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at midnight, in Bethlehem, in the piercing cold. at midnight, in Bethlehem, in the piercing cold. 
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Beloved Family, Beloved Family, 
This indeed is our first newsletter from our new home 

in Tyler, Texas! We are thrilled to be here under the 
blessed, faithful and courageous leadership of Bishop 
Joseph Strickland, and are so very grateful for all of 
Our Lord’s blessed provisions in this amazing (and 
somewhat miraculous) journey from our beginnings 
in St. Louis, Missouri, under our shepherd Archbishop 
(now Cardinal) Raymond Leo Burke, through Tulsa, 
Oklahoma and Beloit, Kansas to 
our new (and, we pray, forever) 
home in Tyler, Texas.
To relate all that has transpired 

would take a small book. More im-
portantly, however, is the sense of 
urgency on our hearts to know and 
live “the faith once delivered to the 
saints” (Jude 3) in the midst of this 
increasingly evil world, an evil that 
has bombarded our lives and the 
lives of our children and families.
When I think back to the roots 

of my current Catholic faith – that 
is, the faith of Israel in my Jewish 
home in Brooklyn, I recall that al-
though we had a sense of identity 
as the People of God, yet, at least 
in my heart, I did not know why we 
(mankind) existed. For what were we on this earth? For 
what purpose? And to what end?
When, at the age of 32, I came to believe that Jesus 

(Yeshua in Hebrew) was indeed the Messiah who had 
done what no Jew would think thinkable – i.e., He be-
came Man – for us – to take upon Himself the sin that 
separated us from God, I gave my life to Him as much 
as I knew how. Though I did not realize it at the time, I 
became an Evangelical Protestant.
Eighteen years later, after trying to save Catholics from 

what I was taught was a false, manmade religious sys-
tem leading men astray, I became one – and not only 
Catholic, but a nun, a religious, the most Jewish a Jew 
could be!
What I see now is that the betrayal of God’s people — 

beginning with the 2,000 years from Adam and Eve to 
Abraham, through another 2,000 years from Abraham 

to Christ, and through the 2,000 years that have since 
passed from Messiah’s coming and the establishment of 
His Church to this day — such betrayal has been their 
pattern. It is not the world who has duped us, beloved. 
It is our failure to walk with God without compromise 
in the midst of a world that has turned from Him and 
amidst the wiles of the devil and his minions who will 
never rest until God and the very thought of Him is 
wiped from the earth and from our lives.
Our Lord came into a pagan world and to an unfaith-

ful people – His people – who, for 
the most part, did not receive Him. 
Yet He came and died and rose 
for them anyway. And He waits – 
longs – to give life to all who will 
repent and come to Him.
Yet, as with the shepherds of Is-

rael, the shepherds of the Israel of 
God (Galatians 6:36), the Church 
(that is, Israel fulfilled in its Mes-
siah and spread to the four corners 
of the earth), many of the succes-
sors of the apostles on whom Our 
Lord built his church have turned 
from Him just as did many of their 
predecessors in the Old Covenant. 
No longer do they feed the sheep, 
no longer do they lead their priests 

in holiness but rather attack the very ones – both sheep 
and priests – who faithfully follow the triune God of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the Church His Son, Our 
Lord Jesus Christ, established.
What are we to do? Is our destiny, our present, our fu-

ture, our eternity to be left in the hands of shepherds 
who have lost their way?
No, beloved. We ourselves need to grow up into Christ, 

into the full stature of the children of God, and lead the 
way – not only for us and our families – but for our 
shepherds also, for the salvation of their souls as well.
How? Simply by living the Faith. By living the Faith as 

if it were true. Because it is. And because when we stand 
before God, we will not be able to blame the priests and 
bishops who may have abandoned us or led us astray. 
We are responsible for our faith, for knowing it and for 
living it. Indeed our shepherds, parishes, schools, etc. 

Bishop Joseph Strickland celebrating Holy Mass at 
our new mobile home Chapel
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will be responsible for what they have done and have 
failed to do. But it is we who have been given the re-
sponsibility to know and to live our faith and to teach 
and form our children in the Faith.
Let’s come together, beloved, as God’s People, while 

it is yet day, and honor Him, please Him, live for Him, 
and be His light in this dark world to every soul, be-
liever or unbeliever, but especially to those of the 
“household of faith” (Galatians 6:10) and of our im-
mediate families.
Here below, is the simple (uncomplicated) truth of the 

faith, from the God, the only God, Who is Truth Him-
self. Nothing that has been passed down will or ever can 
be changed.

Before we go further, however, I would like to insert 
one of the most beautiful Christmas stories I’ve ever 
come across. It is “simply” the life of faith of a Catholic 
family who knows who they are as Catholics, who were 
raised in the faith, and who have passed that treasure 
from one generation to another. It is my prayer that if 
you are reading this too late for Advent of 2022, you 
will apply the truths and beauty of our glorious faith 
to every aspect of your lives, both in and out of your 
homes and holy celebrations. 
On now to the story, the lovely, heart-warming, true 

story, written by Michael J. Matt, host of Remnant TV 
and Editor of the Remnant Newspaper, the oldest tradi-
tional Catholic newspaper in the world.

Editor’s Note: Each year around Christmastime we 
post this short, personal Christmas reflection which of-
fers an alternative custom to the celebration of the great 
Feast. I wrote it some years ago, and every year since I 
receive email from new visitors to this site gently chastis-
ing The Remnant for not posting it earlier in Advent so 
as to allow time for families to adopt as their own some 
of the customs herein suggested. Over the years many 
Catholic families have adopted the old Christ Child 
tradition, believing it to be a beautiful means of restor-
ing the true meaning of Christmas while strengthening 

Catholic identity in children. And it can be gradually 
implemented, of course. Out of respect for her child-
hood tradition, my wife and I still invite Santa Claus 
(St. Nicholas) to visit our home on Christmas morning 
but in a dramatically reduced capacity, perhaps leaving 
a few stocking stuffers above the mantle and moving 
on. Christmas is all about midnight and Christmas Eve 
and the Christ Child. And a truly happy, holy and merry 
Christmas remains forever predicated on careful obser-
vance of Advent. No Christmas trees, no lights, no good 
things to eat until December 25, when the time of wait-

Waiting for the Christ Child Waiting for the Christ Child 
Michael J. Matt, Editor, The Remnant

“Beloved, being very eager 
to write to you of our common 
salvation, I found it necessary to 
write appealing to you to contend 
for the faith which was once for 
all delivered to the saints. For 
admission has been secretly 

gained by some who long ago were 
designated for this condemnation, 

ungodly persons who pervert 
the grace of our God into 

licentiousness and deny our only 
Master and Lord, Jesus Christ” 

(Jude 3-4)
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ing comes to an end and all of Christen-
dom rejoices over an event so magnif-
icent even a two-year-old will never 
forget it. Christ is to be born—and 
the world, the flesh and the Devil 
will never change that reality, no 
matter how hard they try. Happy 
Holidays? Yeah, right! A fruitful Ad-
vent to all visitors to this site. MJM

This will be the fourth Christmas since 
my father passed away. I suppose everyone 
misses deceased family members most this time of year; 
I know I do. My father loved Christmas! I sometimes 
wonder, in fact, what impact his larger-than-life celebra-
tions of the birth of Christ had on the faith of his nine 
children, each of whom continues to practice the old 
Faith to this day. He believed that, just as Advent—the 
“mini-Lent”—was to be kept well, with plenty of spiritu-
al and corporal works of mercy, so too should Christmas 
be fêted with all the merrymaking and gusto a Catholic 
family can muster

He knew that children are not born theologians who 
can grasp the intricacies of the great mysteries of Faith at 
an early age. The Faith needed to be lovingly spoon-fed 
to them, and so the childlike customs of Christmas were 
for him tailor-made to instill love for the Faith before 
children were old enough to even begin to understand it. 

What a shame it is, then, to see well-meaning tradi-
tional Catholic parents discarding those customs alto-
gether in a misguided effort to counter the commercial-
ization of Christmas. No gift giving, no merry making, 
no feasting on Christmas. Alas, the baby is being thrown 
out with the bathwater.

In a dreary world where pessimism and cynicism—
rather than righteousness and peace— have kissed each 
other, we must guard against robbing our children of 
the wonder and joy of Christmas—the seedbed for a 
child’s Faith.

Our poor children may live long enough to see Christ-
mas outlawed altogether in our brave new world, even 
as it was once before by the Pilgrims who invented 
Thanksgiving out of contempt for the “popish” feast of 
Christmas. Anti-Catholics have long sought to destroy 
our great Feast, which is why we must be certain that 
in our eagerness to oppose the commercialization of 
Christmas, we don’t become Puritanical agents working 
towards the same diabolical end! 

Many Catholics oppose the custom of Santa Claus—that 

somewhat off-putting caricature of the 
great St. Nicholas. Admittedly, the red 

suit, the corpulent figure and the 
stocking cap bare strikingly slim re-
semblance to the 4th century bishop 
of Myra; and the flying sleigh and 
reindeer are more reminiscent of pa-

gan myth than Christian Truth. But 
few have thought to provide a good al-

ternative to the jolly old elf. So I’d like to 
offer one now by reintroducing readers to the 

old Catholic Christmas custom that 
the Germans called  Christkind,  or 
Christ Child, and that American chil-
dren of European immigrants would 
call, simply, the Baby Jesus. Here is 
what I remember…

Looking Back
It all began in Advent, when my seven sisters and 

brother were expected to prepare for the coming of 
Christkind (pronounced Kris-Kint). Under Mother’s 
watchful eye, we’d fashion a small, makeshift manger 
that would remain unoccupied until Christmas Day. As 
Advent progressed, good deeds were encouraged on a 
daily basis; and each time it was determined that a good 
deed had been done, one piece of straw was placed in 
the empty manger, the idea being that Advent was a 
time to prepare a bed on which the Baby Jesus could 
sleep when He arrived. Under the rules of the old cus-
tom, the practice of virtue was an essential part of a 
child’s preparation for Christmas. 

Each night after supper, 
the lights would be turned 
down while Advent Wreath 
candles were lit. The haunt-
ing strains of  O Come, O 
Come, Emmanuel would 
be lifted (somewhat awk-
wardly, I suppose) on the 
voices of children. Shadows and flickering flames played 
on faces across the dining room table, making it easy for 
a child to imagine that he sat with the Israelites of old 
waiting for the Messiah to come. 

As the four weeks passed seemingly as slowly as those 
four thousand years, one question became constant: 
“Have my sacrifices been enough to please Christkind?” 
And thus the weeks of Advent were spent in preparation 
and waiting...as they should be.
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Gradually, the empty manger would fill with straw as 
the stage was set for a celestial Visitor. On the evening 
of December 23rd, my father would hang a curtain over 
the doorway of our living room, which, if that straw 
was piled high enough, was to be transformed into the 
“Christmas room” by the Baby Jesus Himself in the mid-
dle of the night. 

Then, it was off to sleep, a seemingly impossible pros-
pect.

The Christmas Eve mornings I remember are marked 
by a combination of joy and wonder. Children still in 
their “jammies” could scarcely whisper the words to a 
curiously exhausted mother: “Did He come?” 

All day long, we weren’t allowed to go near the cur-
tain, lest one of us should succumb to the temptation to 
“peek”, which would be to risk the instant disappearance 
of whatever Christkind may have brought. A lifetime of 
self-discipline was taught between dawn and dusk on 
Christmas Eve.

After a day of chores, naps, and helping with the house 
cleaning, the anticipated hour of 7 o’clock would finally 
arrive. We’d gather in the back room and sing Christmas 
carols in candlelight as our mother would read aloud the 
story that always began the same way: “And it came to 
pass in those days that there went out a decree from Cae-
sar Augustus…” 

We listened as Father disappeared into the “Christmas 
room” to take down the curtain and see to the final ar-
rangements for the holy ritual. Only he was worthy to 
“take over” for Christkind. The wait seemed intermina-
ble. Then, all at once, his voice would call out from the 
darkness: “Come children, Christkind has come.”

Breathlessly, we’d make our candle-lit procession from 
the back room to the living room, singing the words of 

the old German carol as we went: Ihr Kinderlein, kom-
met, O kommet doch all! Zur Krippe her kommet in 
Bethlehems Stall.

We’d gather ‘round my father, who now was kneeling in 
front of the nativity scene. We’d do our best not to crane 
our necks and look at the darkened Christmas tree or 
whatever might be lying beneath it. Each child placed 
a crib figure into the crèche, and the youngest put the 
Baby in His manger. Then, prayers were said, Christmas 
carols were quietly sung, deceased family were remem-
bered, and Father spoke of the marvelous thing that had 
happened long ago “at midnight in Bethlehem in pierc-
ing cold.”

I can still see the cast of Bethlehem bathed in a warm, 
peaceful glow, seeming as real to me as if I were a shep-
herd boy looking down from that hillside over Bethle-
hem. I can hear my father and mother’s hushed voices as 
they prayed and sang to the same royal Baby that shep-
herds and angels had adored centuries ago. That sacred 
moment was like a porthole in time, where traveling 
back to the city of David just then seemed not only pos-
sible to a child, but imminent.

Those long ago Christmas Eves remain vivid in my 
memory, thirty-five years later. And the gifts under the 
tree? I don’t remember many of them. There was no 
question what Christmas was about—we could feel it in 
the depths of our young souls; we could see it in the tears 
that formed in our father’s eyes as he prayed aloud; we 
could hear it in our mother’s voice as she sang softly—si-
lent night, holy night, all is calm.

Christmas was about the Baby, Mary, Joseph, shep-
herds, angels and Bethlehem. It was something so pow-
erful that it could even cause our father’s voice to tremor 
in the darkness as he explained Who the Baby is and 
what He expects of us. We knew that  Christkind was 
real because our father and mother were kneeling on the 
floor before the manger… praying to Him. 

Moments later, the magic of Christmas—the feast, the 
Catholic family celebration—burst forth in jubilation. 
The majestic tree was lit; there was singing and danc-
ing; bowls of nuts and candies, specially delivered by the 
Baby Jesus Himself, seemed to appear out of nowhere. 
And there, under the tree were the gifts, the second-to-
last phase of the ritual. He’d come. He’d brought little 
rewards for Advent efforts. The family was together, 
united in love for each other and a Child King we cher-
ished with all our hearts.
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You must understand, my parents had no money. And 
yet, somehow, Christmas came, year after year, and it 
was fit for a King! That was part of the miracle. But this 
was just the beginning. The toys and good things to eat 
were set aside to be enjoyed on each and every one of the 
twelve days of Christmas. Now, the soul of Christmas 
Eve was about to be celebrated.

Coats and hats, mittens and scarves were the next or-
der of business. The old station wagon groaned in the 
frosty night air as Father turned the key in the ignition. 
Nine children were loaded up, and, moments later, the 
little ones peered through frosted glass in the hopes of 
catching a glimpse of Bethlehem’s star on the way to 
Midnight Mass

It would be Christmas Day before this night would 
draw to a peaceful close in a dimly-lit church filled with 
the scent of pine needles and candle wax and incense. 
Not long before the first light of Christmas Day glowed 
in the East, sleepy children would crawl into chilly beds 
as content as ever a child could be this side of Heaven’s 
gate. And, why not! Christ is born!

And So It Continues…

The years have passed by so quickly since those child-
hood days that I can scarcely believe that the five little 
ones who process into my living room each Christmas 
Eve are my own, that my beloved father and one sister 
are no longer with us, and that the rest of us have aged 
more than we care to admit. But, strangely enough, the 
Baby Jesus remains unchanged and unchanging. Ever 
young, ever new, He’s the same now as He was then. My 
children’s imaginations are as captivated by Him now as 
mine was then. Life is moving on, but somehow Christ-
mas is the one thing that stays the same.

Needless to say, His midnight visit on Christmas Eve 
is the highpoint of the year for my children. Why? Be-

cause, as I see it, this old European Christmas custom 
is profoundly Catholic. There is nothing plastic-banana 
or phony-baloney about it! Children are neither taught 
to equate Christmas with wicked consumerism or God-
less Puritanism. They are taught the mystery of the birth 
of Christ and the importance of celebrating the Feast. 
Advent is a most essential part of the process, even as 
Midnight Mass is its climax. 

Even now, my own children—walking in the footsteps 
of their little Catholic counterparts from the old world—
are trading daily acts of kindness and virtue for little piec-
es of straw that are lovingly tucked away into an empty 
manger. For one night soon the Child of Bethlehem will 
transform their home and their souls into a place fit for a 
King. For a few miraculous moments, life will stand per-
fectly still and the line between the physical world and 
the spiritual one will become mercifully obscured.
Christkind  creates in children an indissoluble bond 

between the joy of Christmas—which celebrates His 
birth—and the Catholic Faith itself which is His greatest 
gift. In real Christmas cheer the two become one, and 
the proper celebration of the Holy Day plants seeds of 
Faith in the little garden of children’s souls even as they 
shout for joy. As they grow older, their faith in Christ-
kind transforms itself naturally into belief in the Real 
Presence of Christ in the Blessed Sacrament—the true 
meaning of Christmas. 

There is no deceit in the Christkind custom, for, indeed, 
there is no deceit in the Christkind. He does come down 
to earth on Christmas Eve; His providence provides ev-
erything we need in this life; and He exists just as surely 
as we do. He was born, He has a mother whom we all 
know and love, and He comes to us often at Mass—
Christ’s Mass. He comes to us at Christmas. Has fallen 
man ever had more reason 
for Feast or feasting than 
this? Let us be glad and re-
joice. Merry Christmas to 
one and all! Christ is born!

May the grace of Christ-
kind be with all the readers 
of The Remnant this Christ-
mas, and may He bless one 
and all with a happy and 
holy New Year!
Reprinted with permission from The Remnant 

Newspaper: https://www.remnantnewspaper.
com/Archives/archive-2005-1215-santa.htm

https://www.remnantnewspaper.com/Archives/archive-2005-1215-santa.htm
https://www.remnantnewspaper.com/Archives/archive-2005-1215-santa.htm
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Indeed, Christ is born dear ones – and now let us live wholly for Him Who gave His all for us. A little child does 
not know, nor can he do, everything at once. But if he is a true child of the family, he can hardly wait to learn and 
do what his older siblings do. We are children, dear ones. Let us prove to be true children of God who long for the 
pure milk of His Word and can hardly wait to imitate our brothers and sisters, the saints who have gone before us.

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his 
great mercy we have been born anew to a living hope through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and to an inheritance which 
is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who 
by God’s power are guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be 

revealed in the last time. In this you rejoice, though now for a little while 
you may have to suffer various trials, so that the genuineness of your 

faith, more precious than gold which though perishable is tested by fire, 
may redound to praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus 

Christ. Without having seen him you love him; though you do not now see 
him you[e] believe in him and rejoice with unutterable and exalted joy.  

As the outcome of your faith you obtain the salvation of your souls.  
(1 Peter 1:3-9)

The following is taken from http://catholicharboroffaithandmorals.com/. We have tried, to no avail, to contact 
the Catholic Harbor of Faith and Morals to gain permission to print what follows from their website. If you are 
reading this and are from that magnificent apostolate, please do contact us. What you have done and are doing is 
an enormous service to the Church. You are preserving the Faith in truth and beauty and I find searching through 
your website an exquisite experience. You have my deepest thanks and admiration. It is our prayer that you will not 
mind our printing your material here since it indeed is the Faith of the Church which you desire for all the world to 
have, to know, to love and to live.

What Every Christian Must Believe What Every Christian Must Believe 
from A Manual of Catholic Prayers, 1888

 1. Every Christian must believe that there is one 
God, and no more than one God: that God is a pure 
Spirit, the Lord and Maker of heaven and earth, 
who has neither beginning nor end, but is always 
the same; who is everywhere present; knows and 
sees all things; can do all things whatsoever He 
pleases; and is infinite in all perfections.

 2. Every Christian is bound to believe that in one God 
there are three distinct Persons, perfectly equal, of 
the same substance, and having the same nature: 
the Father, who proceeds from no one; the Son, 
who is begotten of the Father before all ages; and 

the Holy Ghost, who proceeds eternally from the 
Father and the Son as from one principle; and that 
the three Persons are all equally eternal, equal in 
wisdom and power, and are all three one and the 
same Lord, one and the same God.

 3. We must believe that God created the angels to be 
with Him forever, and that one part of them fell 
from God by sin, and became devils; that God also 
created Adam and Eve, the first parents of all man-
kind, and placed them in the earthly Paradise, from 
whence they were justly banished for the sin they 
committed in eating of the fruit of the forbidden 

http://catholicharboroffaithandmorals.com/
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tree; and that by this transgression of Adam we are 
all conceived and born in sin, and must have been 
lost forever, if God had not sent us a Savior.

 4. We are bound to believe in the Savior of all man-
kind, Jesus Christ, the Son of God, true God and 
true man; perfect God from all eternity, equal to 
His Father in all things; and perfect man, from the 
time of His coming down from heaven for us, hav-
ing a body and soul like ours.

 5. We must believe that Jesus Christ, our Savior, 
who had been long foretold by the prophets, was, 
at God’s appointed time, by the power of the Holy 
Ghost, without having any man for His father, 
conceived in the womb of the Virgin Mary; whom 
God had prepared for this wonderful Materni-
ty in a wonderful manner: in that by a singular 
grace and privilege, in view of the merits of Jesus 
Christ, she was in the first instant of her concep-
tion preserved free from every taint of original 
sin. Of her, who is blessed among women for ev-
ermore, was born our Lord—she still remaining 
a pure virgin. During the time of His mortal life 
Jesus Christ founded the Christian religion; and 
then offered Himself a sacrifice for the sins of 
the whole world, by dying upon a cross, to obtain 
mercy, grace, and salvation for us; and that neither 
mercy, nor grace, nor salvation can, or ever could, 
since Adam’s fall, be obtained except through the 
mediation of the Son of God.

 6. We must believe that Jesus Christ, after He died 
and was buried, arose on the third day from death 
to life, never to die again; and that, for the space 
of forty days, He was pleased, at different times, 
to manifest Himself to His disciples, and then as-
cended into heaven in their sight; where, as God-
man, He continually intercedes for us. Thence He 
sent down the Holy Ghost upon His disciples, to 
abide with them forever, as He had promised, and 
to guide them and their successors into all truth.

 7. We must believe the Catholic or Universal Church 
of Christ, of which He is the perpetual Head, and 
His Spirit the perpetual Guide; which is founded 

upon a rock, and is ever victorious over all the 
powers of earth and hell. The Church is always 
One, in all its members professing one faith, in 
one communion, under one chief pastor, called 
the Pope, succeeding St. Peter, to whom Christ 
committed His whole flock. The Church is always 
Holy, in teaching a holy doctrine, in inviting all to 
a holy life, and in the eminent holiness of many 
of its children. It is Catholic, or Universal, for it 
subsists in all ages, and teaches all nations, and 
maintains all truth. It is Apostolic, for it derives 
its doctrine, its communion, its orders, and its 
mission, by an uninterrupted succession, from the 
Apostles of Christ.

 8. With the Catholic Church the Scriptures, both of 
the Old and New Testaments, were deposited by 
the Apostles. It is the guardian and interpreter of 
them, and the judge of all controversies relating 
to them. The Scriptures, thus interpreted, together 
with the traditions of the Apostles, are to be re-
ceived and admitted by all Christians for the rule 
of their faith and practice of Christ, there ever re-
sides in the Church the active power of forgiving 
sin, and of granting Indulgences for the remission 
of the temporal punishments of sin; which may 
be applied to the souls both of the living and of 
the dead who have died friends of God and in the 
peace of Christ.

 14. We must believe also the necessity of Divine 
Grace, without which we cannot make so much as 
one step towards heaven; and that all our good and 
all our merits are the gift of God; that Christ died 
for all men, and that His grace does not take away 
nor oppress our free will.

 15. We must believe that Jesus Christ will come from 
heaven at the last day to judge all men; that all the 
dead, both good and bad, shall arise from their 
graves, and shall be judged by Him according to 
their works; that the good shall go to heaven with 
Him, body and soul, to be happy for all eternity in 
the enjoyment of the Sovereign Good; and that the 
wicked shall be condemned, both body and soul, to 
the torments of hell.
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The Athanasian CreedThe Athanasian Creed
 “Whosoever will be saved, before all things it is necessary, that he hold 

the Catholic Faith. Which faith, except everyone do keep entire and invio-
late, without doubt he will perish everlastingly.
“Now the Catholic Faith is this; that we worship One God in Trinity, 

and Trinity in Unity. Neither confounding the Persons, nor dividing the 
substance.
“For there is one Person of the Father, another of the Son, another of 

the Holy Ghost. But the Godhead of the Father and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost, is all One; the Glory equal, the Majesty co-eternal.
“Such as the Father is, such is the Son, and such is the Holy Ghost. The 

Father uncreated, the Son uncreated, the Holy Ghost uncreated. The Father incomprehensible, the Son incom-
prehensible, and the Holy Ghost incomprehensible. The Father eternal, the Son eternal, and the Holy Ghost 
eternal. And yet they are not three eternals, but one eternal. As also they are not three uncreateds, nor three 
incomprehensibles; but one uncreated, and one incomprehensible. In like manner the Father is almighty, the 
Son almighty, and the Holy Ghost almighty. And yet not three almighties, but one almighty.
“So the Father is God, the Son God, and the Holy Ghost God. And yet they are not three Gods, but one God. 

So likewise the Father is Lord, the Son is Lord, and the Holy Ghost is Lord. And yet they are not three Lords, 
but one Lord. For like as we are compelled by the Christian verity to acknowledge every Person by Himself 
to be God and Lord; so we are forbidden by the Catholic religion, to say there are three Gods, or three Lords.
“The Father is made of none, neither created, nor begotten. The Son is from the Father alone, not made, nor 

created, but begotten. The Holy Ghost is from the Father and the Son, not made, nor created, nor begotten, but 
proceeding. So there is one Father, not three Fathers; one Son, not three Sons; one Holy Ghost, not three Holy 
Ghosts. And in this Trinity, there is nothing before or after, nothing greater or less; but the whole three Persons 
are co-eternal together and co-equal.
“So that in all things, as is aforesaid, the Unity is to be worshipped in Trinity and the Trinity in Unity. He, 

therefore, that will be saved, must thus think of the Trinity.
“Furthermore, it is necessary to everlasting salvation, that he also believe rightly the Incarnation of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. Now the right faith is, that we believe and confess that our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is 
both God and Man.
“He is God of the substance of the Father, begotten before the world; and He is man of the substance of His 

mother, born in the world; Perfect God and perfect man; of reasonable soul and human flesh subsisting. Equal 
to the Father according to His Godhead; and less than the Father according to His Manhood.
“Who, although He be both God and Man, yet He is not two, but one Christ; One, not by the conversion of the 

Godhead into flesh, but by the taking of the Manhood unto God; One altogether, not by confusion of substance, 
but by unity of Person. For as the reasonable soul and the flesh is one man, so God and Man is one Christ.
“Who suffered for our salvation, descended into hell, rose again the third day from the dead. He ascended 

into heaven; He sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from whence He shall come to judge the 
living and the dead. At whose coming all men shall rise again with their bodies, and shall give an account of 
their own works. And they that have done good shall go into life everlasting; and they that have done evil, into 
everlasting fire.
“This is the Catholic faith, which except a man believe faithfully and steadfastly, he cannot be saved.”
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What Every Christian Must Do What Every Christian Must Do 
from A Manual of Catholic Prayers, 1888

 1. Every Christian, in order to attain life ever-lasting, 
must worship God as His first beginning and last 
end. This worship is to be rendered, first, by FAITH; 
which makes both the understanding and the will 
humbly adore and embrace all those truths which 
God has taught, however obscure and incompre-
hensible they may be to our weakness. Secondly, by 
HOPE; which honors the infinite power, goodness, 
and mercy of God, and the truth of His promises; 
and upon these grounds raises the soul to an assured 
expectation of mercy, grace, and salvation, through 
the merits of Jesus Christ. Thirdly, by CHARITY; 
which makes us love God with our whole hearts, 
for His own sake, and our neighbor as ourselves, for 
God’s sake. Fourthly, by the virtue of RELIGION; 
the chief acts of which are adoration, praise, thanks-
giving, oblation of ourselves to God, sacrifice, and 
prayer; which ought to be the daily employments of 
a Christian soul. We must flee all idolatry and all 
false religions; also superstition, under which name 
are comprehended all manner of divinations, all 
fortune-telling, all witchcraft, charms, spells, obser-
vations of omens, dreams, etc. All these things are 
heathenish, and contrary to the worship of the true 
and living God, and to that entire dependence which 
a Christian soul ought to have on Him. But we must 
devoutly honor the Ever-Blessed Virgin Mary, Moth-
er of God, the Holy Angels, and the Saints reigning 
in Glory; whose intercession we shall always most 
profitably invoke. We should likewise duly rever-
ence all sacred emblems and pious memorials of our 

Lord and His Saints, and honor the relics of God’s 
servants whom Holy Church has canonized.

 2. We must reverence the name of God and His truth 
by a religious observance of all lawful oaths and 
vows, and by carefully avoiding all false, rash, or 
unjust oaths, and blasphemies.

 3. We must dedicate some notable part of our time to 
His divine service; and, more especially, consecrate 
to Him those days which are ordered by His Church 
to be sanctified or kept holy.

 4. Under God, we must love, reverence, and obey our 
parents, and other lawful superiors, spiritual and 
temporal; and observe the laws of the Church and 
State: as also we must have a due care of our chil-
dren, and of others that are under our charge, both as 
to their souls and their bodies.

 5. We must abstain from all injuries to our neighbor’s 
person, by murder or any other violence; and from 
all hatred, envy, and desire of revenge; as also from 
spiritual murder, which is committed by drawing 
him into sin, by words, actions, or bad example.

 6. We must abstain from all uncleanness in thoughts, 
words, or actions.

 7. We must not steal, cheat, or any other way do wrong 
to our neighbor in his goods and possessions; we 
must give every one his own, pay our debts, and 
make restitution for all damages which we have 
caused through our fault.

 8. We must not wrong our neighbor in his character or 
good name, by calumny, detraction, or rash judg-

The Apostles’  CreedThe Apostles’  Creed
“I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of Heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His only 
Son, our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, and born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into Hell; on the third day He 
rose again from the dead. He ascended into Heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty; from thence He shall come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy 

Ghost, the Holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.”
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ment; or in his honor by reproaches or affronts; or 
rob him of his peace of mind, by scoffs or con-
tempt; or of his friends, by carrying stories back-
wards and forwards. In all such cases, whosoever 
wrongs his neighbor is obliged to make reparation 
or satisfaction.

9. 10. As we are commanded to abstain from all deeds 
of lust and injustice, so are we also strictly obliged 
to restrain all desires of these kinds, and to resist the 
irregular motions of concupiscence.

So far, we have covered the Ten Commandments of 
God; which are a short abridgment of the whole eter-
nal and natural law, which admits of no dispensation. 
Every Christian is, moreover, bound to keep the com-
mandments of God’s Church.
 1. We must sanctify Sundays and Holydays of Obli-

gation by devout attendance at Holy Mass, and by 
resting from servile work.

 2. We must strictly observe those days of fasting and 
abstinence appointed by ecclesiastical authority.

 3. We must humbly confess our sins at least once a 
year to a Priest having competent jurisdiction—i.e., 
approved by the Bishop of the Diocese.

 4. We must be careful to make our Easter Duty, by re-
ceiving Holy Communion at some time during the 
interval between the first Sunday in Lent and Trinity 
Sunday.

 5. According to our means we must contribute to the 
support of those who minister to us in spiritual 
things.

 6. We must not marry non-Catholics, or any one related 
to us within the third degree of kindred; we must not 
marry clandestinely, nor solemnize marriage within 
the prohibited times.

Following is the Prayer of   Following is the Prayer of   
St. Alphonsus Liguori to St. Alphonsus Liguori to 

be said Every Day,  be said Every Day,  
to obtain the Graces  to obtain the Graces  

Necessary for Salvation.Necessary for Salvation.
“Eternal Father, Thy Son has promised that 

Thou wilt grant us all the graces which we ask 
Thee for in His name. In the name, therefore, 
and by the merits of Jesus Christ, I ask the fol-
lowing graces for myself and for all mankind. 
And, first, I pray Thee to give me a lively faith 
in all that the holy Roman Church teaches me. 
Enlighten me also, that I may know the vanity 
of the goods of this world, and the immensity of 
the infinite good that Thou art; make me also see 
the deformity of the sins I have committed, that 
I may humble myself and detest them as I ought; and, on the other hand, show me how worthy Thou art by reason 
of Thy goodness, that I should love Thee with all my heart. Make me know also the love Thou hast borne me, that 
from this day forward I may try to be grateful for so much goodness.
“Secondly, give me a firm confidence in Thy mercy of receiving the pardon of my sins, holy perseverance, and, 

finally, the glory of paradise, through the merits of Jesus Christ and the intercession of Mary.
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“Thirdly, give me a great love towards Thee, which 
shall detach me from the love of this world and of my-
self, so that I may love none other but Thee, and that I 
may neither do nor desire anything else but what is for 
Thy glory.
“Fourthly, I beg of Thee a perfect resignation to Thy 

will, in accepting with tranquility sorrows, infirmities, 
contempt, persecutions, aridity of spirit, loss of prop-
erty, of esteem, of relatives, and every other cross which 
shall come to me from Thy hands. I offer myself entirely 
to Thee, that Thou mayest do with me and all that be-
longs to me what Thou pleasest. Do Thou only give me 
light and strength to do Thy will; and especially at the 
hour of death help me to sacrifice my life to Thee with 
all the affection I am capable of, in union with the sacri-
fice which Thy Son Jesus Christ made of His life on the 
Cross on Calvary.
“Fifthly, I beg of Thee a great sorrow for my sins, 

which may make me grieve over them as long as I live, 
and weep for the insults I have offered Thee, the Sover-
eign Good, who art worthy of infinite love, and who hast 
loved me so much.
“Sixthly, I pray Thee to give me the spirit of true humil-

ity and meekness, that I may accept with peace, and even 
with joy, all the contempt, ingratitude, and ill-treatment 
that I may receive. At the same time, I also pray Thee to 
give me perfect charity, which shall make me wish well 
to those who have done evil to me, and to do what good 
I can, at least by praying, for those who have in any way 
injured me.
“Seventhly, I beg of Thee to give me a love for the vir-

tue of holy mortification, by which I may chastise my re-
bellious senses and cross my self-love ; at the same time, 
I beg Thee to give me holy purity of body, and the grace 
to resist all bad temptations, by ever having recourse to 
Thee and Thy most holy Mother. Give me grace faith-
fully to obey my spiritual Father and all my Superiors 
in all things. Give me an upright intention, that in all I 
desire and do I may seek only Thy glory, and to please 
Thee alone. Give me a great confidence in the Passion 
of Jesus Christ, and in the intercession of Mary Immac-
ulate. Give me a great love towards the most Adorable 
Sacrament of the Altar, and a tender devotion and love 
to Thy holy Mother. Give me, I pray Thee, above all, 
holy perseverance, and the grace always to pray for it, 
especially in time of temptation and at the hour of death.
“Lastly, I recommend to Thee the holy souls of Purga-

tory, my relatives and benefactors; and in an especial 
manner I recommend to Thee all those who hate me or 
who have in any way offended me ; I beg of Thee to ren-
der them good for the evil they have done, or may wish 
to do me.
“Finally, I recommend to Thee all infidels, heretics, 

and all poor sinners; give them light and strength to 
deliver themselves from sin. O most loving God, make 
Thyself known and loved by all, but especially by those 
who have been more ungrateful to Thee than others, so 
that by Thy goodness I may come one day to sing Thy 
mercies in paradise; for my hope is in the merits of Thy 
blood, and in the patronage of Mary.
“O Mary, Mother of God, pray to Jesus for me! So I 

hope; so may it be!”

Wow, Mother Miriam, that’s a lot! Do we have to say this prayer every day???
No, you do not have to say it every day, or at all. But it seems to me to be a wonderful safeguard against every 

distraction of the world and wile of the devil to keep us on the path to salvation.

Yes, I know. It just takes discipline! Something I’m not good at.
That I understand. Neither am I, but there are some things that are so important to us that we will not allow any-

thing to come in the way. Our salvation and the salvation of those we love should be foremost on that list.

I know and I agree. But what about all the confusion being spread about in the Church: words that come 
from our priests, from many of our bishops, even from the Holy Father himself that seem to contradict the 
faith. How do we know whom to believe and whom and when to obey?
The section below will help us to know how to walk circumspectly (cf. Ephesians 5:15-16), “so that we may no 

longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the cunning of men, by their 
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craftiness in deceitful wiles. Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is 
the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by every joint with which it is supplied, 
when each part is working properly, makes bodily growth and upbuilds itself in love” (Ephesians 4:14-16).

One more question: I do believe, even if I have not been fully aware of, every article of the Faith that you 
have included in this newsletter, and I am grateful for it. But I am concerned about so many people, many 
of whom I know, in various forms of Protestantism, others who are Jewish, or Muslim, or of no faith at all. 
Doesn’t the Catechism of the Catholic Church teach that those outside of the Catholic Church who do not 
know the truths of the Church can be saved?
Yes, paragraph 847 of the Catechism specifically states: “Those who, through no fault of their own, do not know 

the Gospel of Christ or his Church, but who nevertheless seek God with a sincere heart, and, moved by grace, try in 
their actions to do his will as they know it through the dictates of their conscience - those too may achieve eternal 
salvation.”
It is important, however, to remember that the truths which were given by Our Lord to His disciples were given to 

and meant for all people. God alone knows the state of those who, through no fault of their own, are truly ignorant 
of those truths. We, on the other hand, are commanded and commissioned to preach the Gospel to all men every-
where. (Mark 15:16)
Pope Pius IX, in his encyclical “Singulari Quadam” (meaning “in the same sense”) of 1854, explained this teaching 

of the Church and how we are to respond to those “outside the Church.” Here is an excerpt from that magnificent 
encyclical which I would urge everyone to read in full: https://inthesamesense.org/references/catholic/sq1854.php.

Singulari Quadam (1854)Singulari Quadam (1854)

Allocution of His Holiness Pope Pius IX to Cardinals 
gathered in Consistory on the day after the Definition 
of the Dogma of the Immaculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, Dec. 9, 1854
(Not to be confused with the encyclical Singulari Qui-

dem of 1856 or with Pope St. Pius X’s encyclical Singu-
lari Quadam of 1912)
“We have learned with grief that another error, not 

less melancholy, is introduced into certain parts of the 
Catholic world, and has taken possession of the souls 
of many Catholics. Carried away with a hope for the 
eternal salvation of those who are out of the true Church 
of Christ, they do not cease to inquire with solicitude 
what shall be the fate and the condition after death of 
men who are not submissive to the Catholic faith. Se-
duced by vain reasoning they make to these questions 
replies conformably to that perverse doctrine. Far from 
Us, Venerable Brothers, to lay claim to put limits to the 
Divine mercy, which is infinite! Far from Us to scru-

tinize the counsels and mysterious judgments of God, 
unfathomable depth where human thought cannot pen-
etrate ! But it belongs to the duty of Our Apostolic of-
fice to excite your Episcopal solicitude and vigilance to 
make all possible efforts to remove from the minds of 
men the opinion, as impious as it is fatal, according to 
which people can find in any religion the way of eternal 
salvation. Employ all the resources of your minds and 
of your learning to demonstrate to the people committed 
to your care that the dogmas of the Catholic faith are 

https://inthesamesense.org/references/catholic/sq1854.php
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in no respect contrary to the Divine mercy and justice. 
Faith orders Us to hold that out of the Apostolic Roman 
Church no person can be saved, that it is the only ark of 
salvation, and that whoever will not enter therein shall 
perish in the waters of the deluge.
“On the other hand it is necessary to hold for certain 

that ignorance of the true religion, if that ignorance be 
invincible, is not a fault in the eyes of God. But who 
will presume to arrogate to himself the right to mark 
the limits of such an ignorance, holding in account the 
various conditions of peoples, of countries, of minds, 
and of the infinite multiplicity of human things? When 
delivered from the bonds of the body, we shall see God 
as He is, we will comprehend perfectly by what admi-
rable and indissoluble bond the divine mercy and the 
divine justice are united; but as long as we are upon 
the earth, bent under the weight of this mortal mass 
which overloads the soul, let us hold firmly that which 

the Catholic doctrine teaches us, that there is only one 
God, one Faith, one Baptism; to seek to penetrate fur-
ther is not permitted.
“However, as charity demands, let us pour out before 

God incessant prayers, in order that, from all parts, all 
the nations may be converted to Christ; let us labor, as 
much as it is in us, for the common salvation of men. 
The arms of the Lord are not shortened, and the gifts 
of the heavenly grace are never wanting to those who 
sincerely wish for them, and who beg for the assistance 
of that light. These truths should be deeply engraved on 
the minds of the Faithful, that they may not suffer them-
selves to be corrupted by false doctrines, the object of 
which is to propagate indifference in matters of religion, 
an indifference that we see growing up, and spreading 
itself on all sides, to the loss of souls.” (https://inthesa-
mesense.org/references/catholic/sq1854.php)

While, therefore, we understand that there are many souls who may be invincibly ignorant 1, it is yet our respon-
sibility to bring them the Gospel, not only in word but in deed. We must understand, too, the difference between 
doctrine (the truths of the Church) and discipline (how we live out those truths). Discipline can be changed, just as 
you change your manner of teaching and disciplining your children as they grow from tots to teenagers. However, 
the truths upon which that discipline is based does not change.
Below, to assist us, is a Q&A on the changeable and unchangeable teachings of the Holy Roman Catholic Church.

1  Lack of knowledge, either of fact or law, for which a person is not morally responsible. This may be due to the difficulty of the object of the knowledge, or scarcity of evidence, or insuf-
ficient time or talent in the person, or any other factor for which he is not culpable. (Etym. Latin in, not + vincibilis, easily overcome: invincibilis.) (Fr. John Hardon’s Modern Catholic 
Dictionary, © Eternal Life)

Unchangeable Church Teaching: Unchangeable Church Teaching: 
What Can and Cannot Be  What Can and Cannot Be  
Reformed in the ChurchReformed in the Church

by Fr. Michael Mueller, 1875

 Q. What follows from the fact that the holy Roman Catholic Church can never be destroyed by any created power?
 A. That it would be the sin of heresy for any one to say that a reform of the doctrine or the constitution of the Roman 

Catholic Church could ever become necessary.

https://inthesamesense.org/references/catholic/sq1854.php
https://inthesamesense.org/references/catholic/sq1854.php
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 Q. Can anyone change the doctrine of Jesus Christ, or 
the articles of faith, the commandments, or the sac-
raments?

 A. To think so and to attempt to do so would be as fool-
ish as it would be for one to attempt to reform the 
visible world and the laws which God has estab-
lished to preserve and maintain it.

 Q. Could some new doctrine, new commandment, or 
new sacrament be added; or could some of the ar-
ticles of faith, some of the commandments, or some 
of the sacraments be left out?

 A. By no means.

 Q. Why not?
 A. Because not even the Apostles themselves had pow-

er from Christ to add to, or leave out, any portion of 
Christ’s doctrine.

 Q. How do we know this?
 A. Because Jesus Christ said to the Apostles: “Go and 

teach all nations, teach them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you.” —Matt. xxviii. 
19, 20.

 Q. In what other words has our Blessed Savior as-
sured us that His holy doctrine will never suffer any 
change?

 A. In these words: “Amen, I say unto you, till heaven 
and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall not pass 
of the law, till all be fulfilled.” Matt. v. 18. “Heaven 
and earth shall pass, but my words shall not pass.” 
Matt. xxiv. 35.

 Q. What does St. Paul say to assure us that nothing 
whatsoever can be added to, or left out of the doc-
trine of Jesus Christ?

 A. He says: But though we, or an angel from heaven, 
preach a gospel to you besides that which we have 
preached to you, let him be accursed. As we said 
before so now I say again: if any one preach to you a 
gospel besides that which you have received, let him 
be accursed.” Gal. i. 8, 9.

 Q. Is there nothing in the Catholic Church that may be 
reformed?

 A. Nothing in the doctrine which was delivered to her 

from the beginning to teach, but the manners of such 
of her pastors and children as fail to live up to her 
teachings, may and ought to be reformed.

 Q. May Priests and even Bishops, nay, even a Pope, fail 
to live up to Christ’s holy doctrine?

 A. They may, indeed; and certain periods of the lives of 
some of them have been very disedifying.

 Q. How can we easily account for this?
 A. Because one can know and teach the true doctrine 

of Christ without practicing it.

 Q. What, then, is the answer to those who object to our 
religion because the lives of certain pastors of the 
Church have been disedifying?

 A. The lives of the scribes and the Pharisees were very 
disedifying. Nevertheless our blessed Savior told the 
multitudes and His disciples that “they have sitten 
on the chair of Moses. All things, therefore, what-
soever they shall say to you, observe and do: but 
according to their works do ye not: for they say and 
do not.” Matt. xxiii. 2.

 Q. Does the Lord make use of apostate Catholics, 
such as Martin Luther, Calvin, John Knox, Henry 
VIII., King of England, to reform the manners of 
the people?

 A. The thought is absurd. The lives of those men were 
evil, and it is only the devil that makes use of them 
to pervert the people still more. The Lord makes use 
of His saints, such as a St. Francis of Assisi, a St. 
Dominick, a St. Ignatius, a St. Alphonsus, to convert 
the people and reform their evil manners by explain-
ing to them the truths of faith, the commandments, 
and the necessity of receiving the sacraments with 
proper dispositions, and by setting them in their 
own lives the loftiest example of faith, purity, and all 
Christian virtues.

 Q. Is it possible to reform men in any other way?
 A. Since the coming of the Redeemer it has never been 

heard that men were reformed and made virtuous by 
any other means than those which Jesus Christ left 
to His Church.
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The Faith of  the Roman CatholicThe Faith of  the Roman Catholic
 Q. What do the words “I believe” mean?
 A. They mean that I hold to be true that which another 

tells me.

 Q. What must we know of a person to believe firmly all 
his words?

 A. That he is truthful and knows well the things which 
he tells us.

 Q. Is God truthful?
 A. “He is Truth itself.” Rom. iii. 4.

 Q. Does God know all things well?
 A. “He knows all things as they are.” 1 John iii. 20.

 Q. Why, then, must we firmly believe all that God has 
made known?

 A. Because He can neither deceive nor be deceived. 
“God is not as a man, that he should lie.” Numb. 
xxiii. 19.

 Q. What is to believe God?
 A. It is to believe, without doubting, that whatever God 

has said is infallibly true.

 Q. Can we of ourselves have this firm faith?
 A. No; it is a particular gift and light of God. “By 

grace you are saved through faith, and that not of 
yourselves, for it is the gift of God.” Eph. ii. 8.

 Q. What does this gift bring about in the soul?
 A. It enlightens the understanding, and moves the will 

of man to believe without doubting all that God has 
made known. “Faith is the evidence of things that 
appear not.” Heb. xi. 1.

 Q. To whom did God make known all that we must be-
lieve and do?

 A. Only to the Roman Catholic Church.

 Q. From whom, then, must all men learn that they must 
believe and do?

 A. From the Roman Catholic Church, because she 
alone was appointed by God to teach the truths of 
salvation to all nations.

 Q. Is to believe what the Roman Catholic Church 
teaches not the same as to believe God Himself?

 A. It is, indeed.

 Q. Why?
 A. Because Jesus Christ has said to the pastors of the 

Church: “He who heareth you heareth me, and he 
who despiseth you despiseth me.”

 Q. What, then, is the faith of the Roman Catholic?
 A. It is a grace and light of the Holy Ghost, which en-

ables him to believe most firmly all that God teaches 
him by His Church.

 Q. Is this faith of the Roman Catholic a divine or hu-
man faith?

 A. It is divine faith.

 Q. Why is it divine?
 A. Because, by the light of grace, the Catholic knows 

for certain that the pastors of the Church are com-
missioned by God Himself to teach all men, in His 
name, authoritatively and infallibly, all the sacred 
and immutable truths of salvation, and, therefore, 
he feels himself bound in conscience to believe them 
without hesitation.
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 Q. Is this divine faith absolutely necessary for salva-
tion?

 A. Yes; because it is only by divine faith that we can 
please God.

 Q. Who assures us of this?
 A. Jesus Christ Himself.

 Q. What are His words?
 A. “Go and teach all nations.—He that believeth not 

shall be condemned.” Mark xvi.

 Q. What does St. Paul say of those who do not believe 
God, when He speaks to them through those whom 
He appointed to teach men?

 A. That “it is impossible to please God without faith.” 
Heb. xi.

 Q. What, then, is the rule of faith which Jesus Christ 
gave to all men?

 A. To listen to His living voice, speaking through the 
pastors of His Church, and to believe them.

 Q. Can men possibly have divine faith out of the Catho-
lic Church?

 A. Out of the Catholic Church there can be none but 
human faith.

 Q. What do you mean by human faith?
 A. To believe a man on his own authority.

 Q. Do those who are out of the Church, and teach and 
preach to the people, teach and preach on their own 
authority?

 A. They do; because they are not sent by God, nor have 
they received any mission from His Church.

 Q. What follows from this?
 A. That those who believe them do not believe God, but 

man, and, therefore, their faith is only human, which 
availeth them nothing unto salvation.

Qualities of  FaithQualities of  Faith
 Q. When is our faith quite pleasing to God?
 A. When it is strong, lively, entire, and sound.

 Q. When is our faith strong?
 A. When we believe without the least doubt, and choose 

to lose all, even our life, rather than fall away from it.

 Q. When is our faith lively?
 A. When we practice what our faith teaches.

 Q. When is our faith entire?
 A. When we believe all the truths which the Catholic Church teaches, as contained in the Holy Scripture or 

tradition.

 Q. When is our faith sound?
 A. When we avoid not only open heresy, but also diligently shun, and in our hearts dissent from, those errors which 

approach it more or less closely, and religiously observe those constitutions and decrees whereby such evil 
opinions, either directly or indirectly, have been proscribed and prohibited by the Holy See.
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Holy Scripture and TraditionHoly Scripture and Tradition
 Q. What do you mean by Holy Scripture?
 A. A collection of books which were written by holy 

men, inspired by the Holy Ghost, and acknowledged 
by the Catholic Church to be the written Word of 
God.

 Q. How is Holy Scripture divided?
 A. Into the books of the Old and the New Testament; or, 

of the Old and the New Law.

 Q. What are we told in the books of the Old Testament?
 A. In the books of the Old Testament we are told those 

truths which God made known before the coming of 
Christ.

 Q. What are we told in the books of the New Testa-
ment?

 A. Some of the truths which God made known through 
Jesus Christ and His Apostles.

 Q. Is it easy for everyone to understand the Holy Scrip-
ture?

 A. There is nothing more difficult than to understand 
the true meaning of every passage of the Scripture.

 Q. How do we know this?
 A. From Holy Scripture itself, which says that “there 

are certain things hard to be understood, which the 
unlearned and unstable wrest to their own destruc-
tion.” 2 Peter iii. 16.

 Q. May not everyone explain the Bible in his own pri-
vate manner?

 A. “No prophecy of the Scripture,” says St. Peter, “is 
made by private interpretation.” 2 Peter i. 20.

 Q. To whom belongs the interpretation of the Holy 
Scriptures?

 A. To the Catholic Church alone.

 Q. Why?
 A. “Because the Apostles carefully entrusted the Scrip-

tures to their successors; and to whom the Scrip-
tures were entrusted, to them also was committed 
the interpretation of Scripture.”—St. Irenaeus.

 Q. How does the Church make known the meaning of 
any passage of Scripture?

 A. She makes it known either directly by a solemn def-
inition, or by the universal consent of the Church 
dispersed throughout the world; and she makes it 
known indirectly when she tells us that we are to in-
terpret Scripture in such a way that our interpreta-
tion shall be in harmony with her teaching upon all 
other points of Christian doctrine.

 Q. Have any great evils followed from the unrestricted 
private interpretation of the Bible?

 A. Yes; numberless heresies and impieties.

 Q. What have the chief pastors of the Church done 
to guard the faithful against corrupted Bibles, and 
against erroneous interpretations of the Bible?

 A. They have decreed—1. That, with regard to read-
ing the Bible in the vernacular, we should have the 
learning and piety requisite for it. 2. That the trans-
lation should be approved by the Holy See, or ac-
companied with explanations by a Bishop.

 Q. Why did you say that in the New Testament we are 
told some of the truths, and not all the truths which 

Sacred Scripture depends on Sacred TraditionSacred Scripture depends on Sacred Tradition
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God made known through Jesus Christ and the 
Apostles?

 A. Because all the truths preached by Jesus Christ and 
the Apostles are not recorded in the Bible.

 Q. How do we know this?
 A. From the Bible itself, which says: “Many other signs 

also did Jesus in the sight of His disciples, which are 
not written in this book.” John xx. 30.

 Q. Why did the Apostles not write down all that Jesus 
had taught?

 A. Because Jesus Christ had not commanded them to 
write, but to preach His doctrine. “Go ye into the 
whole world and preach the Gospel to every crea-
ture.”—Mark xvi.15.

 Q. What is the unwritten doctrine of Jesus Christ and 
the Apostles called?

 A. Tradition.

 Q. How did the unwritten doctrine of Jesus Christ come 
down to us?

 A. The Apostles took great care to instruct their dis-
ciples thoroughly, and make them capable of so in-
structing others. Thus their pure doctrine was de-
livered to the first Bishops and priests of the Roman 
Catholic Church. By these, it was in like manner 
handed down to their successors; and so on, unim-
paired, to those who, at the present time, teach in the 
Catholic Church.

 Q. How do we know this?
 A. We know it from what St. Paul writes in his Second 

Epistle to the Bishop Timothy (chap. 11.2), and from 
the early Fathers of the Church.

 Q. What does St. Paul write?
 A. “And the things which thou hast heard of me by 

many witnesses, the same commend to faithful men, 
who shall be fit to teach others also.”

 Q. Which of the early Fathers of the Church writes, 
when speaking of the ninety-first heresy: “All things 
are not found in the Holy Scripture, for the Apostles 
have taught us some by tradition, some by writing”?

 A. St. Epiphanius.

 Q. Who is it that writes: “Of the many truths of faith 
held by the Church, some have been received from 
the inspired writings, others from tradition; both 
sources are equally pure and certain”?

 A. St. Basil, in his treatise on the Holy Ghost. Chap. 
xxvii.

 Q. Is that which was taught by Jesus Christ and His 
Apostles, but which is not written, less true than that 
which is written?

 A. The one is just as true as the other.

 Q. Why?
 A. Because the Apostles taught the true doctrine of Je-

sus Christ not less by their preaching, than by their 
writings, and the Holy Ghost expressed His will, as 
well by their tongues as by their pens.

 Q. What follows from this?
 A. That we must believe the unwritten Word of God as 

firmly as the written.

 Q. Who assures us most emphatically of this?
 A. St. Paul, in these words: “Therefore, brethren, stand 

fast; and hold the traditions which you have learned, 
whether by word, or by our Epistle.”—2 Thess. 11. 
14.

 Q. Was this also the belief of the Fathers of the Church?
 A. It was; for St. John Chrysostom writes, in his 4th 

homily on the Second Epistle of St. Paul to the Thes-
salonians: “Therefore it is evident that the Apostles 
taught many things without writing, which we must 
believe as firmly as those which are written.”

 Q. Name some of those truths of which the Bible does 
not speak, but which we believe from tradition?

 A. We know only from tradition—1. That little children 
are to be baptized. 2. That we must keep holy the 
Sunday instead of the Saturday. 3. We know only 
from tradition those books which are divine, and 
contain the written word of God.

 Q. But was it not possible that those truths which were 
taught by the Apostles, but were not written, might 
easily be corrupted, or forgotten altogether, because 
not recorded in Holy Scripture?
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 A. No; because God himself took care that what He 
had taught should not be forgotten, but be handed 
down to us uncorrupted.

 Q. Was there any written Word of God for two thou-
sand years, from Adam down to Moses?

 A. There was not.

 Q. How then did all that God spoke to Adam, Noah, 
etc., come down uncorrupted to Moses, who was the 
first to write down the Word of God?

 A. By tradition; that is, God took care that the Patri-
archs, His faithful servants, should hand down by 
word of mouth His doctrine uncorrupted from gen-
eration to generation.

 Q. Could not, and did not God do the same from the 
time of the Apostles down to us?

 A. He could, and did, by means of the faithful pastors 
of His Church.

 Q. How did the pastors of His Church hand down to us 
the unwritten doctrine of the Apostles?

 A. Partly by word of mouth and partly by their writ-
ings, in which they explain the doctrine of the Apos-
tles, written and unwritten.

 Q. What do we understand from this?
 A. That, for example, the faith of the Catholic Church 

in the Real Presence of Jesus Christ in the Blessed 
Sacrament would have been at all times precisely 
what it is, had it pleased God that the passages in 
Holy Scripture, relating to it, had never been writ-

ten; and so with all the rest of the teachings of the 
Catholic Church.

 Q. Are the doctrines of the Catholic Church then en-
tirely independent of Scripture?

 A. They are; because she taught her doctrines, and 
they were believed by the early Christians before 
the New Testament was written—centuries, indeed, 
before the Bible was collected into its present form; 
and she would have done so, in precisely the same 
manner, had they never been written.

 Q. What, then, do we mean when we say: “I believe the 
Holy Catholic Church”?

 A. We mean that we firmly believe in the fact that Jesus 
Christ has established a visible church, endless in 
her duration, and infallible in her doctrine, which 
we must believe and obey without reserve, if we 
would obtain eternal salvation; and that this Church 
is no other than the Roman Catholic Church.

 Q. How do people come to lose this faith?
 A. 1. By want of instruction. 

2. By neglect of prayer and other religious duties. 
3. By worldliness and a wicked life. 
4. By reading bad books. 
5. By intercourse with scoffers at religion. 
6. By mixed marriages. 
7. By becoming members of secret societies. 
8. By pride and subtle reasoning on the mysteries 
of our religion. 
9. By want of submission to the Church. 
10. By godless education.

What is Dogma? What is Dogma? 
by William Edward Addis, 1893

Dogma, in its theological sense, is a truth contained in the Word of God, written or unwritten—i.e. in Scripture or 
Tradition—and proposed by the Church for the belief of the faithful. Thus dogma is a revealed truth, since Scripture 
is inspired by the Holy Ghost, while tradition signifies the truths which the Apostles received from Christ and the 
Holy Spirit, and handed down to the Church.
From this definition, it follows that the Church has no power to make new dogmas. It is her office to contend for 

the faith once delivered, and to hand down the sacred deposit which she has received without adding to it or taking 
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from it. At the same time, the Church may enunciate fully and impose dog-
mas or articles of faith contained in the Word of God, or at least deduced from 
principles so contained, but as yet not fully declared and imposed. Hence 
with regard to a new definition—such, e.g., as that of Transubstantiation, 
Christians have a twofold duty. They are obliged to believe, first, that the 
doctrine so defined is true, and next that it is part of the Christian revelation 
received by the Apostles. Again, no Christian is at liberty to refuse assent to 
any dogma which the Church proposes. To do so involves nothing less than 
shipwreck of the faith, and no Catholic can accept the Protestant distinction 
between “fundamental and non-fundamental articles of faith.” It is a matter 
of fundamental importance to accept the whole of the Church’s teaching. 
True, a Catholic is not bound to know all the definitions of the Church—but, 
if he knowingly and wilfully contradicts or doubts the truth of any one among 
them, he ceases to be a Catholic.
This arbitrary distinction between essential and non-essential articles has 

led by natural consequence to the opinion that dogmatic belief, as such, mat-
ters little provided a man’s life is virtuous and his feelings are devout. A 
religion of this kind is on the very face of it different from the religion of the 

Apostles and their successors. St. Paul anathematises false teachers, and bids his disciples shun heretics; St. John 
denounces the denial of the Incarnation as a mark of Antichrist. If God has made a revelation, then both duty and 
devotional feeling must depend on the dogmas of that revelation, and be regulated by them.

There Can be No New Dogmas or Progress in Church TeachingsThere Can be No New Dogmas or Progress in Church Teachings
“The Church of Christ, zealous and cautious guardian of the dogmas deposited with it, never changes any phase 

of them. It does not diminish them or add to them; it neither trims what seems necessary nor grafts things superflu-
ous; it neither gives up its own or usurps what does not belong to it. But it devotes all its diligence to one aim: to 
treat tradition faithfully and wisely; to nurse and polish what from old times may have remained unshaped and un-
finished; to consolidate and strengthen what already was clear and plain; and to guard what already was confirmed 
and defined.” (St. Vincent of Lerins, 5th century A.D.)
“‘Guard.’ he says, ‘what has been committed.’ What does it mean, ‘what has been committed’? It is what has 

been faithfully entrusted to you, not what has been discovered by you; what you have received, not what you have 
thought up; a matter not of ingenuity, but of doctrine; not of private acquisition, but of public Tradition; a matter 
brought to you, not put forth by you, in which you must not be the author but the guardian, not the founder but 
the sharer, not the leader, but the follower. ‘Guard,’ he says, ‘what has been committed.’ Keep the talent [see Mt. 
25:14-30] of the Catholic Faith inviolate and unimpaired. What has been faithfully entrusted, let it remain in your 
possession, let it be handed on by you. You have received gold, so give gold. For my part, I do not want you to 
substitute one thing for another; I do not want you imprudently to put lead in place of gold, or fraudulently, brass. I 
do not want the appearance of gold, but the real thing. O Timothy, O priest, O interpreter, O teacher, if a divine gift 
has made you suitable in genius, in experience, in doctrine to be the Bezalel [i.e. skilled craftsman] of the spiritual 
tabernacle, cut out the precious gems of divine dogma, shape them faithfully, ornament them wisely, add splendor, 
grace and beauty to them! By your expounding it, may that now be understood more clearly which formerly was 
believed even in its obscurity. May posterity, by means of you, rejoice in understanding what in times past was 
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venerated without understanding. Nevertheless, teach the same that you have learned, so that if you say something 
anew, it is not something new that you say.” (St. Vincent of Lerins, c. 434 A.D.)
“What then should a Catholic do if some part of the Church were to separate itself from communion with the uni-

versal Faith? What other choice can he make but to prefer to the gangrenous and corrupted member the whole of 
the body that is sound. And if some new contagion were to try to poison no longer a small part of the Church, but 
all of the Church at the same time, then he will take the greatest care to attach himself to antiquity which, obviously, 
can no longer be seduced by any lying novelty.” (St. Vincent of Lerins, c. 434 A.D.)
“Hold firmly that your faith is identical with that of the ancients. Deny this, and you dissolve the unity of the 

Church.” (St. Thomas Aquinas)
“There being an imminent danger for the Faith, prelates must be questioned, even publicly, by their subjects. 

Thus, St. Paul, who was a subject of St. Peter, questioned him publicly on account of an imminent danger of scan-
dal in a matter of Faith. And, as the Glossa of St. Augustine puts it (Ad Galatas 2.14), ‘St. Peter himself gave the 
example to those who govern so that if sometime they stray from the right way, they will not reject a correction as 
unworthy even if it comes from their subjects . . . . (St. Thomas Aquinas)
The reprehension was just and useful, and the reason for it was not light: there was a danger for the preservation of 

Gospel truth . . . . The way it took place was appropriate, since it was public and manifest. For this reason, St. Paul 
writes: ‘I spoke to Cephas,’ that is, Peter, ‘before everyone,’ since the simulation practiced by St. Peter was fraught 
with danger to everyone. (St. Thomas Aquinas: Summa Theologiae, IIa IIae, Q. 33, A. 4)
“Some say that fraternal correction does not extend to the prelates either because man should not raise his voice 

against heaven, or because the prelates are easily scandalized if corrected by their subjects. However, this does not 
happen, since when they sin, the prelates do not represent heaven, and, therefore, must be corrected. And those who 
correct them charitably do not raise their voices against them, but in their favor, since the admonishment is for their 
own sake.... For this reason, according to other [authors], the precept of fraternal correction extends also to the prel-
ates, so that they may be corrected by their subjects.” (St. Thomas Aquinas: IV. Sententiarum, D. 19, Q. 2, A. 2)
With truly lamentable results, our age, casting aside all restraint in its search for the ultimate causes of things, 

frequently pursues novelties so ardently that it rejects the legacy of the human race. Thus it falls into very serious 
errors, which are even more serious when they concern sacred authority, the interpretation of Sacred Scripture, and 
the principal mysteries of Faith. The fact that many Catholic writers also go beyond the limits determined by the 
Fathers and the Church herself is extremely regrettable. In the name of higher knowledge and historical research 
(they say), they are looking for that progress of dogmas which is, in reality, nothing but the corruption of dogmas 
(St. Pope Pius X., “Lamentabili Sane”, 1907 A.D.)
CONDEMNED: “Divine revelation is imperfect, and therefore subject to continuous and indefinite progress, 

which corresponds to the progress of human reason.” (Pope Pius IX, This proposition was condemned in the 
Syllabus of Errors, Dec. 8, 1864 A.D.)
“If anyone rejects any written or unwritten tradition of the church, let him be anathema.” (Second Council of 

Nicaea 787 A.D.)
“O Timothy, guard the deposit entrusted to you, shunning profane novelties of words;” 1 Timothy 6:20 and again, 

“if any man preach unto you other than you have received, let him be accursed.” Galatians 1:9
Therefore all those who dare to think or teach anything different, or who follow the accursed heretics in reject-

ing ecclesiastical traditions, or who devise innovations, or who spurn anything entrusted to the church (whether it 
be the gospel or the figure of the cross or any example of representational art or any martyr’s holy relic), or who 
fabricate perverted and evil prejudices against cherishing any of the lawful traditions of the catholic church, or who 
secularize the sacred objects and saintly monasteries, we order that they be suspended if they are bishops or clerics, 
and excommunicated if they are monks or lay people. (Second Council of Nicaea 787 A.D.) 
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“Just as it is licit to resist a Pontiff who attacks the body, so it is licit to resist him who attacks souls, or who dis-
turbs the civil order. or. above all, him who tries to destroy the Church. It is licit to resist him by not doing what 
he order and by impeding the execution of his will.”(St. Robert Bellarmine, Doctor of the Church, De Romano 
Pontifice, Book II, Chapter II, Chapter 29)
Better that only a few Catholics should be left, staunch and sincere in their religion, than that they should, remain-

ing many, desire as it were, to be in collusion with the Church’s enemies and in conformity with the open foes of 
our faith.” (St. Peter Canisius (1521-1597)
“Urge them never to allow themselves to be deceived and led into error by men who have become abominable 

in their pursuits. These men attempt to destroy faith on the pretext of human progress, subjecting it in an impious 
manner to reason and changing the meaning of the words of God. Such men do not shrink from the greatest insults 
to God Himself, who cares for the good and the salvation of men by means of His heavenly religion.” (Pope Pius 
IX, “Qui Pluribus”, 1846 A.D.)
“Therefore, it is obviously absurd and injurious to propose a certain ‘restoration and regeneration’ for [the Church] 

as though necessary for her safety and growth, as if she could be considered subject to defect or obscuration or 
other misfortune. Indeed these authors of novelties consider that a ‘foundation may be laid of a new human institu-
tion,’ and what Cyprian detested may come to pass, that what was a divine thing ‘may become a human church.’” 
(Pope Gregory XVI, “Mirari Vos”, 1832 A.D.)
“To announce, therefore, to Catholic Christians something other than that which they have received is never per-

mitted, is nowhere permitted, and never will be permitted. And 
to anathematize those who announce anything other than that 
which has been received once and for all has never been unnec-
essary, is nowhere unnecessary, and never will be unnecessary” 
(St. Vincent of Lerins, c. 434 A.D.)
“For the Church of Christ, watchful guardian that she is, and 

defender of the dogmas deposited with her, never changes any-
thing, never diminishes anything, never adds anything to them; 
but with all diligence she treats the ancient documents faithfully 
and wisely; if they really are of ancient origin and if the faith of 
the Fathers has transmitted them, she strives to investigate and 
explain them in such a way that the ancient dogmas of heavenly 
doctrine will be made evident and clear, but will retain their full, 
integral, and proper nature, and will grow only within their own 
genus - that is, within the same dogma, in the same sense and the 
same meaning.” (Pope Pius IX, “Ineffabilis Deus”, 1854 A.D.)
“For the teaching authority of the Church, which in the divine 

wisdom was constituted on earth in order that revealed doctrines 
might remain intact forever, and that they might be brought with 
ease and security to the knowledge of men, and which is daily 
exercised through the Roman Pontiff and the Bishops who are 
in communion with him, has also the office of defining, when it 
sees fit, any truth with solemn rites and decrees, whenever this is 
necessary either to oppose the errors or the attacks of heretics, or 
more clearly and in greater detail to stamp the minds of the faith-
ful with the articles of sacred doctrine which have been explained. 
But in the use of this extraordinary teaching authority no newly 
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invented matter is brought in, nor is anything new added to the number of those truths which are at least implicitly 
contained in the deposit of Revelation, divinely handed down to the Church: only those which are made clear which 
perhaps may still seem obscure to some, or that which some have previously called into question is declared to be of 
faith.” (Pope Pius XI, “Mortalium Animos”, 1928)
“It is with no less deceit, venerable brothers, that other enemies of divine revelation, with reckless and sacrile-

gious effrontery, want to import the doctrine of human progress into the Catholic religion. They extol it with the 
highest praise, as if religion itself were not of God but the work of men, or a philosophical discovery which can 
be perfected by human means... Our holy religion was not invented by human reason, but was most mercifully 
revealed by God; therefore, one can quite easily understand that religion itself acquires all its power from the au-
thority of God who made the revelation, and that it can never be arrived at or perfected by human reason.” (Pope 
Pius IX, “Qui Pluribus”, 1846 A.D.)

A Baby’s HugA Baby’s Hug

We were the only family with chil-
dren in the restaurant. I sat Erik in a 
high chair and noticed everyone was 
eating and talking quietly.
Suddenly Erik squealed with glee 

and said, “Hi there.” He pounded 
his fat baby hands on the highchair 
tray. His eyes were crinkled in 
laughter and his mouth was bared in 
a toothless grin as he wriggled and 
giggled with merriment. 
I looked around and saw the 

source of his happiness. It was a 
man whose pants were baggy and 
whose toes poked out of his shoes. 

His shirt was dirty and his hair 
was uncombed and unwashed. His 
whiskers were too short to be called 
a beard and his nose was so vari-
cose it looked like a road map. We 
were too far from him to smell him, 
but I was sure he smelled bad. 
His hands waved and flapped on 

loose wrists. “Hi ya, buster,” the 
man said to Erik. My husband and I 
exchanged looks. “What do we do?” 
Erik continued to laugh and answer, 
“Hi, hi there.”  
Everyone in the restaurant no-

ticed and looked at us and then at 

the man. The old geezer was creat-
ing a scene with my beautiful baby. 
Our meal came and the man began 
shouting from across the room, “Do 
you know patty cake? Do you know 
peek-a-boo? Hey, look, he knows 
peek-a-boo.” 
Nobody thought the old man was 

cute. He was obviously drunk. My 
husband and I were embarrassed. 
We ate in silence, except for Erik, 
who was running through his reper-
toire for the admiring skid row bum, 
who in turn, reciprocated with his 
cute comments. 

Oh Mother, all this blessed assurance of our holy Faith is so good. Is it possible to truly live what we be-
lieve at every moment and in all circumstances?
Of course, it is – it must be. Did Our Lord command us to love Him with all of our heart, soul, mind, and strength 

and our neighbor as ourselves only some times? When we’re feeling up to it? When our minds are rightly focused? 
Of course not. His grace is sufficient for every moment we breathe and for every situation we meet. Yes, we fail. I 

do too. But God’s unending love and grace continue to teach us and draw us ever closer to that Heart that so loved 
the world. Blessed be His Name. This last story is one such example of a Catholic couple who lost focus momen-
tarily, but who, through the love of God between their baby and a “skid-row bum,” were reminded of the love, 
forgiveness and sacrifice of God for every soul. 
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We finally got through the meal 
and headed for the door. My hus-
band went to pay the check and told 
me to meet him in the parking lot. 
The old man was poised between 

me and the door.  
“Lord, just let me out of here before 

he speaks to me or Erik,” I prayed. 
As I drew closer to the man, I 

turned my back trying to sidestep 
him and avoid any air he might be 
breathing. As I did, Erik leaned over 
my arm, reaching with both arms in 
a baby’s “pick me up” position. 

Before I could stop him, Erik had 
propelled himself from my arms into 
the man’s. Suddenly a very smelly 
old man and a very young baby con-
summated their love relationship. In 
an act of total trust, love, and sub-
mission, Erik laid his tiny head upon 
the man’s ragged shoulder.  
The man’s eyes closed, and I saw 

tears hover beneath his lashes. His 
aged hands, full of grime, pain, and 
hard labor, cradled my baby’s bot-
tom and stroked his back. No two 
beings have ever loved so deeply for 
so short a time. I was awestruck. 

The old man rocked and 
cradled Erik in his arms 
and his eyes opened and 
fixed squarely on mine. 
He said in a firm com-
manding voice, “You take 
care of this baby.” 
Somehow I managed to 

say, “I will,” from a throat 
that contained a stone. He 
pried Erik from his chest 
unwillingly, longingly, as 
though he were in pain.  

I took my baby, and the man said, 
“God bless you, ma’am. You’ve giv-
en me my Christmas gift.” 
I said nothing more than a mur-

mured thanks. With Erik in my arms, 
I ran for the car.  
My husband was wondering why 

I was crying and holding Erik so 
tightly and why I was saying, “My 
God, my God, forgive me.”  
I had just witnessed Christ’s love 

shown through the innocence of 
a tiny child who saw no sin, who 
made no judgment; a child who saw 
a soul, and a mother who saw a suit 
of clothes.  
I was a Christian who was blind, 

holding a child who was not.  
I felt it was God asking, “Are you 

willing to share your son for a mo-
ment?” when He shared His for all 
eternity.  
The ragged old man had unwitting-

ly reminded me, “To enter the King-
dom of God, we must become as little  
children.”

I never tire of this story and never lose my gratitude for being re-
minded that, indeed to enter the Kingdom, we must become as little 
children. Little children who love. And who know how much they are 
loved by the One who became Man for them, for us, who suffered and 
died and rose from the dead to give us life – now and forever in and 
with Him.
Our love to each of you and to your families this blessed Christmas-

tide. May the Christ Child bring you much joy as you celebrate His 
amazing, miraculous, heavenly Birth.

Mother Miriam of the Lamb of God, O.S.B.

A Few Important Notes...
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To All Current and Would-be Subscribers . . . To All Current and Would-be Subscribers . . . 
As most of you are aware, we do not charge for our newsletters. However, we do not wish to continue to send them to those 

who do not, or no longer wish, to receive them. Therefore, we ask that If you do wish to receive the newsletter, and have not 
returned the form from our Easter 2022 newsletter, that you return this small form to us in the enclosed post-paid envelope, 
or, if you prefer, you may email us at: mail@motherofisraelshope.org. If we do not hear from you, we will remove you from 
our list for now and look forward to hearing from you if, at any time in the future, you wish to be reinstated. God bless you!

□ Please __keep me on __add me to your mailing list.

Name (Please print)  ________________________________________________________________________________

Address  __________________________________________________________________________________________

City_________________________________________ State_______________________ Zip ______________________

Email  ____________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone (H)_________________________________________ (C) _____________________________________________

□ NOTE: The address above is our new address. Our previous address (email/phone) is:

Name (Please print)  ________________________________________________________________________________

Address  __________________________________________________________________________________________

City_________________________________________ State_______________________ Zip ______________________

Email  ____________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone (H)_________________________________________ (C) _____________________________________________

To Our Oblates . . . To Our Oblates . . . 
It has been so very long since our last Oblate Letter. We do apologize. You may know that the past two years have been spent 

in large measure in moving from Tulsa, Oklahoma to Beloit, Kansas and then to Tyler, Texas, which, we pray will be our 
forever home this side of Heaven!

Beginning with our Easter 2023 Newsletter, every Newsletter of the Daughters of Mary, Mother of Israel’s Hope will in-
clude a section for “Mary’s Oblates.” We have an exciting new manual to tell you about this coming 
Easter – just a few months away! 

In the interim, if you are somewhat new to our Oblate family, welcome. Please feel free to 
download and/or print any item from the Mary’s Oblates tab on our website. We ask your pa-
tience as we unpack here in Tyler and catch up on answering questions, mailing out the Oblate 
Commentaries, St. Benedict medals, etc.!

God bless all of you as you strive individually or as a family to live our most holy Faith under 
the Rule of Saint Benedict, the Father of Western Monasticism and the monk to whom many Popes 
looked for holy guidance in their personal growth and in leading the flock of God!

mailto:mail@motherofisraelshope.org
https://motherofisraelshope.org/category/marys-oblates/
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One final – and true – Christmas story . . . 

The Christmas TruceThe Christmas Truce
by David G. Stratman 

From his book We Can Change the World

It was December 25, 1914, only 5 months into World War I. 
German, British, and French soldiers, already sick and tired 
of the senseless killing, disobeyed their superiors and frat-
ernized with “the enemy” along two-thirds of the Western 
Front (a crime punishable by death in times of war). German 
troops held Christmas trees up out of the trenches with signs, 
“Merry Christmas.”

“You no shoot, we no shoot.” Thousands of troops 
streamed across a no-man’s land strewn with rotting corps-
es. They sang Christmas carols, exchanged photographs of 

loved ones back home, shared rations, played football, even 
roasted some pigs. Soldiers embraced men they had been 
trying to kill a few short hours before. They agreed to 
warn each other if the top brass forced them to fire their 
weapons, and to aim high.

A shudder ran through the high command on either side. 
Here was disaster in the making: soldiers declaring their 
brotherhood with each other and refusing to fight. Gener-
als on both sides declared this spontaneous peacemaking to 
be treasonous and subject to court martial. By March 1915 
the fraternization movement had been eradicated and the 
killing machine put back in full operation. By the time of 
the armistice in 1918, fifteen million would be slaughtered.

Not many people have heard the story of the Christmas 
Truce. On Christmas Day, 1988, a story in the Boston Globe 
mentioned that a local FM radio host played “Christmas in 
the Trenches,” a ballad about the Christmas Truce, several 
times and was startled by the effect. The song became the 
most requested recording during the holidays in Boston 
on several FM stations. “Even more startling than the num-
ber of requests I get is the reaction to the ballad afterward 
by callers who hadn’t heard it before,” said the radio host. 
“They telephone me deeply moved, sometimes in tears, ask-
ing, ‘What the hell did I just hear?’ “

You can probably guess why the callers were in tears. 
The Christmas Truce story goes against most of what we 
have been taught about people. It gives us a glimpse of 
the world as we wish it could be and says, “This really 
happened once.” It reminds us of those thoughts we keep 
hidden away, out of range of the TV and newspaper stories 
that tell us how trivial and mean human life is. It is like 
hearing that our deepest wishes really are true: the world 
really could be different.

To All . . . To All . . . 
Dear Family, I pray you know how very grateful we are for your participation in this glorious mission and for every prayer 

and penny you have contributed and continue to contribute. For those of you who contribute automatically via your bank or 
other corporate venue, would you kindly take a few minutes to give them our new address so that your donations come directly 
to us in Texas? That would truly save much delayed (and some lost) mail ! God bless you for your kindness and assistance!
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�e Canticle of Simeon

Now dismiss �y servant, 
O Lord, in peace, 

according to �y  word: 
For mine own eyes have 

seen �y salvation, which 
�ou hast prepared in the 
sight of all the peoples, a 
light to reveal �ee to the 
nations and the glory of 

�y people Israel.

O little town of Bethlehem 
How still we see Thee lie 

Above Thy deep and dreamless sleep 
The silent stars go by 

 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth 

The everlasting light 
The hopes and fears of all the years 

Are met in Thee tonight 
 

For Christ is born of Mary 
And, gathered all above 

While mortals sleep, the angels keep 
Their watch of wondering love 

 
O morning stars, together 
Proclaim the Holy birth 

And praises sing to God the King 
And peace to men on earth

 
How silently, how silently 
The wondrous gift is given 

So God imparts to human hearts 
The blessings of His heaven 

 
No ear may hear His coming 

But in this world of sin 
Where meek souls will receive Him 

Still the dear Christ enters in 
 

O Holy Child of Bethlehem 
Descend to us, we pray 

Cast out our sin and enter in 
Be born in us today 

 
We hear the Christmas angels 

The great glad tidings tell 
O come to us, abide with us 

Our Lord Emmanuel



We bless God for you, Beloved, and for your prayers and support in so 
many ways. We have sold our home in Beloit, Kansas, and have purchased 
two 5-bedroom mobile homes in Tyler, Texas which we are hoping will 
hold 12 Sisters to begin with in addition to our Chapel, Library, Refectory, 
Community Room, etc.! A wonderful Benedictine monk is designing a most 
beautiful monastery which we pray will be Our dear Lord’s will that we see 
built in time. In the interim, we need to cover 
the dirt our houses sit on and build a 
driveway and path to both homes to help with 
the mud from the frequent rains in Texas! All 
is well; we could not be happier and more 
grateful for all that God has provided. Please 
know that your prayers and gifts of any size 
will be wonderfully received and put to 
immediate use! God bless you and answer our 
daily prayers for your every need.

We pray daily for our benefactors, and for all who have need. God bless and keep you steadfast in His love!

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Daughters of Mary, Mother of Israel’s Hope is a charitable non-profit corporation under 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. All donations are tax deductible. God love you!

Click here 
TO 

DONATE 
online

OR mail in this form.

 Mother, please accept enclosed or   charge to our credit card below our gift of: $__________________.

 We would like to begin to support you with a regular donation of $________ monthly $________ quarterly

     Please charge our credit card below, or  send us _____ monthly _____ quarterly reminders.

 Checks may be made payable to: Daughters of Mary, MIH.

 Credit Card  #: ________-________-________-________  Exp. Date ______/______   CID (3-digit code) _______

Phone ( _________ )__________________  Email ______________________________________________________

Your Name (Please Print) __________________________________________________________________________

Signature (for Credit Card) _________________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address:  New  Same as previously

Name _________________________________________________________________________________________

Street or P.O. ___________________________________________________________________________________

City_______________________________________________________State___________Zip ____________________

A most Blessed 
Christmastide and a 
Blessed, Healthy and 
Holy New Year to you 

and to your loved ones!
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Mail to: Daughters of Mary, Mother of Israel’s Hope, 908 Dallas Street, #627, Winona, TX 75792

https://motherofisraelshope.org/donate-2/
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