WE LIVE?

The duties of the layman in evil days

By Alan Fimister
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“Actually I am a Christian, and indeed a Roman Catholic, so that I do not expect ‘history’to be anything but

a ‘long defeat’— though it contains ... some samples or glimpses of final victory” . . .J.R.R. Tolkien

These are relatively miserable times from a Catholic
point of view. Tolkien’s “long defeat” is beginning to
look like a rout. But such impressions are almost by
definition illusory. The Church is sent into the world to
gather into one the scattered children of God. To collect
like a dragnet men of every tribe and tongue and people
and nation. It is for God to throw back the bad fish and
gather in the good. Everyone He intended to gather in
shall be gathered in. We need not fear. “I give them eter-
nal life, and they shall never perish, and no one shall
snatch them out of my hand” (John 10:28). “Fear not,
little flock, for it hath pleased your Father to give you a
kingdom” (Luke 12:32).

What we should fear is that we ourselves might be
thrown back for not playing our part in His purposes as
adopted sons but merely as hired men. It is the mark of
the trueborn son that He freely assumes the form of a
slave to the glory of His Father and of the false son that
he squanders his substance on riotous living. As St Paul
says, “I chastise my body, and bring it into subjection:
lest perhaps, when I have preached to others, I myself
should become a castaway”(1 Cor 9:27), and a “neces-
sity is laid upon me. Woe to me if I do not preach the
gospel!” (1 Cor 9:16); all of which is to say that, if we

do our part and pray and hope, we have nothing to fear.

The temporal triumph of the Church is a pleasant side
effect and nothing that we seek for its own sake. And,
like many a pleasant side effect, it brings temptations of
its own. But surely this pleasant side effect is the natural
concomitant of our doing our duty and its absence is a
sign that woe is indeed upon us and we may very well
be cast away?

Undoubtedly. As St. John Henry Newman says, “Com-
monly the Church has nothing more to do than to go on
in her own proper duties, in confidence and peace; to
stand still and to see the salvation of God.” The fact that
we are not seeing this is a very good sign that church-
men are not going on in their own proper duties, not
teaching, not sanctifying and not governing. But what
is that to us? If our shepherds are worthy, we must pray
God to keep them so; if not, to make them so. It is all
one. There is no failure of prelatial duty that can prevent
us from doing our duty; at least not in any way that can
be held against us.

What is that duty? To be perfect (cf. Matthew 5:48).
How is it to be accomplished? Cardinal Newman has a
simple formula:
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“If you ask me what you are to do in order to be per-
fect, I say:

* Do not lie in bed beyond the due time of rising;
* Give your first thoughts to God;

* Make a good visit to the Blessed Sacrament;
* Say the Angelus devoutly,

* Eat and drink to God’s glory;

* Say the Rosary well;

e Be recollected;

* Keep out bad thoughts;

* Make your evening meditation well;

e Examine yourself daily;

* Go to bed in good time.

* And you are already perfect.”

Josemaria Escriva has a pleasing reflection on the op-
portunity afforded by the alarm clock to begin one’s day
with an act of heroic virtue. “The heroic minute. It is the
time fixed for getting up. Without hesitation: a super-
natural reflection and. .. up! The heroic minute: here you
have a mortification that strengthens your will and does
no harm to your body.”

This is all very well but surely, we are supposed to be
conquering the world for Christ? Did not Vatican Il itself
say, “the effort to infuse a Christian spirit into the men-
tality, customs, laws, and structures of the community in
which one lives, is so much the duty and responsibility
of the laity that it can never be performed properly by
others”? Surely, getting out of bed on time and saying
the Rosary cannot suffice in and of itself? Certainly, the
idea that we might infuse a Christian spirit into the men-
tality, customs, laws, and structures of the communities
in which we live seems very remote today. And yet, it
would have seemed remote in Leo XIII’s day, when Ma-
sons reigned in every government and the pope was the
prisoner of the Vatican. His remedy was also the Rosary.
And for the better part of eighty years, it prevailed, until
his wisdom was forgotten. The Church did experience
temporal triumph and those temptations came and we
fell for them.

The joyful mysteries, Leo XIII reminded us, teach us
to value the simplicity of a holy family life, the sorrow-
ful that the days of our years are labour and sorrow, the
glorious that we seek the city that is above. Padre Pio

called the Rosary “my weapon” and Pius XII called it
“David’s sling.” “For our wrestling,” St. Paul teaches, “is
not against flesh and blood; but against principalities and
powers, against the rulers of the world of this darkness,
against the spirits of wickedness in the high places.”

J “We do not hesitate to affirm again publicly
that We put great confidence in the Holy Rosary
for the healing of evils which afflict our times.
Not with force, not with arms, not with human
power, but with Divine help obtained through
the means of this prayer, strong like David with
his sling, the Church undaunted shall be able to
confront the infernal enemy, repeating to him the
words of the young shepherd: ‘Thou comest to me
with a sword, and a spear, and with a shield; but
I come to thee in the name of the Lord of Hosts,
the God of armies ... and all this assembly shall
know that the Lord saveth not with sword and
spear, for this is his battle, and he will deliver

you into our hands’ (I Samuel 17, 45-47).”

\ Pius XII, Ingruentium malorum (1951) §15

But surely even this alarm clock heeding, Rosary
praying, Blessed Sacrament visiting, Angelus observ-
ing, conscience examining, temperate, recollected,
meditative laity must just occasionally “give a reason
for the hope that is in them” (1 Peter 3:15). Indeed, as
a wise priest once observed, “St Francis is falsely al-
leged to have said, ‘Preach the Gospel at all times and
if necessary use words.”” But as anyone who imagines
he will be converting people by his works is going to
hell for presumption, you had better start preaching.”
Does Cardinal Newman have any advice for that mo-
ment? He does:

“I want a laity, not arrogant, not rash in speech,
not disputatious, but men who know their religion,
who enter into it, who know just where they stand,
who know what they hold, and what they do not,
who know their creed so well, that they can give an
account of it, who know so much of history that they
can defend it. I want an intelligent, well-instructed
laity; I am not denying you are such already: but 1
mean to be severe, and, as some would say, exor-
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bitant in my demands, I wish you to enlarge your and keep in mind that you have souls to be judged
knowledge, to cultivate your reason, to get an in- and to be saved.”

sight into the relation of truth to truth, to learn to There are theories a lot more absurd than Protestant-
view things as they are, to understand how faith s stalking the land these days, which make our task at
and reason stand to each other, what are the bases  gnce easier and harder. But if we put on the full armour
and principles of Catholicism, and where lie the of God, shoulder the shield of faith and take in hand the
main inconsistencies and absurdities of the Protes- sword of the spirit that is the word of God then, as St
tant theory. I have no apprehension you will be the Dominic told St Francis, so long as we “stand together

worse Catholics for familiarity with these subjects,
provided you cherish a vivid sense of God above,

= © -

... no foe shall prevail against us”.

Mother Miriam, we are so very concerned about the growth and holiness of our families in the midst of the
increasing evil of our world. Could you give us some guidance on how to protect our families in what ap-
pears to be an increasing threat of persecution?

Yes, dear ones. I think the best counsel I could pass on is that which has been given us by His Excellency Bishop
Athanasius Schneider in an interview he gave to LifeSiteNews, to which I’ve added some thoughts:

. . . From Mother’s Heart
fo Your Home. ..
Surviving as a Catholic Family
in an Increasingly Evil World

Bishop Athanasius Schneider of Kazakhstan, one of the holiest, most courageous and most orthodox bishops of
the Church today, grew up with his family under the terror of a communist regime. This is an excerpt from his
amazing testimony, given in an interview with LifeSiteNews:

“I would say that I had the privilege to live in a time of persecution of the faith and of the Church, because
such persecution gives you a foundation for all your life. It is a grace. And therefore, in some way, [ would
not characterize the time of persecution always negatively. God uses these circumstances of persecution in
several degrees for our [good], to purify our faith, to strengthen our faith. So, in this way, I would see the
persecution [coming ] from the modern society — as you [mentioned], against the family — also as a chance
to be purified, to be strengthened.”’

Bishop Schneider said that “being a Catholic ‘family’ in the truest sense of the word is the key to survival.”

In this most outstanding interview, Bishop Schneider gave Catholic parents the roadmap to surviving in what he
called, a “heretical wasteland.”

1. See persecution as a grace from God for becoming purified and strengthened, not simply as something nega-
tive.

2. Become rooted yourself in the Catholic faith through study of the Catechism.

3. Protect your family’s integrity above all else.

i https://www lifesitenews.com/news/video-bishop-schneider-12-steps-to-surviving-as-a-catholic-family-in-a-mora/
ii Ibid.
iiilbid.
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Catechize your children as your first duty.

Pray with your children daily, such as litanies and the Rosary.

Turn your home into a domestic church.

In the absence of a priest and Sunday Mass, make spiritual communion.

Withdraw your family from a parish spreading error and attend a faithful parish, even if you have to travel far.

P J 1IN E

Withdraw your children from school if they are encountering immoral danger in sex-ed.
10. If you cannot withdraw your children, establish a coalition of parents to fight for that right.
11. Fight for parental rights using available democratic tools.

12. Be prepared for persecution in protecting your children (see first point).

“From my experience of the time of the persecution,” Bishop Schneider continued, “the vital importance is the
family, the integrity of the family, and that both parents are deeply rooted in the faith. This is then transmitted to
the children. I would like to say that the children have to receive the faith with the milk of the mother. And then
the first task of the parents is to transmit to the children the purity, the beauty, the integrity of the Catholic faith in
a simple manner.”"

The Bishop has given us further help, not merely for the times in which we live, but, again, for all times. Sum-
marized in his interview with LifeSiteNews are the following counsels:"

* Parents need to rise up to the responsibility of creating an environment within the home where children can
flourish spiritually;

e This is today the main task for families: To establish a culture of domestic churches;

e If children are being poisoned outside the home, such as in school, through hedonistic and nihilistic sex-edu-
cation programs, then parents have the “obligation” to withdraw their children;

* “You cannot expose your children to an immoral danger. It is impossible. Catholic parents, in defending their
children from this immorality, have to be even ready to suffer, yes, to suffer consequences . . . If a country’s
laws make it impossible for withdrawal, he added, then parents should band together and fight for the right
using whatever democratic means are available.

* If children are being poisoned from the pulpit, the same logic applies and parents must find a faithful parish,
he said, calling unfaithful priests and bishops “traitors of the faith.”

* “When pastors or members of the hierarchy contradict the teaching of Christ, the teaching of the perpetual
Magisterium of the Church, of the Catechism, you have to withdraw your children from these churches, and
not to go to them, even if you have to travel [far to a faithful church].”

ivIbid.
v https://www lifesitenews.com/news/video-bishop-schneider-12-steps-to-surviving-as-a-catholic-family-in-a-mora/

“The final battle between the
Lord and the kingdom of Satan
will be about Marriage and
the Family. Don’t be afraid,”
she added, ‘“because whoever
works for the sanctity of
Marriage and the Family will
always be fought against and
_ opposed in every way, because

the battle of our day . .. | this is the decisive issue.”

Dear ones, I sincerely believe that if we ignore or post-
pone the counsel of Godly men, we do so at our peril
and the loss of our children. It is never too late to begin,
to change our values, our lifestyles, our priorities, and,
most importantly, our more sure road to Heaven.

Our Lady of Fatima’s words to Sister Lucia dos San-
tos, one of the three children who witnessed Our Lady’s
apparitions at Fatima, are no secret and give reason for
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Mother, I have a feeling that the times we are living in and entering into may be worse than we know. Yet
you and your community seem to be just beginning to build a home in Winnsboro, Texas, which I under-
stand is turning into a farm! You are taking in more Sisters, teaching the faith, helping families, continuing
your radio program, and who knows what else?!

Yes, dear friend. I bless God for every breath and new day He gives us to live for Him. I believe we are the most
privileged people on the face of the earth. We have what everyone needs: the Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ and
the truth of the Church He established to bring us to Heaven. God help us if we keep such treasure to ourselves.

_ Could you bring us somewhat up to date on what’s been
s  happening in Winnsboro?

Yes. Our first and current major project is to transform our ini-
tial “cloister” (once a motel of 8 rooms) into a cloister of 24
cells. Here is a photo of our current structure . . .

- — -
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Our current structure
(a previous motel of 8 rooms)

Wow, Mother, that new rendering is
beautiful!

Yes, I agree. There is only one problem: the
price we were given for the reconstruction
was $500,000. We did receive that amount . .

And a rendering of our proposed cloister . . .
from a most generous donor. However, not (Note: that is actually Mother Miriam in the black veil talking to two Sisters!)
only is the construction costing twice that
amount, but it does not include the exterior of the building, the cost of which would be prohibitive for us. So we are
searching for alternatives.

In the interim, our growing farm is in full bloom. Just a few photos to introduce you
to our animal family:

Cofa s TRl E - =

Our first sheep: Baruch, Zipporah and Kevin Mother with 4-month-old lamb,
Placid, our newest addition

Our first chickens at 4 days old!
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Almost all grown and ready for the coop! Newly arrived ducks Samson, the sweetest, most gentle Rottweiler (!)
you would ever meet . . . except if you would dare to
harm any of the chickens or ducks!

Our cats who have traveled
with us from Tulsa, OK, to
Beloit, KS, to our forever
home in Texas:

Gretchen — the Mother Sydney Francine

Sister Gertrude Marie’s Final Vows!

Best of all is our wonderfully blossoming community of beautiful Sis-
ters. More women have written to enter than we can possibly take in
prior, at least, to the completion of our cloister. Here, however, are our
newest novices, postulants and, blessed be God, our second Mother! In
the Benedictine tradition, once a Sister has taken her Final (Perpetual)
Vows, she is no longer “Sister,” but becomes “Mother.” God willing, we
would have a million Mothers for the world!

The new Mother Gertrude Marie of the Sacred Heart with
His Excellency Bishop Strickland, Mother Gertrude’s Eamily,
friends and Sisters of our Community

Bishop Strickland celebrating High Mass in
our Chapel for Sister Gertrude’s Final Vows
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From left to right: Victoria (Postulant), Sister
Faustina Marie of the Merciful Savior (Novice),
Adrienne (Postulant), Reverend Mother Miriam
of the Lamb of God (Prioress), Ellen (Postulant),

Mother Gertrude Marie of the Sacred Heart, Sister

Marie Bernard of the Precious Blood (Novice)

Mother Gertrude with Bishop Strickland, her birth Mother, Ann Marie Carroll, and
her sisters, Theresa and Marie

One last item we would like to include. I think it
may be the fourth Christmas newsletter in a row
that we are including it. But, to me, it is an exqui-
site picture of a deeply Catholic traditional fam-
ily celebrating the most blessed of happenings in
our universe: the Advent of the God of Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob coming to earth, taking on flesh
in a Virgin’s womb and being born, according to
4,000 years of prophecy, in a manger in Beth-
lehem. Why? Why was the King of kings and
Lord of lords born in a stable and not in a royal
palace which would have been infinitely more
fitting for a King? Why? Because He was (and
is) the Lamb of God . . . and lambs are born in
stables, not palaces. A million eternities and

Our Lady, Seat of Wisdom

“Send her out of thy heaven,
and from the throne of thy majesty,
that she may be with me,
and may labor with me,
that I may know what is acceptable with thee:
For she knoweth and

all the sacrifices we could give through all the understandeth all things,

1d b ffici hank Him f h ] . H and shall lead me soberly in my works,
ages would not be sufficient to thank Him for the salvation He and shall preserve me by her power.”
has accomplished for us . . . the Lamb for sinners slain. (Wisdom 9:10-11)

How worthy, how very worthy He is, of our all. We leave you

. . . . . . . Perpetual Vows of
with this true life recguntmg of the family of M.1chae1 Matt., carried Sister (now Mother) Gertrude Marie
on from one generation to the next, and continued to this day. I of the Sacred Heart, 0.S.B.
thank Michael, his father and grandfather for the heritage they have at the Priory of

Our Lady of Guadalupe of the
Daughters of Mary, Mother of Israel’s Hope
on the Feast of Saint Michael the Archangel

September 29, 2024

left for the Matt Family, and through them, for us.
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Waiting for the Christ Child

Michael J. Matt, Editor, The Remnant

Editor’s Note: Each year around Christmastime we post this short, personal Christmas reflection which of-
fers an alternative custom to the celebration of the great Feast. I wrote it some years ago, and every year since I
receive email from new visitors to this site gently chastising The Remnant for not posting it earlier in Advent so
as to allow time for families to adopt as their own some of the customs herein suggested. Over the years many
Catholic families have adopted the old Christ Child tradition, believing it to be a beautiful means of restor-
ing the true meaning of Christmas while strengthening Catholic identity in children. And it can be gradually
implemented, of course. Out of respect for her childhood tradition, my wife and I still invite Santa Claus (St.
Nicholas) to visit our home on Christmas morning but in a dramatically reduced capacity, perhaps leaving a few
stocking stuffers above the mantle and moving on. Christmas is all about midnight and Christmas Eve and the
Christ Child. And a truly happy, holy and merry Christmas remains forever predicated on careful observance of
Advent. No Christmas trees, no lights, no good things to eat until December 25, when the time of waiting comes
to an end and all of Christendom rejoices over an event so magnificent even a two-year-old will never forget it.
Christ is to be born—and the world, the flesh and the Devil will never change that reality, no matter how hard

they try. Happy Holidays? Yeah, right! A fruitful Advent to all visitors to this site. MJM

This will be the fourth Christmas since my father
passed away. I suppose everyone misses deceased fam-
ily members most this time of year; I know I do. My
father loved Christmas! I sometimes wonder, in fact,
what impact his larger-than-life celebrations of the
birth of Christ had on the faith of his nine children,
each of whom continues to practice the old Faith to
this day. He believed that, just as Advent—the “mini-
Lent”—was to be kept well, with plenty of spiritual and
corporal works of mercy, so too should Christmas be
téted with all the merrymaking and gusto a
Catholic family can muster.

He knew that children are not
born theologians who can
grasp the intricacies of the
great mysteries of Faith
at an early age. The Faith
needed to be lovingly
spoon-fed to them, and
so the childlike customs
of Christmas were for him
tailor-made to instill love for
the Faith before children were
old enough to even begin to un-
derstand it.

What a shame it is, then, to see well-meaning tra-
ditional Catholic parents discarding those customs
altogether in a misguided effort to counter the com-
mercialization of Christmas. No gift giving, no merry
making, no feasting on Christmas. Alas, the baby is
being thrown out with the bathwater.

In a dreary world where pessimism and cynicism—
rather than righteousness and peace— have kissed
each other, we must guard against robbing our chil-
dren of the wonder and joy of Christmas—the seedbed
for a child’s Faith.

Our poor children may live long
enough to see Christmas out-
lawed altogether in our brave
new world, even as it was
once before by the Pilgrims
who invented Thanks-
giving out of contempt
for the “popish” feast of
Christmas. Anti-Catholics
have long sought to destroy
our great Feast, which is why
we must be certain that in our
eagerness to oppose the commer-
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cialization of Christmas, we don’t become Puritanical
agents working towards the same diabolical end!

Many Catholics oppose the custom of Santa Claus—
that somewhat oft-putting caricature of the great St.
Nicholas. Admittedly, the red suit, the corpulent figure
and the stocking cap bear strikingly slim resemblance
to the 4th century bishop of Myra; and the flying sleigh
and reindeer are more reminiscent of pagan myth than
Christian Truth. But few have thought to provide a
good alternative to the jolly old elf. So I'd like to offer
one now by reintroducing readers to the old Catholic
Christmas custom that the Germans called Christ-
kind, or Christ Child, and that American children of
European immigrants would call, simply, the Baby Je-
sus. Here is what I remember...

Looking Back

It all began in Advent, when my seven sisters and
brother were expected to prepare for the coming of
Christkind (pronounced Kris-Kint). Under Mother’s
watchful eye, wed fashion a small, makeshift manger
that would remain unoccupied until Christmas Day.
As Advent progressed, good deeds were encouraged
on a daily basis; and each time it was determined that
a good deed had been done, one piece of straw was
placed in the empty manger, the idea being that Ad-
vent was a time to prepare a bed on which the Baby
Jesus could sleep when He arrived. Under the rules of
the old custom, the practice of virtue was an essential
part of a child’s preparation for Christmas.

Each night after supper, the lights would be turned
down while Advent Wreath candles were lit. The haunt-
ing strains of O Come, O Come, Emmanuel would be
lifted (somewhat awkwardly, I suppose) on the voices
of children. Shadows and flickering flames played on
faces across the dining room table, making it easy for
a child to imagine that
he sat with the Israel-
ites of old waiting for
the Messiah to come.

As the four weeks
passed seemingly as
slowly as those four
thousand years, one
question became constant: “Have my sacrifices been
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enough to please Christkind?” And thus the weeks of
Advent were spent in preparation and waiting...as

they should be.

Gradually, the empty manger would fill with straw as
the stage was set for a celestial Visitor. On the evening
of December 23rd, my father would hang a curtain
over the doorway of our living room, which, if that
straw was piled high enough, was to be transformed
into the “Christmas room” by the Baby Jesus Himself
in the middle of the night.

Then, it was off to sleep, a seemingly
impossible prospect.

The Christmas Eve mornings I re-
member are marked by a combination
of joy and wonder. Children still in
their “jammies” could scarcely whis-
per the words to a curiously exhaust-
ed mother: “Did He come?”

All day long, we weren’t allowed to go near the cur-
tain, lest one of us should succumb to the temptation
to “peek’, which would be to risk the instant disap-
pearance of whatever Christkind may have brought.
A lifetime of self-discipline was taught between dawn
and dusk on Christmas Eve.

After a day of chores, naps, and helping with the
house cleaning, the anticipated hour of 7 oclock would
finally arrive. Wed gather in the back room and sing
Christmas carols in candlelight as our mother would
read aloud the story that always began the same way:
“And it came to pass in those days that there went out
a decree from Caesar Augustus...”

@/ Dre o PN
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Luke 21 Rob it cameto 1S5
in those daps, that there went out
a Secree from Caesar Augustus, \
__ that all the world should be taxed.e

We listened as Father disappeared into the “Christmas
room” to take down the curtain and see to the final ar-
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rangements for the holy ritual. Only he was worthy to
“take over” for Christkind. The wait seemed intermi-
nable. Then, all at once, his voice would call out from
the darkness: “Come children, Christkind has come.”

Breathlessly, wed make our candle-lit procession
from the back room to the living room, singing the
words of the old German carol as we went: Thr Kinder-
lein, kommet, O kommet doch all! Zur Krippe her
kommet in Bethlehems Stall.

Wed gather ‘round my father, who now was kneeling
in front of the nativity scene. Wed do our best not to
crane our necks and look at the darkened Christmas
tree or whatever might be lying beneath it. Each child
placed a crib figure into the créche, and the youngest
put the Baby in His manger. Then, prayers were said,
Christmas carols were quietly sung, deceased family
were remembered, and Father spoke of the marvel-
ous thing that had happened long ago “at midnight in
Bethlehem in piercing cold”

I can still see the cast of Bethlehem bathed in a
warm, peaceful glow, seeming as real to me as if I were
a shepherd boy looking down from that hillside over
Bethlehem. I can hear my father and mother’s hushed
voices as they prayed and sang to the same royal Baby
that shepherds and angels had adored centuries ago.
That sacred moment was like a porthole in time, where
traveling back to the city of David just then seemed
not only possible to a child, but imminent.

Those long ago Christmas Eves remain vivid in my
memory, thirty-five years later. And the gifts under the
tree? I don’t remember many of them. There was no
question what Christmas was about—we could feel it
in the depths of our young souls; we could see it in
the tears that formed in our father’s eyes as he prayed
aloud; we could hear it in our mother’s voice as she
sang softly—silent night, holy night, all is calm.

Christmas was about the Baby, Mary, Joseph, shep-
herds, angels and Bethlehem. It was something so pow-
erful that it could even cause our father’s voice to trem-
or in the darkness as he explained Who the Baby is and
what He expects of us. We knew that Christkind was
real because our father and mother were kneeling on
the floor before the manger... praying to Him.

Moments later, the magic of Christmas—the feast,
the Catholic family celebration—burst forth in jubila-

tion. The majestic tree was lit; there was singing and
dancing; bowls of nuts and candies, specially deliv-
ered by the Baby Jesus Himself, seemed to appear out
of nowhere. And there, under the tree were the gifts,
the second-to-last phase of the ritual. Hed come. Hed
brought little rewards for Advent efforts. The family
was together, united in love for each other and a Child
King we cherished with all our hearts.

You must understand, my parents had no money. And
yet, somehow, Christmas came, year after year, and it
was fit for a King! That was part of the miracle. But
this was just the beginning. The toys and good things
to eat were set aside to be enjoyed on each and every
one of the twelve days of Christmas. Now, the soul of
Christmas Eve was about to be celebrated.

Coats and hats, mittens and scarves were the next
order of business. The old station wagon groaned in
the frosty night air as Father turned the key in the ig-
nition. Nine children were loaded up, and, moments
later, the little ones peered through frosted glass in the
hopes of catching a glimpse of Bethlehem’s star on the
way to Midnight Mass.

It would be Christmas Day before this night would
draw to a peaceful close in a dimly-lit church filled
with the scent of pine needles and candle wax and in-
cense. Not long before the first light of Christmas Day
glowed in the East, sleepy children would crawl into
chilly beds as content as ever a child could be this side
of Heaven’s gate. And, why not! Christ is born!

And So It Continues...

The years have passed by so quickly since those child-
hood days that I can scarcely believe that the five little
ones who process into my living room each Christmas
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Eve are my own, that my beloved father and one sister
are no longer with us, and that the rest of us have aged
more than we care to admit. But, strangely enough, the
Baby Jesus remains unchanged and unchanging. Ever
young, ever new, He’s the same now as He was then.
My children’s imaginations are as captivated by Him
now as mine was then. Life is moving on, but some-
how Christmas is the one thing that stays the same.

Needless to say, His midnight visit on Christmas Eve
is the highpoint of the year for my children. Why? Be-
cause, as I see it, this old European Christmas custom
is profoundly Catholic. There is nothing plastic-ba-
nana or phony-baloney about it! Children are neither
taught to equate Christmas with wicked consumerism
or Godless Puritanism. They are taught the mystery of
the birth of Christ and the importance of celebrating
the Feast. Advent is a most essential part of the pro-
cess, even as Midnight Mass is its climax.

Even now, my own children—walking in the foot-
steps of their little Catholic counterparts from the old
world—are trading daily acts of kindness and virtue
for little pieces of straw that are lovingly tucked away
into an empty manger. For one night soon the Child of
Bethlehem will transform their home and their souls
into a place fit for a King. For a few miraculous mo-
ments, life will stand perfectly still and the line be-
tween the physical world and the spiritual one will be-
come mercifully obscured.

Christkind creates in children an indissoluble bond
between the joy of Christmas—which celebrates His

birth—and the Catholic Faith itself which is His great-
est gift. In real Christmas cheer the two become one,
and the proper celebration of the Holy Day plants seeds
of Faith in the little garden of children’s souls even as
they shout for joy. As they grow older, their faith in
Christkind transforms itself naturally into belief in the
Real Presence of Christ in the Blessed Sacrament—the
true meaning of Christmas.

There is no deceit in the Christkind custom, for, in-
deed, there is no deceit in the Christkind. He does
come down to earth on Christmas Eve; His providence
provides everything we need in this life; and He exists
just as surely as we do. He was born, He has a mother
whom we all know and love, and He comes to us often
at Mass—Christ’s Mass. He
comes to us at Christmas.
Has fallen man ever had
more reason for Feast or
feasting than this? Let us
be glad and rejoice. Merry
Christmas to one and all!
Christ is born!

May the grace of Christ-
kind be with all the read-
ers of The Remnant this
Christmas, and may He
bless one and all with a
happy and holy New Year!

Reprinted with permission from The Remnant Newspaper: https://www.remnantnewspaper.

com/Archives/archive-2005-1215-santa.htm
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We wish all of you a most holy and blessed Advent and
Christmas and ask God’s blessings upon you, your families

and loved ones in the New Year.

With our love, gratitude and daily prayers,
Mother Miriam of the Lamb of God, O.S.B. and Daughters
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Marcus Aurelius C. Prudentius, 4th cent.
trans. John Mason Neale, 1851
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At his word the worlds were framed; He was found in human fashion,

He commanded, it was done:

Heav’n and earth and depths of ocean,
In their threefold order one;

All that grows beneath the shining

Of the moon and burning sun—

[Evermore and evermore.]

Death and sorrow here to know,
That the race of Adam’s children,
Doomed by law to endless woe,
May not henceforth die and perish
In the dreadful gulf below —

[Evermore and evermore.]
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Dear Family,

e There is no way we can sufficiently thank you for all your prayers and

of the LORD ... generosity that have made this glorious venture for our God and for souls
possible. The newsletter mentions ever so briefly the work before us. We
are very excited about the construction in progress and the blessedness of
helping families to experience the depth of

love and beauty of God's design.
Click here

Please know that every penny you contribute TO

A most Blessed is designated to nothing else than our reason DONATE
Christmastide and . i
Ble:;izw}; el alih‘;n ‘m‘zi for existence and the spread of the true and online
Holy New Year to you whole Gospel to the whole world! God's

and to your loved ones! OR mail in this form.

blessings be upon you!

[ Mother, please accept enclosed or [] charge to our credit card below our gift of: $

[] We would like to begin to support you with a regular donation of $ monthly $ quarterly
[] Please charge our credit card below, or[] send us Q monthly _Cl quarterly reminders.
» Checks may be made payable to: Daughters of Mary, MIH.
» Credit Card #: - - - Exp.Date  /  CID (3-digit code)
Phone ( ) Email

Your Name (Please Print)

Signature (for Credit Card)

Mailing Address: []New [] Same as previously

Name

Street or P.O.

City State Zip

We pray daily for our benefactors, and for all who have need. God bless and keep you steadfast in His love!

Daughters of Mary, Mother of Israel’s Hope is a charitable non-profit corporation under 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. All donations are tax deductible. God love you!

Print and Mail

(You only need to print page 21)

Mail to: Daughters of Mary, Mother of Israel’s Hope, 1155 N. FM 2869, Winnsboro, TX 75494



https://motherofisraelshope.org/donate-2/
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