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The Canticle of Simeon
Now dismiss Thy servant,
O Lord, in peace,
according to Thy word:
For mine own eyes have
seen Thy salvation, which
Thou hast prepared in the
sight of all the peoples, a
light to reveal Thee to the
nations and the glory of
Thy people Israel.
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Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus

Come, thou long expected Jesus,
born to set thy people free;
from our fears and sins release us,
let us find our rest in thee.

Born thy people to deliver,
born a child and yet a King,
born to reign in us forever,
now thy gracious kingdom bring.

Israel's strength and consolation,
hope of all the earth thou art;
dear desire of every nation,
joy of every longing heart.

By thine own eternal spirit
rule in all our hearts alone;
by thine all sufficient merit,
raise us to thy glorious throne.
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ish background, that the Christ (the English translation of
Messiah) was indeed the long-awaited Messiah of Israel. It
was Christmas. The stores were aglow with Christmas lights
and the air filled with the familiar sound of Christmas Carols.
When . . .
All of a sudden, I heard—as if for the first time—the words
to the third stanza of “Silent Night” . . .
Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love's pure light.
Radiant beams from Thy holy face,
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord at Thy birth; Jesus, Lord at Thy birth.

ONE VERY HOLY DAY, about 2,000 years ago, an Infant
was brought to the Temple in Jerusalem. He was held in the
arms of His Mother, Mary (her Jewish name was Miriam),
who, together with her husband, Joseph (Yosef), had come,
according to the Law of Moses, to offer Him to God. In the
Temple that day was a righteous, devout Jew named Simeon. It had been revealed to Simeon by the Holy Spirit that he
would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah,
the very consolation—the hope—of Israel. Seeing Mary
and Joseph with the Child—the very One for whom Simeon
waited—Simeon took the Infant in his arms and praised God
in these immortal words recorded for all time in the Gospel
of St. Luke (2:29-32):
Now dismiss Thy servant, O Lord, in peace,
according to Thy word:
For mine own eyes have seen Thy salvation,
Which Thou hast prepared in the sight of all the peoples,
A light to reveal Thee to the nations and
the glory of Thy people Israel.
Simeon’s prayer has been recited and sung through the ages
by millions of the faithful together with religious, priests, bishops and popes. It has become the night prayer of the Church
known as the Canticle of Simeon or by its Latin title, Nunc
Dimittus, taken from the first two words, “Now dismiss . . . .”
The holy Infant brought to the Temple in Jerusalem that day
was, and is, GOD.
I will never forget a shopping trip to a supermarket in New
York just a few weeks after I came to believe, from my Jew-

Jesus, LORD at Thy birth?! The song said that? It always
said that?! All through my years as a child in public school,
walking through the streets and stores at Christmas, on the
radio – everywhere the song said that? How could it be?
I used to (excuse me) “hate” that manger scene, despising
the thought that anyone, and especially any responsible parent, would allow their children to worship that “baby” – a
man, a human being. God alone was to be worshipped.
Blessed be God for His bringing sight to the blind, including the spiritually blind, and causing the darkened heart to
hear, to believe, and to be born again to new life – an unfathomable, magnificent new life of meaning, of purpose, of
love, and of knowledge of the One who came as a Babe to
give life to the world.
I read and reread first the Gospel of Matthew, written to
show the Jewish nation that the Christ Child, the Messiah, the
son of David, descended from Abraham, is indeed God. Then
I read the Gospel of John, written by the “beloved (Jewish)
disciple” who remained with Mary at the foot of the Cross.
John wrote not to the Jews only, but to the whole world, to
show that Jesus Christ was truly God. “Listen” to a few excerpts from the beginning of His Gospel:
In the beginning was the Word (one of the titles of the
Messiah), and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God . . . all things were made through Him, and
without Him was not anything made that was made . . .
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of
grace and truth; we have beheld his glory, glory as of
the only Son from the Father (John 1:1,3,14).
Mother Miriam, it is very difficult for my Jewish family
to accept that a man, a mere human being, can be—or
is—God. I believe Jesus is God, but I’ve never really
known how to help them to understand.
Yes, I know, dear Zelda,1 it was difficult for me too to fathom such a thing . . . until one life-changing moment when I
realized I was right all along. A man cannot be God. But God,
1“Zelda” is a fictional character created by Mother Miriam to depict a young woman from a

Jewish family whose parents converted to Catholicism in her infancy, but whose extended family is yet unbelieving. “Zelda” was raised in the Catholic faith, but as often is the case, she fell
away, became an Evangelical Protestant for a time, and now has returned to her Catholic faith
with understanding and zeal. She is now affectionately known as “Zelda the zealot.” J

The Nativity Story

if He exists, can become man. Is anything impossible for Him
who brought the world into being? One of the first Old Testament scriptures that opened my unbelieving heart was a verse
from the Jewish prophet Isaiah who lived approximately 700
years before Christ:
Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold,
a young woman shall conceive and bear a son and shall
call his name Immanuel (Isaiah 7:14).

Isaiah’s prophecy was confirmed 700 years later by the Jewish apostle Matthew, now Saint Matthew:
Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way.
When His mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph,
before they came together she was found to be with
child of the Holy Spirit; and her husband Joseph, being
a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved
to send her away quietly. But as he considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream,
saying, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary
your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the
Holy Spirit; she will bear a Son, and you shall call His
name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.’
All this took place to fulfil what the Lord had spoken by
the prophet:
‘Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and his name shall be called Emmanuel’
(which means, God with us). When Joseph woke from
sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him;
he took his wife, but knew her not until she had borne a
son; and he called His name Jesus (Matthew 1:18-25).
Thanks, Mother, I think that might help them. Another
question my family has is: “Where is the name of ‘Jesus’
in the Old Testament?”
That was a problem for me also. But to my utter amazement,
I was shown the name of Jesus—in the Old Testament—more
times than I could count!
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Really??! Where?
To answer where, we first need to know what, that is, what
we are looking for. If we are looking for the English word,
Jesus, we will not find it spelled as such in the Old Testament
because English did not yet exist.
Oh my goodness, I never even thought of that!
Neither had I at first. Most of the Old Testament (known as
the Tenach/Tanakh) was written in Hebrew and Aramaic. The
common language in Israel in our Lord’s day, however, was
Greek. Many are aware that the Greek translation of the Old
Testament, which our Lord Himself carried and from which
He often quoted, was called the Septuagint. And so the Old
Testament was translated into Greek for the people of that
day and culture to understand it, just as it is translated today
into English, Spanish, French, etc. for us to understand.
If we wish to begin with the English name Jesus and trace
that back through the Greek to the language of the Old Testament, it would look something like this:
✡✡ Jesus is the English translation of Iēsoús.
✡✡ Iēsoús is the Greek translation of the Hebrew word
Yehoshua (otherwise spelled Jehoshua).
✡✡ Yehoshua was
contracted to
Yeshua (pronounced
“Ye-SHU-ah”).
✡✡ Yeshua is the
Hebrew word
for the English
Joshua. It means
“YHWH (God) saves” or “God is salvation” or simply
“salvation.”
Simply said, Yeshua is the Jewish way to say Jesus (salvation). Yeshua/Jesus is salvation. Here is one of close to
one hundred examples from the Old Testament where “salvation” is translated in the Hebrew text as Yeshua (or Jesus
in English).
Behold, the LORD has proclaimed to the end of the
earth: Say to the daughter of Zion, “Behold, your salvation (Yeshua/Jesus) comes; behold, His reward is with
Him, and His recompense before Him” (Isaiah 62:11).
When the angel Gabriel appeared to Joseph in a dream and said,
‘Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary your
wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy
Spirit; she will bear a Son, and you shall call His name
Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.’ All
this took place to fulfil what the Lord had spoken by the
prophet:‘Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a
son, and his name shall be called Emmanuel’. . . (which
means, God with us.) (Matthew 1:20-23, emphasis mine)
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Faith is a gift, dear Zelda. When we come at last to believe
that Yeshua/Jesus is indeed God and the Divine Author of all
Scripture, Old and New, the pieces come together and are utterly life-giving. It is as Saint Augustine proclaimed: “What
was concealed in the Old is revealed in the New.” Here is a
match of two verses from the Old and New that I truly love:
First from the prophet Isaiah through Whom God spoke in
the first Person:
Turn to me and be saved, all the ends of the earth! For
I am God, and there is no other.
By myself I have sworn, from my mouth has gone forth
in righteousness a word that shall not return:
To me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear
(Isaiah 45:22-23, emphasis mine).
The second from Saint Paul, quoting from that same verse
in Isaiah:
Have this mind among yourselves, which was in Christ
Jesus (Hebrew: ‘Messiah Yeshua’) Who, though He was
in the form of God, did not count equality with God a
thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the
form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And
being found in human form He humbled himself and became obedient unto death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted Him and bestowed on Him
the name which is above every name, that at the name of
Jesus (Yeshua) every knee should bow, in heaven and
on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father (Philippians 2:1-11, emphasis mine)
Over and over again, what is spoken by God in the Old
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Testament is attributed to Christ, the Divine Messiah, in the
New Testament.
Wow, how wonderful. And to think that Jesus, being
God, was born in a lowly, smelly stable amidst the animals. You would think a beautiful crib in a royal palace
would have been more fitting for God, for the Lord of
lords and King of kings!
Yes, dear friend. But Jesus came as the Lamb of God – the
Lamb who takes away the sins of the world – and lambs are
born in stables, not palaces. ‘Listen’ to these beautiful words
of Venerable Bishop Fulton Sheen:
“In the filthiest place in the world, a stable, purity was
born. He, who was later to be slaughtered by men acting as beasts, was born among beasts. He, who would
call Himself, the ‘living Bread descended from Heaven,’ was laid in a manger, literally, a place to eat. Centuries before, Jews had worshipped the golden calf,
and the Greeks the ass. Men bowed down before them
as before God. The ox and the ass now were present to
make their innocent reparation, bowing down before
their God.” (Life of Christ, 2008, p . 16)
Oh how I love the image of those four-legged creatures
adoring the Savior of the world who created them. Can we
ever again look at a manger scene the same way? Now I
imagine the ox and ass, the sheep and all creatures making
reparation to their Creator, saying, if they could speak, “Forgive us, Lord, for ever allowing man to worship us rather
than You, to Whom all worship and honor are due.”
May every knee truly bow, and every tongue confess truly
that Jesus Christ is Lord, the glory of God the Father!
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News from the Priory!

The new bishop of Tulsa told us earlier this month that he does not see a way forward for our community in the Diocese
of Tulsa, Oklahoma. In a memo to Diocesan priests and staff, the bishop wrote: “After careful consideration and prayerful
discernment, the Diocese of Tulsa has elected to end its affiliation with the Daughters of Mary, Mother of Israel’s Hope and
allow the community to continue their apostolic exploration in another diocese.”
This is a great sadness to us and to many families and individuals in the Diocese of Tulsa and beyond who have worked
so hard and given so much to establish our Priory and renovate the guest house that was donated to us. Yet, we are at peace,
knowing that nothing—absolutely nothing—touches us (or any of God’s children) unless it passes the inspection of our
Blessed Lord who has promised to work all things together for good. It is His specialty!
We certainly would be grateful for your on-going prayers as we seek a new bishop and home. But we are not without good
news for all our Lord has brought about in Tulsa! Since our Easter newsletter:
✡✡ Renovation on our new guest house has been 97% completed. Here is a ‘before’ picture of Danny Morgan and a few
men from St. Bernard’s scraping the paint from the outside of the house and tearing down the old porch. We hope to
show you the completed pictures soon. In fact, now
that we will be moving, we have this 3-bedroom, 1
bath completely renovated house for sale! New kitchen, new electric and plumbing, French drains, all new
walls and paint, new windows – everything is new. If
you are planning to relocate to or in Tulsa and wish to
take a look, just let us know!
✡✡ Through the exceeding generosity of a dear family in Tulsa, we now have a 15-seater van in wonderful condition!

✡✡ H
eart to Heart with
Mother Miriam continues to be aired live,
Monday through Friday, from 12:00-1:00
p.m. Pacific Time on
Immaculate Heart Radio
(https://ihradio.com/);

✡✡ W
 e have given several conferences to men, women, families and college students in Oklahoma;
✡✡ Our postulants will soon reach their one-year anniversary and are excitedly preparing to enter the Novitiate. Here we all
are with our pastor, Father Tim Davison, at the parish of Saints Peter & Paul in Tulsa on the Vigil of the Feast of Our
Lady of Guadalupe.
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✡✡ W
 e have had the wonderful gift of several youth groups come to help with all kinds of projects and manual labor.
Here are a few photos from “Service Camp – Tulsa, Oklahoma”, the youth from the parishes of Saint Henry and Saint
Bernard of Clairvaux, in addition to the youth from St. Mary’s in Tulsa. Our beloved home schooling community also
spent several hours cleaning, sorting, doing yard work, and praying
the Rosary with us in the Chapel.

Prayer in our
Chapel

This is Jim Roberts. He is and has
been an angel sent from God from the
beginning of our arrival in Tulsa, and
has done more for us than an army of
men. Jim is laying our new patio floor
in addition to directing the team!

Lunch at the Priory!

A few beloved families from the
home-schooling community

✡✡ A visit from Mother’s nephew, Matthew and his wife, Lindsay, and their 6-month-old Rifka Cecilia, who had an amazing encounter with our beloved statue of Saint Joseph and the Child Jesus . . .

✡✡ A few of the postulants busy at work renovating our Guest House . . .

while Mother plays . . .

We couldn’t omit this
one: A piglet meeting
Mother Miriam.
Kathleen painting
the outside

Corabell removing ¼ mile of
grout on one bathroom floor!

Serena mastering
the power drill . . .

. . . and her
first turkey

Indeed, God has
reconciled all
things in Christ!
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✡✡ I would like to ask, with respect to the many who have inquired into our community, that you would pray with us for our
Lord’s leading. One of our postulants came across this wonderful quote by our co-patron, Saint Francis de Sales:
“God loves with a tender love the souls that thus abandon themselves into His paternal bosom, leaving themselves to be governed by His divine Providence; for He will make all things co-operate to their good, helping
these chosen souls to follow Him with the will without any other support than that of His divine pleasure.” (St.
Alphonsus Ligouri, The True Spouse of Jesus Christ, 1929, p. 714)
I want to thank each and every one of you who have given to us so generously
throughout the year. How I wish I could personally respond to each of you individually to let you know how very much your dear notes, your many gifts and especially
your prayers have meant and continue to mean to us.
As a small thank you, we wanted you to have this most beautiful and timeless message
from Venerable Bishop Fulton Sheen (enclosed). What a treasure his life and teachings
have given us. We pray that his cause for canonization indeed moves forward. If you
would like additional copies of the CD, please let us know.
Lastly, we had the deep joy of visiting Our Lady of Clear Creek Monastery, of speaking with 'our’ beloved Abbot Philip Anderson and of greeting His Eminence Raymond
Cardinal Burke who came to the monastery, among other things, to preside over the
Ordination to the priesthood of two monks on November 13th.
Mother, wasn’t it Cardinal Burke who first
invited you to Saint Louis to begin the
community?
It was; he was Archbishop Burke at that time. I
relocated to Tulsa following Archbishop Burke’s
departure to Rome to head the Apostolic Signatura.
Christmas, of all seasons! What a time of year
for you to be moving again and to be a pilgrim
on the earth!
We all are pilgrims on the earth, dear one. Saint
Paul teaches us that our citizenship is in Heaven,
so we are in good company! We desire to follow
our Divine Shepherd with our whole heart and trust
whatever He allows us to experience toward that
end. All His ways are perfect and all His paths are
peace. We will be so very grateful for your prayers
for our Lord’s leading to a new diocese and invite
you to join with us in drawing close to the Heart
of the Christ Child at this very special time, Who,
after He left His home in Nazareth, had no place to
lay His head. We are excited for all that lies ahead
and grateful to be His disciples and happy daughters under our most Blessed Mother.
From our hearts to yours, we wish you and your
loved ones a most holy and blessed Christmas and
a blessed New Year in the One who gave His all
for us,
Mother Miriam of the Lamb of God, O.S.B.
and Daughters
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Thank for helping us to fight for the restoration and salvation of the Family!
We are most grateful for your share in our work by any means whatsoever. If you wish to
make a donation on-line through our secure server, please click on the DONATE button below.
To donate via credit card or check, please complete this form (electronically or by hand), and print
and mail it to our address below. Our love and gratitude to each of you.
Mother Miriam,
We are happy to hear from you and the community after so long, but
sadden that you need to leave Tulsa after all you have established in
that place, including your new guest house! Please know that we are
praying with you for God’s leading and want to support you in any
way we can. Our Christmas/Year End gift is indicated below to assist
with moving expenses and now the prospect of buying or renting new
facilities elsewhere.
A blessed Christmas and holy
New Year to you all!
Our Christmas gift is enclosed for:
___$10.00 ___$25.00 ___$50.00 ___$100.00
___ $10,000.00 ___$15,000.00
___$25,000.00

___$1,000.00 ___ $5,000.00
___Other __________

Click here
TO
DONATE
online
OR mail in this form.

►Checks may be made payable to: Daughters of Mary, MIH.
q Please charge my/our donation $_________________ to my/our credit card:
Card #: _____-_____-_____-_____ Expiration Date ____/____ CID (3-digit code) ____
Phone (____)___________ Signature _________________________________________
q We would like to begin to support you with a q monthly q quarterly donation of $______________.
Please qcharge our credit card or qsend us monthly/quarterly reminders.
q For change of address, please print or attach mailing label of old address and fill in new address below. Many thanks.
Name:

_________________________________________________________

Address:

_________________________________________________________
City ________________________ State __________ Zip _________

We pray daily for our benefactors, and for all who have need. God bless and keep you steadfast in His love!
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Daughters of Mary, Mother of Israel’s Hope is a charitable non-profit corporation under 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. All donations are tax deductible. God love you!
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Mail to: Daughters of Mary, Mother of Israel’s Hope, 466 S. 79th East Avenue, Tulsa, OK 74112

