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Easter to Pentecost 2016

The Canticle of Simeon
Now dismiss Thy servant,
O Lord, in peace,
according to Thy word:
For mine own eyes have
seen Thy salvation, which
Thou hast prepared in the
sight of all the peoples, a
light to reveal Thee to the
nations and the glory of
Thy people Israel.
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Two Angels
and
Two Women
who
Changed
the Course
of History
“The steadfast love of
the Lord never ceases, His
mercies never come to an end;
they are new every morning;
great is Thy faithfulness.”
Image used with permission of the Artist, Sister Grace, of Our Lady of the Mississippi Abbey.
To purchase a print: go to www.monasterycandy.com, under "Religious Goods" and then "Prints"
Community: www.mississippiabbey.org

(Lamentations 3:22-23)

466 S. 79th East Avenue, Tulsa, OK 74112 ~ (918) 576-7607 ~ www.motherofisraelshope.org
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The Fallen Angel and the First Woman

“Now the serpent was more subtle than any other wild creature that the LORD God had made. He said to the woman,
‘Did God say, “You shall not eat of any tree of the
garden”?’
And the woman said to the serpent
‘We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden; but
God said, “You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree which
is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it,
lest you die.”’
But the serpent said to the woman,
‘You will not die. For God knows that when you eat of
it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God,
knowing good and evil.’
So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food,
and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be
desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she
also gave some to her husband, and he ate. Then the eyes of
both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and
they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves aprons.
“And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the
garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid
themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the
trees of the garden. But the LORD God
called to the man, and said to him,
“Where are you?”
And he said,
‘I heard the sound of thee in
the garden, and I was afraid,
because I was naked; and I
hid myself.’
‘Who told you that you were
naked? Have you eaten of
the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?’
The man said,
‘The woman whom Thou gavest
to be with me, she gave me fruit of
the tree, and I ate.’
Then the LORD God said to the woman,
‘What is this that you have done?’
The woman said,
‘The serpent beguiled me, and I ate.’
The LORD God said to the serpent,
‘Because you have done this, cursed are you above all
cattle, and above all wild animals; upon your belly you
shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life.
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I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her seed; he shall bruise your
head and you shall bruise his heel’ (Genesis 3:1-15,
emphasis ours).”
Following God’s words of consequence to the serpent,
the woman and the man, the Scriptures say that, “The man
(Adam) called his wife’s name Eve, because she was the
mother of all living” (Genesis 3:20).

A question for you: What or Who is
the “seed of the woman” who would bruise
the head of the “seed of the serpent”?
You know, Mother Miriam, if I were Eve back then,
I probably would have thought that the “seed of the
woman” would be her firstborn, whom they named
Cain. What else would have made sense to Eve?
I agree, Zelda. I suspect, however, that when Cain killed his
brother, Abel, Adam and Eve prayed for another seed!
Seth, their third-born was also not the promised seed. The
Scriptures say, however, that, with Seth, men again began
to call upon the Name of the Lord (Genesis 4:26). And you
can trace the line of the Promised Seed (i.e., the line through
which the promised One would be born) from Adam and Eve
through Seth to a man named Noah. That line would continue
through Noah’s son, Shem, to a man named Abram (meaning “high and honored father”).
To Abram, God said:
Go . . . from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. And I will

God calls Abram
and Blesses Him with
		
a Promise of Christ
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make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and
make your name great, so that you will be a blessing.
I will bless those who bless you, and him who curses
you I will curse; and by you all the families of the earth
shall bless themselves . . . No longer shall your name
be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have
made you the father of a multitude of nations (Genesis
12:1-3, 17:5).
From Abraham, the line of the Promised Seed would continue through his son, Isaac; then from Isaac through his son,
Jacob; from Jacob through his son, Judah; and from the family of Judah through his son, David, the sweet psalmist and
shepherd of Israel who would become Israel’s greatest king.
It was to David that the promise of a Ruler in Israel would be
made, a Ruler who would come from David’s line and whose
throne would be established forever (cf. 2 Samuel 7:12, 16).
God’s promise to His servant David was known to all Israel
and, to this day, is clung to in every faithful Jewish home.
Growing up in my own Jewish home in Brooklyn, we sang:
David Melech Yisrael, Chai, Chai v'kayam!
(David, King of Israel, Live, Live forever!)
Mother, how is it that the Jewish people understand that
King David’s line would live forever?
Good question, Zelda. There are two wonderful prophesies the Jewish people hold to this day that identify the line
through which Israel’s Messiah would come. The first is Genesis 49:10, the context of which is the prophecy that Jacob
spoke on his deathbed predicting the future of his twelve
sons. Of his son, Judah, he said:
“The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor the
ruler’s staff from between his feet, until he comes to
whom it belongs; and to him shall be the obedience of
the peoples” (Genesis 49:10).
Less than 1,000 years later, a son was born from the line of
Judah whose name was David, who was indeed “a man after
God’s own heart” (Acts 13:22). It was to David that the word
of the Lord came through the prophet Nathan:
‘Thus says the LORD . . . When your days are fulfilled
and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your
offspring after you, who shall come forth from your
body, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build
a house for my name, and I will establish the throne
of his kingdom for ever” (cf. 2 Samuel 7:4-5, 11b-13).
It was (and is still) understood that the Messiah of Israel, the
Ruler of Israel, the One whose throne would be established
forever, would come through David’s line – that is, would be
a descendant of King David and sit on David’s throne – not
for one generation, as did David, but forever.
Another thousand years passed . . . until one day . . . an angel of the Lord was sent from God to a virgin, born a descen-
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dant of David, from the tribe of Judah, in the City of David,
whose name was Mary. Listen . . .
“In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to
a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a
man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the
virgin’s name was Mary.
And he came to her and said,
‘Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with you!’
But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and considered
in her mind what sort of greeting this might be. And the angel
said to her,
‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with
God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and
bear a son and you shall call his name Jesus.
‘He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most
High; and the Lord God will give to him the throne of
his father David, and he will reign over the house of
Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there will be no
end.’
And Mary said,
‘Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord; let it be to me
according to your word.’
And the angel departed from her (cf. Luke 1:26-38, emphasis ours).

Two women: each visited by an angel,
each submitting to the angel’s message

• the first angel: Satan (a Hebrew word meaning “adversary”
or “devil”), with a message that would plunge Eve, Adam,
and all of mankind into sin and separation from God;
• the second angel: Gabriel (also Hebrew, meaning “God
is my strong man”), with a message that would herald the
birth of the Savior, the Redeemer (the Remedy!) – a.k.a.:
the Anointed One, the Messiah, the Second Adam, the
Promised Seed – and restore, Adam’s fallen race through
the “Yes” of Mary, the Second Eve.

Easter to Pentecost 2016

Page 4

Words from the Church Fathers on the Two Angels and the Two Eves
St. Justin Martyr, 2nd century (c. AD 100-165)
“[Jesus] became man by the Virgin, in order that the disobedience which proceeded from the serpent might receive
its destruction in the same manner in which it derived its origin. For Eve, who was a virgin and undefiled, having conceived the word of the serpent, brought forth disobedience
and death.”
“But the Virgin Mary received faith
and joy, when the angel Gabriel announced the good tidings to her that
the Spirit of the Lord would come upon
her, and the power of the Highest would
overshadow her: wherefore also the
Holy Thing begotten of her is the Son
of God; and she replied, ‘Be it unto me
according to your word.” (Dialogue
with Trypho, 100, AD 160)
St. Irenaeus of Lyon, 2nd century
(c. AD 202)
“[W]hat is joined together could not
otherwise be put asunder than by inversion of the process by which these
bonds of union had arisen; so that the
former ties be cancelled by the latter…
[…] [I]t was that the knot of Eve’s disobedience was loosed by the obedience
of Mary. For what the virgin Eve had bound fast through
unbelief, this did the virgin Mary set free through faith.”
(Against Heresies, III.22.4, A.D. 180)
“For just as [Eve] was led astray by the word of an angel,
so that she fled from God when she had transgressed His
word; so did [Mary], by an angelic communication, receive
the glad tidings that she should sustain God, being obedient
to His word. And if the former did disobey God, yet the latter
was persuaded to be obedient to God, in order that the Virgin
Mary might become the patroness of the virgin Eve.”
“And thus, as the human race fell into bondage to death by
means of a virgin, so is it rescued by a virgin; virginal disobedience having been balanced in the opposite scale by virginal
obedience.” (Against Heresies, V.19.1, A.D. 180)
Tertullian, 2nd-3rd century (c. AD 155–240)
“For it was while Eve was yet a virgin, that the ensnaring
word had crept into her ear which was to build the edifice of
death. Into a virgin’s soul, in like manner, must be introduced
that Word of God which was to raise the fabric of life; so that
what had been reduced to ruin by this sex, might by the selfsame sex be recovered to salvation. As Eve had believed the
serpent, so Mary believed the angel. The delinquency which the
one occasioned by believing, the other by believing effaced.”

“But (it will be said) Eve did not at the devil’s word conceive in her womb. Well, she at all events conceived; for
the devil’s word afterwards became as seed to her that she
should conceive as an outcast, and bring forth in sorrow. Indeed she gave birth to a fratricidal devil; while Mary, on the
contrary, bare one who was one day to secure salvation to
Israel, His own brother after the flesh, and the murderer of
Himself.
“God therefore sent down into the
virgin’s womb His Word, as the good
Brother, who should blot out the memory of the evil brother. Hence it was
necessary that Christ should come
forth for the salvation of man, in that
condition of flesh into which man had
entered ever since his condemnation.”
(The Flesh of Christ, 17, A.D. 210)
St. Gregory the Wonder-worker, 3rd
century (c. AD 213–270)
“When I remember the disobedience of
Eve, I weep. But when I view the fruit of
Mary, I am again renewed. Deathless by
descent, invisible through beauty, before
the ages light of light; of God the Father
wast Thou begotten; being Word and Son
of God, Thou didst take on flesh from
Mary Virgin, in order that Thou mightest renew afresh Adam
fashioned by Thy holy hand.” (Homily Concerning the Holy
Mother of God Ever-Virgin, 1)
St. Jerome, 4th century (c. AD 347-420)
“Death came through Eve, but life has come through Mary.”
(Epistle 22, 21)
St. Ephrem, 4th century (c. AD 306–373)
“Let women praise Her, the pure Mary — that as in Eve
their mother, great was their reproach — lo! In Mary their
sister, greatly magnified was their honor. . . Of him the Lord
said, that he had fallen from Heaven — The Abhorred One
had exalted himself; from his uplifting he has fallen. The foot
of Mary has trod him down, who bruised Eve with his heel.”
(Hymns on the Nativity, 15)
St. Augustine, 4th-5th century (AD 354-430)
“Our Lord . . . was not averse to males, for he took the form
of a male, nor to females, for of a female he was born. Besides, there is a great mystery here: that just as death comes
to us through a woman, life is born to us through a woman;
that the devil, defeated, would be tormented by each nature,
feminine and masculine, as he had taken delight in the defection of both.” (Christian Combat 22.24, A.D. 396)

Newsletter Eighteen

Mother, I had not realized before the emphasis on the
Blessed Mother as the New Eve. I’m wondering, though,
why we are not focusing so much on Christ as the new
Adam? After all, wasn’t it Adam who plunged us into
sin by accepting the fruit of the tree from Eve? – and
wasn’t it Christ, the new Adam, who reversed the curse
in the Garden and restored us to God through His death
and resurrection?
Yes, indeed, dearest Zelda. The emphasis here, however, is
on “the Woman” and the exceeding mercy of God that sent
His Son – in the fullness of time, born of a woman (Galatians
4:4-7) – to die for the sin of our first parents. The Apostle
Paul wrote:
“Adam was formed first, then Eve; and Adam was not
deceived, but the woman was deceived and became a
transgressor” (1 Timothy 2:13-14). “Thus it is written, ‘The first man, Adam, became a living being’; the
last Adam became a life-giving spirit” (1 Corinthians
15:45). “[F]or as all die in Adam, so all will be made
alive in Christ” (1 Corinthians 15:22).
If you have never read the ancient homily for Holy Saturday below, you are in for a treat . . .

The Lord’s descent into hell

What is happening? Today there is a great silence over the
earth, a great silence, and stillness, a great silence because
the King sleeps; the earth was in terror and was still, because God slept in the flesh and
raised up those who were sleeping from the ages. God has died
in the flesh, and the underworld
has trembled.
Truly He goes to seek out our
first parent like a lost sheep; He
wishes to visit those who sit in
darkness and in the shadow of
death. He goes to free the prisoner Adam and his fellow-prisoner
Eve from their pains, He who is
God, and Adam's son.
The Lord goes in to them holding his victorious weapon, his
cross. When Adam, the first created man, sees him, he
strikes his breast in terror and calls out to all: “My Lord
be with you all.” And Christ in reply says to Adam: “And
with your spirit.” And grasping his hand he raises him up,
saying: “Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and
Christ shall give you light.
“I am your God, who for your sake became your son, who
for you and your descendants now speak and command
with authority those in prison: Come forth, and those in
darkness: Have light, and those who sleep: Rise.
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“I command you: Awake, sleeper, I have not made you to
be held a prisoner in the underworld. Arise from the dead;
I am the life of the dead. Arise, O man, work of my hands,
arise, you who were fashioned in my image. Rise, let us
go hence; for you in Me and I in you, together we are one
undivided person.
“For you, I your God became your son; for you, I the
Master took on your form; that of slave; for you, I who am
above the heavens came on earth and under the earth; for
you, man, I became as a man without help, free among the
dead; for you, who left a garden, I was handed over to Jews
from a garden and crucified in a garden.
“Look at the spittle on my face, which I received because
of you, in order to restore you to that first divine inbreathing
at creation. See the blows on my cheeks, which I accepted in
order to refashion your distorted form to my own image.
“See the scourging of my back, which I accepted in order to
disperse the load of your sins which was laid upon your back.
See my hands nailed to the tree for a good purpose, for you,
who stretched out your hand to the tree for an evil one.
“I slept on the cross and a sword pierced my side, for
you, who slept in paradise and brought forth Eve from your
side. My side healed the pain of your side; my sleep will release you from your sleep in Hades; my sword has checked
the sword which was turned against you.
“But arise, let us go hence. The enemy brought you out of
the land of paradise; I will reinstate you, no longer in paradise, but on the throne of heaven.
I denied you the tree of life, which
was a figure, but now I myself am
united to you, I who am life. I
posted the cherubim to guard you
as they would slaves; now I make
the cherubim worship you as they
would God.
“The cherubim throne has been
prepared, the bearers are ready
and waiting, the bridal chamber
is in order, the food is provided,
the everlasting houses and rooms
are in readiness; the treasures of
good things have been opened;
the kingdom of heaven has been prepared before the ages.”
Alleleluja! J How wonderful, Mother Miriam. To think:
the Creator of Adam became Adam’s Son – and the same
(the only!) Creator who also created Mary (the new Eve)
became her Son – all to save us, Adam and Eve’s fallen
race. Oh, may we never lose gratitude.
I agree, dear Zelda. Let me transition us now to a few updates on our community.
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It’s about time! The last time we heard from you was at Christmas! Did the six new aspirants enter?
Indeed they did. One more will enter in June at which point we’ll be completely out of space! Here are . . .

A few Firsts with our new Aspirants – now Postulants!
Our first photo with our beloved Bishop Edward James
Slattery, Bishop of Tulsa, at our parish of Saints Peter and
Paul following the dedication of the Shrine to Saint Toribo, a
Mexican martyr who died in the Cristero War, and is now the
Patron Saint of Immigrants.

First outing to the grocery store!

First Holy Mass at the Priory with Father Tim Davison
First Procession preceding the
Rogation Mass on the Feast of
Saint Mark at Saints Peter and Paul
Our first (not only!)
tornado warning! All 7 of
us snug in our bathroom
under the stairwell.
First visit to the Schmidt family to
explore the potential of building a priory
on their property. We are pictured here
with Dr. Frank Schmidt, the head of
this most dear family.

Theresa and her niece, Claire
First family visit to the priory from Greg and Meg Higson and family, who brought
Theresa’s, one-year old pooch, Reina, on a canine J “Come & See” visit. It is possible that Reina will enter the community before the Fall group of Candidates!

Back to January: Getting ready for the new Aspirants!
Sheila Michie
taking a meditative break before
the Child Jesus
– best spot in the
Priory!

Cleaning crew enjoying a
well-deserved lunch break

Karen Greenwell –
the Mastermind
behind the volunteer
crew – together with
her husband, Ron, and
daughters!
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Our Heroic Helpers!

Renovating our new (donated!) Guest House

Jim Roberts and Danny Morgan with God’s blessed army from the men’s ACTS
group of Saint Bernard Parish, Tulsa, OK

What a joy to get a glimpse into your new life together as
a community. Now what? Where do you go from here?
Do you have funds behind you to purchase new property
and/or to build? Will you be traveling and speaking at
conferences as before? Will you continue your radio program, “Heart to Heart with Mother Miriam” on Immaculate Heart Radio? Can you take in additional women
prior to finding more property? How can we help?
Thank you, dear friend – I’ll answer briefly:
• Additional property: Regarding your first question, from
here, we are continuing our search for larger property in Tulsa
• Financial Needs: Re the second, we do not have funds for
purchasing property or entering into the building or renovation of a new priory. However, our Lord has provided
our every need to date through numerous dear and generous donors as well as through the many who have let us
know they are praying for us. We were able to complete the
$18,000 cost of the French Drains, and the close to $30,000
for renovation of the 3-bedroom guest house which needed
to be gutted and to receive all new plumbing and electric.
We trust our blessed Lord will continue to provide for our
every need according to His riches in Christ!
• Speaking Engagements: We will need to hold off in scheduling new conferences and speaking engagements of any kind
during these formative years, other than what is local to Tulsa.
• “Heart to Heart with Mother Miriam” on Immaculate
Heart Radio will continue Monday through Friday at noon
(PT), encored at 7:00 PM (PT). Those who wish to call or
listen in daily can do so via the internet at http://ihradio.
com/shows/heart-to-heart-with-mother-miriam/.
• Vocation Inquiries: We will need a larger facility before
being able to receive new candidates. In the interim, however, our guest house will do nicely for discernment retreats
which we hope to begin this Fall for the many women who
have inquired.

Installation of French Drains outside
Priory – no more floods!

• Oblates! Many have inquired about an oblate or third order
extension of our community in order to be helped to live a
Rule of Life individually or within the family, and to assist in the work of reaching out to families and all without
our Blessed Lord and His Church. Our Fall newsletter will
contain information on the beginning of the Oblates of the
Daughters of Mary, Mother of Israel’s
Hope and an application form for those
who wish to be a part of its foundation!
More to come . . . but for now, here is a
photo of our youngest Oblate Inquirer:
• How you can help: The greatest gift is
and will always be your prayers. A number of you have let
us know that you are praying daily for us which thrills and
encourages us no end. How faithful our God is to “inhabit
the praises of His people.” Financially, we do not owe a penny (blessed be God); however, neither do we have funds to
move ahead with any major purchase or to put a down payment on property. Whatever assistance you can lend toward
that end, as well as toward our on-going expenses, will be
deeply appreciated as always. Your hearts and partnership
in this most thrilling and increasingly needed apostolate to
restore the family means more to us than we can express.
Although Pentecost may be past by the time you receive this
newsletter, we do pray that you had a most blessed celebration of our Church’s birth. The same Holy Spirit who formed
a people for His Name and led Israel through the wilderness,
poured Himself out on that same people at Pentecost – when
the Birthday of Judaism (the Giving of the Law on Mount
Sinai) became the Birthday of the Church – and the Good
News of Messiah’s coming, of His death and resurrection,
was spread to the four corners of the earth. Oh that the whole
world knew – and believed!!
Our love and daily prayers to each one of you. May you
know the full measure of His love for you.
Mother Miriam of the Lamb of God, O.S.B. and Daughters
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“The Church, which already conceived, came forth from the side of the
second Adam in His sleep on the Cross, first showed Herself before the
eyes of men on the great day of Pentecost.” (Pope Leo XIII)
Veni Sancte Spiritus

Come, Holy Spirit

Veni, Sancte Spiritus,
et emítte caélitus
lucis tuae rádium.

Come, Holy Spirit, come!
And from Thy celestial home
Shed a ray of light divine!

Veni, pater páuperum,
veni, dator múnerum,
veni, lumen córdium.

Come Father of the poor!
Come source of all our store!
Come within our bosoms shine!  

Consolator óptime,
dulcis hospes animae.
dulce refrigerium.

Thou, of comforters the best;
Thou, the soul's most welcome guest;
Sweet refreshment here below;

In labóre réquies,
in aestu tempéries,
in fletu solácium.

In our labor, rest most sweet;
Grateful coolness in the heat,
Solace in the midst of woe.

O lux beatíssima,  
reple cordis íntima
tuórum fidélium.  

O most blessed Light divine
Shine within these hearts of Thine.
And our inmost being fill!

Sine tuo númine,
nihil est in hómine,
nihil est innoxium.  

Where you are not, man has naught,
Nothing good in deed or thought,
Nothing free from taint of ill.

Lava quod est sórdidum,
riga quod est áridum,
sana quod est sáucium.  

Heal our wounds, our strength renew;
On our dryness pour Thy dew;
Wash the stains of guilt away:

Flecte quod est rígidum,
fove quod est frigidum,
rege quod est devium.  

Bend the stubborn heart and will;
Melt the frozen, warm the chill;
Guide the steps that go astray.

Da tuis fidélibus,
in te confidéntibus,
sacrum septenárium.  

On the faithful who adore
And confess you, evermore
In your sev'nfold gift descend;

Da virtútis méritum
da salútis éxitum,
da perénne gáudium.  

Give them virtue's sure reward;
Give them Thy salvation, Lord;
Give them joys that never end.

Amen. Alleluia

Amen. Alleluia

Fill out the form below electronically or by hand. Print and mail to the address below. Thank you!
Mother Miriam,
We bless God for the growth of your community and wish to support your
work for the restoration of the family. Enclosed is our gift of:

Click here
TO
DONATE
online

___$10.00 ___$25.00 ____$50.00 ___$100.00 ___$500.00 ___$1,000.00
___$5,000.00 ___ $10,000.00 ___$15,000.00 ___$25,000.00 ___Other ___________
The Two Eves
Redeemed by the
Second Adam

q by check (Please make checks payable to Daughters of Mary, MIH)
q Please charge to my/our credit card:
q Credit Card #______-______-______-______
Expiration____/____

CID (3-digit code) _____

Phone (_____)_______________

Your Signature__________________________________________________________
q We would like to begin to support you with a q monthly q quarterly donation of $________________.
Please q charge our credit card above, or q send us monthly/quarterly reminders.
Please print or attach mailing label of correct address. Check here ___ if your address has changed. Many thanks.
Name: ___________________________________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________________________________
City: _________________________________ State:__________ Zip:_______________
Daughters of Mary, Mother of Israel’s Hope is a charitable non-profit corporation under 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.
All donations are tax deductible. God love you!

We are happy and grateful to be able to pray daily for all our benefactors and for all who ask our prayers.
Please feel free to include your prayer requests below and to let us know if we may assist you in any way.

Print and Mail

(You only need to print page 9)

Mail to: Daughters of Mary, Mother of Israel’s Hope
466 S. 79th East Avenue, Tulsa, OK 74112 ~ www.motherofisraelshope.org

