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�e Canticle of Simeon

Now dismiss �y servant, 
O Lord, in peace, 

according to �y  word: 
For mine own eyes have 

seen �y salvation, which 
�ou hast prepared in the 
sight of all the peoples, a 
light to reveal �ee to the 
nations and the glory of 

�y people Israel.
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Prayer of Jesus of Nazareth: 

“O Father, I come … I come to do Thy will”  
(Psalm 40:8; Hebrews 10:7)
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Oh that every breathing soul would echo our Lord’s 
words. Oh that His will would be our food! 

I am writing to you, dear Family, after so so long (the 
first since our Christmas newsletter!), and on the heels 
of the Supreme Court’s ruling on so-called “same-sex 
marriage.” I highlight “so-called” because that is what 
it is – simply “called” marriage. But, we know, in fact, 
that there can be no marriage between two parties of the 
same sex. 

What a tragic day for the (again “so-called”) United 
States of America – which are hardly “united” in this 
imposed, Godless, evil decision to turn our nation yet 
further from God and put countless souls on the road to 
perdition. The Apostle Paul’s words in his letter to the 
Romans might have been written today: 

For I am not ashamed of the gospel: it is the power 
of God for salvation to every one who has faith, 
to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For in it the 
righteousness of God is revealed through faith for 
faith; as it is written, “He who through faith is 
righteous shall live.”
For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven 
against all ungodliness and wickedness of men 
who by their wickedness suppress the truth. For 
what can be known about God is plain to them, 
because God has shown it to them. Ever since the 
creation of the world His invisible nature, namely, 
His eternal power and deity, has been clearly per-
ceived in the things that have been made. So they 
are without excuse; for although they knew God 
they did not honor Him as God or give thanks to 
Him, but they became futile in their thinking and 
their senseless minds were darkened. Claiming 
to be wise, they became fools, and exchanged the 
glory of the immortal God for images resembling 
mortal man or birds or animals or reptiles.
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“Where homosexual unions have been legally recognized or have been given 
the legal status and rights belonging to marriage,  

clear and emphatic opposition is a duty.

One must refrain from any kind of formal cooperation in the enactment  
or application of such gravely unjust laws and, as far as possible, from  

material cooperation on the level of their application. In this area, 
everyone can exercise the right to conscientious objection.”

Considerations Regarding Proposals to give Legal Recognition  
to Unions Between Homosexual Persons-CDF, June 2003 
Signed by Cardinal Ratzinger (later Pope Benedict) and  

approved for publication by St. John Paul II

Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts 
to impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies among 
themselves, because they exchanged the truth about 
God for a lie and worshiped and served the creature 
rather than the Creator, who is blessed for ever! Amen.
For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable pas-
sions. Their women exchanged natural relations for 
unnatural, and the men likewise gave up natural rela-
tions with women and were consumed with passion for 
one another, men committing shameless acts with men 
and receiving in their own persons the due penalty for 
their error.
And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God 
gave them up to a base mind and to improper conduct. 
They were filled with all manner of wickedness, evil, 

covetousness, malice. Full of envy, murder, strife, de-
ceit, malignity, they are gossips, slanderers, haters of 
God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, dis-
obedient to parents, foolish, faithless, heartless, ruth-
less. Though they know God’s decree that those who do 
such things deserve to die, they not only do them but 
approve those who practice them.

Oh dear Mother Miriam, we grieve with you. Some of 
us, though, are really at a loss to know what to do under 
these circumstances. We know that the ruling is against 
God’s law, but aren’t we told – in the same letter to the 
Romans – to obey the government?? 

We are, dear Zelda, but never in matters of sin. Here are our 
marching orders from God through two most beloved saints 
(one yet on earth, the other in heaven):

And a statement from our most beloved Bishop Edward James Slattery of Tulsa, Oklahoma, our home diocese:
June 26, 2015—Just today I received from Archbishop Kurtz, President of USCCB, his statement regarding today's Su-
preme Court decision on same sex "marriage." I make the Archbishop's statement my own and ask everyone to pray for 
our nation. May God bless and protect us. 
WASHINGTON—The U.S. Supreme Court decision, June 26, interpreting the U.S. Constitution to require all states 
to license and recognize same-sex “marriage” “is a tragic error that harms the common good and most vulnerable 
among us,” said Archbishop Joseph E. Kurtz of Louisville, Kentucky, president of the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops (USCCB). 

The full statement follows:
Regardless of what a narrow majority of the Supreme Court may declare at this moment in history, the nature of the 
human person and marriage remains unchanged and unchangeable. Just as Roe v. Wade did not settle the question of 
abortion over forty years ago, Obergefell v. Hodges does not settle the question of marriage today. Neither decision is 
rooted in the truth, and as a result, both will eventually fail. Today the Court is wrong again. It is profoundly immoral 
and unjust for the government to declare that two people of the same sex can constitute a marriage.
The unique meaning of marriage as the union of one man and one woman is inscribed in our bodies as male and fe-
male. The protection of this meaning is a critical dimension of the “integral ecology” that Pope Francis has called us 
to promote. Mandating marriage redefinition across the country is a tragic error that harms the common good and most 
vulnerable among us, especially children. The law has a duty to support every child’s basic right to be raised, where 
possible, by his or her married mother and father in a stable home. 
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Jesus Christ, with great love, taught unambiguously that from the beginning marriage is the lifelong union of one man 
and one woman. As Catholic bishops, we follow our Lord and will continue to teach and to act according to this truth.
I encourage Catholics to move forward with faith, hope, and love: faith in the unchanging truth about marriage, rooted 
in the immutable nature of the human person and confirmed by divine revelation; hope that these truths will once again 
prevail in our society, not only by their logic, but by their great beauty and manifest service to the common good; and 
love for all our neighbors, even those who hate us or would punish us for our faith and moral convictions. 
Lastly, I call upon all people of good will to join us in proclaiming the goodness, truth, and beauty of marriage as rightly 
understood for millennia, and I ask all in positions of power and authority to respect the God-given freedom to seek, 
live by, and bear witness to the truth.

Here, too, is a letter to every member of his diocese from Bishop Michael Jarrell of the Catholic diocese of Lafayette, 
Louisiana. Oh that every bishop would take such directive, protective leadership over his flock:

On June 26, 2015, in a reversal of immemorial tradition, the United States Supreme Court by a decision of five (5) to 
four (4) ruled that homosexual couples have a right to marry nationwide. We are deeply saddened by this decision. Let 
me state very plainly that no human court has the authority to change what God has written into the law of creation. This 
ruling is irreconcilable with the nature and definition of marriage as established by Divine Law The marital covenant 
was established by God with its own proper nature and laws.
I realize that this ruling will create conscience problems for many Catholics, especially those in public office. In some 
cases civil disobedience may be a proper response. No priest or deacon of this Diocese may participate in the civil 
solemnization of celebration of same-sex marriage," said Bishop Michael Jarrell in a Roman Catholic Diocese of 
Lafayette information release on the ruling. "All Catholics are urged not to attend same-sex marriage ceremonies. No 
Catholic facility or property, including but not limited to parishes, missions, chapels, meeting halls, Catholic educa-
tional, health or charitable institutions, or facilities belonging to benevolent orders may be used for the solemnization 
of same sex marriage.
The upcoming Synod of Marriage and the Fsamily is scheduled for this October. It is dedicated to the vocation and mis-
sion of the family in the Church and in the contemporary world. It may give consideration to the problems created by 
the alteration of the traditional law about marriage."
As Catholics we have profound respect for the dignity of all of God's children. Nevertheless there is no basis in law or 
in nature for altering the traditional definition of marriage, established by God from the beginning.

The new law of man states what marriage is not. Below are a few excerpts from a beautiful article on what marriage is. It is 
from the Catholic Harbor of Faith and Morals, A Holy Mission—an Education in the True Catholic Faith, which I only just 
discovered. How I cherish such sites when I find them and long to send their mission and good materials to the whole world. 

Although the article was written in the 1800’s, we could be reading about our own day. It may come across a bit “old fashioned” 
to some, but truth is never old fashioned or out of date. Truth does not change with the times. It alone will set us free; it alone will 
bring us to Heaven and enable us to be transformed into the souls our Lord has destined us to be – that we might live with Him in 
this world, and be happy with Him in the next.

The Christian Family
by Bishop Ehrler, 1891

Within the household of Nazareth, is a pattern for every 
Christian family. God, who has sanctified every state 
of life, places before us in Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, the 
highest and purest model of all Christian parents and 
children.
Family life in the dignity and sacredness which properly 
belong to it is the blessing and fruit of Christianity, one of 
mankind's earliest means of sanctification. From the begin-
ning, God established the marriage state,--and, through 

it, family life,--as the foundation and corner-stone of hu-
man society. But the divine designs having been frustrated 
or destroyed by man's wickedness and impiety, the only 
begotten Son of God descended from heaven and made 
himself a member of a human family in order to purify all 
the families of earth from sin, and restore them to their 
pristine dignity. Yes, by becoming man, Christ gave to the 
family a higher dignity, making it, through His grace, a 
type of His Church. The more an anti-Christian spirit pre-
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vails, the greater and 
more baneful will be 
its effects upon family-
life. What wonder, then, 
that, at the present day, 
unbelief is sapping the 
very foundations of the 
Christian household, 
until we behold it tot-
tering and crumbling 
before our very eyes! 

(The full article can be read here, http://catholicharborof-
faithandmorals.com/ The%20Christian%20Family.html, but 
I don’t want to miss its conclusion): 

Our only hope for a better future - 
If it were possible for the Christian family to become 
extinct, the faith of Christ would infallibly disappear 
from the earth. The enemies of the Church recognize 
this fact as well as we; hence, they strive with all their 
power through the introduction of civil marriage and 
godless schools, to deprive the family of religion. When 
public life has become unchristian, the refuge of Chris-
tianity must be, as in the first centuries, in the bosom of 
the family. Woe to the world, if it find no shelter there!
O Christian parents, you are the salt of the earth, you 
are the tapers of God, placed, as a light in the candle-
stick, for the enlightenment of many! You must preserve 
the seed of the Gospel and furnish it a rich and fertile 
soil in the garden of your homes. Every Christian fam-
ily, at present, should resemble the Macchabees of old, 
who, in hard and perilous times, so nobly and coura-
geously defended the faith of their fathers. Therefore, 
O fathers and mothers, make your homes Christian 
homes, in the fullest sense of the word! First of all, be 
yourselves pious, practical Catholics, loyally devoted 
to the Church, and faithful in the practice of your ex-
alted duties. Each of your houses must be a church in 
miniature, where, as God's representatives, you exer-
cise the powers of your royal priesthood. In the care of 
your household, imitate the vigilance and care of the 

Church for the salvation of her children. Assemble your 
family for prayers, morning and evening. Celebrate in 
your houses, in your lives, the various seasons of the 
ecclesiastical year, entering into the spirit of its beauti-
ful lessons,--its joys, and its sorrows.
"I and my house will serve the Lord," said Josue in his 
farewell discourse to the people. (Josue 24: 15.) And 
such must be your resolution, today. "I and my wife, my 
children and my servants will serve the Lord." Behold, 
Christian parents, this majestic temple of God. Out-
side the winds blow, the storm rages, illicit pleasures 
and vices run riot in the world. But here, all is peace 

and tranquility. So must your households be. When the 
storms of infidelity distract human society, when vice 
roams the streets, and corruption is abroad, then must 
your houses be the abodes of peace and the beautiful 
temples of virtue. Amen. 

Amen. May it be so with us. May we have the faith, 
the courage, the fortitude and perseverance to live 
our Christian vocations and build holy, committed, 
courageous families, able to stand strong in the world 
that is falling apart. May we be witnesses to the love and 
truths of our Blessed Lord and His Church in the midst 
of this present and growing darkness.

Well said, Zelda. We can be confident that as we remain 
faithful, our Lord will give us every grace to overcome evil 
and to grow in holiness.

Mother, what about the Jewish people today? Have they 
given in to the immorality of the world also, or have 
some remained faithful to God?

Oh Zelda, blessed be God, many have remained faithful, 
but I’m afraid that a great many of the Jewish people have 
lost hope, strayed from the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, 
and have given in to the world’s thinking – just as many have 
Christians have. But there is nothing true about Christianity, 
especially Catholic Christianity, that does not have its roots 
in God’s design for His People Israel, most especially in His 
design for the family.
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I think you will like the article below about the Jewish Roots of Family Values – every one of which is valid for every 
family – and every family to be – today. Tell me what you think: 

The Jewish Roots of Family Values
From an article by Don Feder of the Family Research Council (www.frc.org ISSUE BRIEF • MARCH 2011 
IF11C01). After a brief introduction, Don Feder writes: 

Family values are Jewish values. To understand the ori-
gins of the traditional family, we must look to the Torah 
and the traditions of a people who gave the world God-
based morality. 

In his book, “Toward A Mean-
ingful Life,” the late Rabbi Me-
nachem Mendel Schneerson—
leader of the worldwide Hasidic 
movement known as Chabad 
Lubavitch—describes the role 
of home and family in cultivat-
ing those habits which make 
a society function. “Home is 
where we learn to cope and 
to be productive, to work and 
play, to be comfortable with 
ourselves and others,” Schneer-
son says. “Most importantly, 
home is where we learn about 
happiness and wholesomeness. 
… Our home is a secure base 
that gives us the confidence to 
explore the terrain of an unpre-
dictable and often dangerous 
world.” 

More than the synagogue, the home is central to Jewish 
religious practice. In the Jewish home, Shabbat is ushered in 
on Friday evening with candle lighting, prayers over bread 
and wine, and hymns, and bade farewell after sundown on 
Saturday with the Havdalah ceremony. 

The home is also the setting for lighting the Hanukah meno-
rah and conducting the Passover Seder, for festive meals on 
Rosh Hashanah, the break-fast on Yom Kippur, the Brit Mi-
lah (circumcision ceremony) and lighting Yahrzeit candles. 

If family values are Jewish values, Jewish values in turn 
are Biblical values. Most of Genesis (from Chapter 12 to the 
end) is the story of a Jewish family – Abraham, Isaac and Ja-
cob, Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel and Leah and their children and 
grandchildren. These tales teach timeless truths. The family 
is firmly established on Divine wisdom. 

The first recorded Jewish wedding (Isaac and Rebecca) 
takes place after the symbolic sacrifice of the first Jewish 
son, referred to as “the binding of Isaac. This emphasizes the 
sacred nature of marriage in Jewish tradition. The Hebrew 

word for a Jewish marriage is “kiddushin”—sanctification or 
holiness. Traditionally, the bride and groom fast the day be-
fore their wedding, to emphasize the spiritual nature of their 
impending union. 

Feminists charge that Judaism 
is “patriarchal”—ironic, in that 
it was the first religion to raise 
women above the status of breed-
ing stock. And yet, throughout the 
Torah, Jewish wives and mothers 
often take the lead. 

Sarah is determined that Ishma-
el will not inherit with her son—
that Abraham’s descendants will 
come from Isaac. Rebecca ar-
ranges for Jacob, not Esau (the el-
dest), to receive Isaac’s blessing. 
In Exodus, it’s Moses’ mother, 
Jochebed, and his sister, Miriam, 
who saves the future lawgiver 
from Pharaoh’s death decree, not 
his father, Amram. 

When Abraham is troubled by 
Sarah’s insistence that he cast out 

his concubine, Hagar, and her son, God reassures him: “Let 
it not be grievous in thy sight because of the lad, and because 
of thy bondswoman; In all that Sarah saith unto thee, hear-
ken unto her voice; for in Isaac shall seed be called to thee” 
(Gen. 21:12). iv

Why “in all that Sarah saith unto thee” rather than in this 
specific thing? The rabbis tell us that the voice of Sarah sym-
bolizes the Jewish mother, with her intuitive wisdom regard-
ing children. In family matters, her husband should “listen to 
the voice of Sarah”—defer to her. 

Judaism’s teaching on the family does not begin with Abra-
ham and Sarah, but goes back to the Creation. At the begin-
ning of history, G-d does something no social worker, gov-
ernment agency or international organization has been able to 
duplicate—He creates a family.

Having made Adam, the Master of the Universe makes a 
judgment, “And the Lord God said: ‘It is not good that the 
man should be alone; I will make him a help mate for him’” 
(Genesis, 2: 18). 

But why was Eve (woman) the answer to Adam’s (man’s) 
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Jewish Wedding by Vera Peled
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aloneness? Why didn’t G-d create another man, a commu-
nity, or an intelligent, talking animal as a companion for the 
first man? Here is the Torah’s first great lesson: Without each 
other, men and women are incomplete. One lacks the attri-
butes the other possesses. 

According to Jewish tradition, in the beginning, all souls 
split into two parts – male and female. Only by finding our 
soul-mate (bashert, or “destiny” in Yiddish) can we become 
whole again. In the words of “Jerry Maguire,” she “com-
pletes” him. 

On being presented with Eve, Adam recognizes their es-
sential unity by declaring, “This is now bone of my bones 
and flesh of my flesh.” The Torah adds, “Therefore shall a 
man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his 
wife, and they shall be one flesh” (Gen. 2:24). 

In his essay, “The Purpose and Meaning of Sex in Judaism,” 
Rabbi Michael Gold explains: “The Torah uses the term yada 
– ‘to know’ – to indicate a sexual relationship. Sex is thus 
considered more than a mere biological act; it involves inti-
mate knowledge shared by two human beings.” 

In Judaism, the primary purpose of marriage is companion-
ship, rather than procreation. Still, childbearing is essential to 
the Divine plan. 

The first commandment in the Bible has nothing to do with 
trees or fruit. It is a mandate to procreate. (Husband and wife 
literally become one flesh in their progeny.) “Be fruitful and 
multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it” (Gen. 1:28). 

The Book of Psalms instructs us: “Lo, children are a heri-
tage of the Lord; The fruit of the womb is a reward. As ar-
rows in the hand of a mighty man, so are the children of one’s 
youth. Happy is the man that hath his quiver full of them; 
They shall not be put to shame, when they speak with their 
enemies in the gate” (Psalm 127: 3-5). 

The Talmud declares: “He who does not engage in propaga-
tion of the race is as though he has shed blood.” 

The way this commandment is kept by observant Jews may 
be seen in the Jewish birthrate in the United States, which ris-
es with the level of commitment to Jewish living—from 1.86 
children per woman among all Jews to 3.3 for modern Ortho-
dox, 6.6 for traditional Orthodox and 7.9 for Hasidim—ap-
proximately twice the Mormon birthrate. 

On January 4, 2010, Mrs. Yitta Schwartz of Monroe, New 
York died at age 94. A Holocaust survivor and member of 
the Satmar Hasidim, Mrs. Schwartz and her husband had 16 
surviving children and, at last count, 170 grandchildren. At 
the time of her death, Mrs. Schwartz is believed to have had 
over 2,500 descendants. 

Along with marriage and procreation, Judaism emphasizes 
the relationship of parents and children and the sexual ethic 
that lies at the heart of Judeo-Christian morality. “Honor thy 
father and thy mother, that thy days may be long upon the 

land which the Lord thy God giveth thee,” (Exodus 20:12) is 
uniquely placed in the Decalogue. 

The first four commandments involve mankind’s obliga-
tions to God (know that the Lord is God, keep the Sabbath, 
etc.). The later commandments involve our responsibilities to 
our fellow man (don’t steal, don’t kill and so on). The fifth is 
often called the bridge commandment, in that it refers to our 
obligations to both God and man. By honoring our parents, 
we honor God as well. As transmitters of the Law, parents are 
God’s surrogates. 

The sages tell us to “revere” our parents. The Torah con-
tains a prohibition against cursing both God and our parents. 
The Bible prescribes the same penalty for both. In his es-
say, “The Family In Judaism: Past, Present and Future, Fears 
and Hopes,” Rabbi David Rosen notes: “That Talmudic texts 
also refers to Rabbi Joseph who, when he heard his Mother’s 
footsteps as she approached, would declare, ‘I rise before the 
Divine Presence which is approaching.’” 

The Talmud also says there are three partners in the creation 
of a child—the mother, the father and God. Honor is due to 
parents in recognition of their role in generating life, because 
of their sacrifices in raising a child to maturity and for the part 
they play as teachers of the Law. 

The Shema, Judaism’s quintessential affirmation of faith, be-
gins: “Hear O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. And 
thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with 
all thy soul, with all thy might. And these words which I com-
mand thee this day shall be upon your heart. And you shall 
teach them diligently unto thy children…” (Deuteronomy 6:4-7). 

Teach them to whom—to your neighbors, your friends, your 
siblings? Teach them to your children. In Judaism, learning 
(study) is a religious obligation. More than rabbis, parents are 
given the primary responsibility for imparting Divine wisdom. 

In the parent/child relationship, obligations flow in both di-
rections. An old rabbinic adage holds: “A man should spend 
less than his means on food, up to his means on clothes, but 
beyond his means in honoring his wife and children, because 
they are dependent on him.” 

Children honor their parents, and their father blesses them 
in turn. In traditional Jewish homes, as part of the Friday eve-
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ning meal, the father gives a benediction to his sons (“May 
God make you like Ephraim and Menasseh,” Joseph’s sons 
adopted by Jacob) and his daughters (“May God make you 
like Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel and Leah”). A husband also 
praises his wife by reciting “A Woman of Valor” (Proverbs 31). 
According to Jewish tradition, this was Abraham’s eulogy 
for his beloved wife, Sarah. 

The foundation of family life is sexual morality, and here 
the role of Judaism was revolutionary in the ancient world. 

In the pagan world into which Judaism came with its right-
and-wrong, to speak of sexual morality was a non sequitur—
like talking about “moral aerobics” today. Sex was about 
power relationships—the strong forcing themselves on the 
weak – and nothing else. There was no code of conduct, just 
a carnal law of the jungle. 

By contrast, Judaism said the God of Israel is to be served 
by emulating Him— through righteousness and holiness. “I 
am the Lord who brought you out of Egypt to be your God; 
therefore be holy, because I am holy” (Leviticus 11:45). Thus did 
the Torah introduce the idea of sexual ethics. 

A Jewish circumcision, performed eight days after birth, is 
referred to as the covenant of circumcision. Removal of the 
foreskin is called a sign of the covenant sealed in the flesh. 
But who actually sees this “sign”? The answer is that it’s a 
sign for the individual himself. 

In “Being Jewish: the Spiritual and Cultural Practice of Ju-
daism Today,” Ari L. Goldman alludes to this when he writes 
of the Brit Milah (Jewish ritual circumcision, performed on 
the eighth day say after birth), “Some see in the act a message 
of sexual restraint.” 

The rabbis said the reason the skin is removed from the male 
appendage (rather than another part of the anatomy, where 
the sign would be visible to others) is because it is with this 
organ that the male is most likely to sin. When a Jewish man 
sees the mark, he should remember the covenant and keep the 
law, including the mandate to “be holy.” 

In his monograph “Judaism’s Sexual Revolution: Why 
Judaism Rejected Homosexuality,” author and Jewish lay 
scholar Dennis Prager explains: “Judaism placed controls 
on sexual activity. It could no longer dominate religion and 
social life. It was to be sanctified – which in Hebrew means 
‘separated’  – from the world and placed in the home, in the 
bed of husband and wife. Judaism’s restricting of sexual be-
havior was one of the essential elements that enabled society 
to progress (by allowing the family to flourish). Along with 
ethical monotheism, the revolution begun by the Torah when 
it declared war on the sexual practices of the world, wrought 
the most far-reaching change in history.” 

In “Kosher Sex,” . . . author Tracey R. Rich observes: “Sex is 
permissible only within the context of a marriage. In Judaism, 
sex is not merely a way of experiencing physical pleasure. It is 

an act of immense significance, which requires commitment 
and responsibility. The requirement of marriage before sex 
ensures that sense of commitment and responsibility.” 

Leviticus sets forth a series of prohibited sex acts, includ-
ing incestuous liaisons, rape, bestiality and homosexual-
ity. Again, Prager says, “The one continuous exception [to 
the acceptance of same-sex relations in the ancient world] 
was Jewish civilization—and a thousand years later, Chris-
tian civilization. Other than the Jews, ‘none of the archaic 
civilizations prohibited homosexuality per se,’ Dr. David E. 
Greenberg notes. It was Judaism alone that about 3,000 years 
ago declared homosexuality wrong.” 

Not just wrong, but an “abomination” (or “detestable,” de-
pending on the translation)—a term of censure the Torah re-
serves for the most severe transgressions, including the ritual 
prostitution practiced in pagan temples and child sacrifice. 
Moreover, the Jewish Bible identifies homosexuality as a 
Canaanite practice and one reason the land was taken from 
them. Unlike many of the Torah’s laws, the prohibition on 
sexual immorality, including homosexuality, applies to all of 
humanity, through the Noahide Code. 

Prager goes on to say, “Judaism cannot make peace with 
homosexuality because homosexuality denies many of Juda-
ism’s most fundamental principles. It denies life (not life but 
death comes from sodomy), it denies God’s expressed desire 
that men and women cohabit, and it denies the root structure 
that Judaism wishes for all mankind, the family.” 

Some fail to appreciate how profoundly Christianity was 
influenced by Jewish morality. Judeo-Christian ethics is 
more than a catch phrase. It denotes the Jewish roots of 
Christian morality, which became the foundation of Western 
civilization. 

In her Newsweek story (“He Made Us All Jews,” December 
18, 2006), Lisa Miller wrote: “The Jewish family values that 
were prevalent in first-century Judea, the values of Mary and 
Joseph and the young Jesus, became the values of Christi-
anity, and of the regions of the world in which Christianity 
has long been a critical force…. . And so the growing Jesus 
would have come of age in a world that cherished procre-
ation, family ties and the history and theology of Israel, in-
cluding immersion in the Scriptures (with their emphasis on 
sexual morality and holiness) and the ancient stories of God’s 
deliverance of his people.” 

Thus did the Jewish worldview come to dominate the West. 
I suppose one could say that the traditional (or natural) fam-

ily is a Jewish invention. Except, it was the God of Israel, not 
Israel itself, who ordained the family. Here, Jews, and later 
the Christians, served as the Divine transmission belt. 

This is one of the ways in which all of the families of the 
earth have been blessed through the Jews. 
iv All biblical citations are to “The Holy Scriptures According to the Masoretic Text,” The 

Jewish Publication Society of America, 1958.
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Baruch haShem! Blessed be God! We can say that “all 
the nations of the world have been blessed” by the Jews, 
through Abraham’s Seed, Who is the Christ, right?!

Indeed, indeed, although there are millions who still have 
not heard, or who think that Christianity is a Gentile religion 
when it is truly a Jewish religion, spread to the four corners of 
the world in the Jewish Messiah. Oh that the eyes and hearts 
of all would be opened to see, to hear, to believe, to love, to be 
free – free to be all that God has created us to be in His Son.

Mother, can you tell us how things are going with your 
community and if you are planning to take in new 
women soon? I just saw an interview with you by Catho-

lic World Report which answered a few questions! That 
was great – but we’d love for you to fill us in a bit more 
on things that have transpired since your return from 
overseas, if you can do that.

Absolutely. I’ll include the article from CWR below and 
then show you some more of what we’ve been up to!

I am grateful for Catholic World Report and for Ignatius 
Press, its parent organization. They are true to the Church’s 
teachings and on top of all that is happening in the Church. 
The article is available as well on their site at: http://www.
catholicworldreport.com/Item/4009/mother_miriams_heart_
for_the_family_and_church.aspx. 

The following interview by Catholic World Report is included here in its entirety:

“Mother Miriam’s Heart for the Family and Church”
July 06, 2015—by Jim Graves

Mother Miriam of the Lamb of God, O.S.B. is founder of 
Daughters of Mary, Mother of Israel’s Hope (www.moth-
erofisraelshope.org), a new religious congregation currently 
headquartered in the Diocese of Tulsa, Oklahoma, under the 
leadership of Bishop Edward Slattery. The former Rosalind 
Moss was born into a Jewish home in Brooklyn, New York, 
but converted to evangelical Christianity and then to Catholi-
cism. She worked on the staff of Catholic Answers in San 
Diego for nine years, before leaving to found her religious 
congregation. 

Mother Miriam spent a year in Europe living with women’s 
religious communities to learn the basics of religious life, and 
is now interviewing candidates for her new community. She 
has had more than a thousand queries from interested wom-
en; she plans to select six by the end of the year who will join 
with her in establishing the community.

In conjunction with Catholic Answers, for 12 years she was 
a guest of the Catholic radio program From the Heart, and in 
April 2015 began a new radio program through Immaculate 
Heart Radio, Heart to Heart with Mother Miriam.

CWR: What is the mission or charism of the Daughters of 
Mary, Mother of Israel’s Hope?
Mother Miriam: Our purpose is to help restore God’s de-
sign for the family. We want to help Catholic families know 
who they are, their identity and vocation, and that they are 
called by God, by Love and for love. We work with non-
Catholic families as well.

Our apostolate is to be handmaids of the family. If a family 
has an elderly member that is dying, we’ll be there to help 
them. If a mother comes home with a sixth child and is over-
whelmed, we’ll be there to help. We would love to help fami-
lies pray together, to set up a prayer table and begin by pray-
ing even one Hail Mary a day. It can be utterly life-changing.

One evening, a woman knocked at the door of our priory to 
ask for help for an elderly man whose house had been badly 
damaged in a tornado. We’re helping him find people to re-
build his house. Another time I met someone in a coffee shop 
in great need, so we’re doing what we can to help.
CWR: You also strongly identify with the traditional reli-
gious habit.
Mother Miriam: Yes. We walk the streets in full habit. 
When I was 20, I was a single Jewish woman who didn’t 
know Christ. The shortening of nuns’ habits had an enormous 
impact on me, however. I felt a deep and immediate loss. 
Twenty-six years later, the same “holy shock” went through 
me when I was challenged to look into the claim of the Catho-
lic Church that it was the one true Church founded by Christ.

My dream has long been to return the hemline of the reli-
gious habit to the floor and to the world, as the glorious sign 
to God that it is.

I recently spent time studying religious life in Ireland, where 
I was greeted by sisters in pantsuits and running suits. You 
would have no clue if you saw them in the street that they 
were sisters. It is deeply grievous to me.

I think many sisters abandoned the habit because they had 
the mistaken notion that religious had to be like the people to 
whom they ministered. But the people do not need religious 
to be one of them, just as children don’t need their parents to 
be peers or friends, but to lead them to heaven. 

Other sisters got tired of the habit, because they thought it 
was hot, uncomfortable and too difficult to maintain.

I feel like a hanger for the habit. I walk the streets and shop-
ping malls wearing it. People come up to me all the time ask-
ing, “Are you a nun? I thought they were extinct!” People ask 
me for prayer. It brings hope to the world.

I love the habit. I’d sleep in it if I could. I suspect some of 
those sisters who abandoned it regret it. They’d go back to it, 
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but fear their community would ostracize them if they did.
CWR: What concerns do you have about family life?
Mother Miriam: It is God’s number one design to build His 
kingdom, and the Enemy’s number one target to destroy. This 
destruction seems to be happening at breakneck speed. When 
the Enemy destroys the family, he destroys society. This attack 
has primarily happened within the Church; as Pope Paul VI 
famously said, the “smoke of Satan” has entered the Church.

A Catholic who is not a priest or nun has the very first and 
most vital calling we have as human beings: to marry and 
multiply the kingdom of God on Earth. I accept that a reli-
gious calling is higher than marriage, but I cannot see any-
thing more glorious than a man and woman joined as one in 
marriage. If they are truly open to life-giving love and living 
according to God’s design amidst many trials, it is in a great 
measure to live heaven on Earth.
CWR: What was your reaction to the recent U.S. Supreme 
Court decision redefining marriage, mandating that all 50 
states accept “same-sex marriage”?
Mother Miriam: Utter, utter grief. I was not surprised, but 
nonetheless I was deeply grieved. 

People have asked me what I think of “same-sex marriage.” 
I tell them that I have no opinion on it, because it does not and 
cannot exist. There is no such thing. Human beings cannot 
define marriage; they can decide to live immoral lifestyles, 
but what they do is not marriage.

God has left Christians to be lights in the world. This “same-
sex marriage” ruling gives us a great opportunity to be lights 
in the darkness.
CWR: Not long ago, “same-sex marriage” was unthinkable. 
Do you marvel at the speed in which it has been widely ac-
cepted in society?
Mother Miriam: Yes. It has happened very quickly. I used 
to use the example of putting the frog in the boiling water: if 
you drop him in boiling water he’ll jump out, if you put him 
in cool water and slowly turn up the temperature you can 
boil him to death. But now I use a new illustration. There 
is a lily you can put into a pond that doubles in size every 
day. The question I ask is that if it takes 29 days for the lily 
to cover half the pond, how many more days for the lily to 
cover all of it? Not another 29 days, but one.

Pope Benedict XVI himself, in his private writings, spoke 
about the Church having to go underground in our day, due 
to the evil that pervades civil governments. But, for me, the 
greatest tragedy is priests and bishops who have defected 
from the faith and have not taught the sheep or who, by their 
silence or poor example, have led them astray. This is far 
more grievous than what is happening in the world today. In 
fact, if bishops were not afraid, if they truly believed the Faith 
and taught the truth and Catholics knew their faith, we would 
not be as threatened as we are.

CWR: What are your thoughts on last year’s Synod on the 
Family in Rome?
Mother Miriam: It was tragic. There was a confusion that 
came out of it that the bishops should not have allowed.

And, with the continuation of the Synod this October, there’s 
going to be a discussion about the possibility of giving Com-
munion to the divorced and remarried. That is something that 
should not even be a topic. It should be off the plate. It simply 
is not a Catholic question. Should we reconsider whether or not 
murder is legitimate? It would be no less absurd than discussing 
whether or not Catholics should receive the Body and Blood of 
Our Lord in an unworthy and gravely immoral manner.

Families need direction and solid help that coincides with 
our faith so that we know how to live.
CWR: There is also a need to address the contraceptive 
mentality, which is depopulating much of the developed 
world.
Mother Miriam: Oh, yes. The people of Israel, for exam-
ple, are putting themselves out of existence. The death rate is 
higher than the birth rate, and young couples are not getting 
married. This is true in many parts of the world.

The contraceptive mentality has had a tragic effect on so-
ciety. But, many young people don’t have good examples to 
follow. The father is not living in the home because parents 
are divorced or never married; sometimes the mother is not 
involved. Young people don’t have examples of good mar-
riages. We need the example of holy families, so we can build 
the domestic church.
CWR: What are you hoping this second phase of the Synod 
will produce?
Mother Miriam: I’d love to simply see the faith taught, 
with the truth restored in clarity and not a single compromise 
made. I’d like to see the truth of marriage and the family pro-
claimed: that marriage is for life, that it is a sacrament, that no 
one should be having extramarital intimacy and that no one 
should be using contraceptives.

I’d like to hear that the wife’s number one vocation is to 
make her husband a saint, and that the husband’s number 
one vocation is to make his wife a saint. Archbishop Charles 
Chaput of Philadelphia has said that the greatest gift a father 
can give his children is to love their mother, and the greatest 
gift a mother can give her children is to love their father. The 
children will learn what they see. If they see love, they will 
learn love.
CWR: How did the Daughters of Mary, Mother of Israel’s 
Hope get its start?
Mother Miriam: Cardinal Raymond Burke, when he was 
Archbishop of St. Louis, knew of my dream for this new 
congregation and invited me to found the community in his 
archdiocese. A month after I arrived, he was called to Rome 



Summer 2015 Page 10

by Pope Benedict, and the new archbishop did not want the 
community to continue in the archdiocese. I contacted five 
bishops, and Bishop Slattery invited me to Tulsa. I’m now 
under Bishop Slattery, who is a holy bishop and a true father 
to his flock.

Two years ago I went to Angers, France with a foundational 
group of six women. We stayed with a community of Bene-
dictine sisters to experience the beauties of religious life. I 
wanted my community to experience, from its inception, the 
beauty of reverence and the freedom of obedience. However, 
we faced difficulties we didn’t anticipate, and in four months 
all six were gone.

I’m back in Tulsa in a three-bedroom house, which has been 
divided into seven cells, so there is room for me and another 
six women. We have no age limit—we take women from 18 
to 118—most of the more than 1,000 who have inquired are 
in their 50s and 60s. We’re not an order for older women, 
however; we very much want to invite all age groups, espe-
cially younger women.

From the women who are inquiring I can select only six to 
enter next January. I’m praying that God will one day give us 
a huge, beautiful convent, wherever it is, that has room for 
many more women. The needs are huge, and the women who 
are applying have a heart for the family and want to spend the 
rest of their lives serving our Lord.
CWR: Who would be a good fit for your community?
Mother Miriam: Women who love God and who love the 
Church and every single doctrine She teaches. We cannot im-
part what we do not love.

We need women healthy enough to participate in a contem-
plative-active apostolate. We’re under the Rule of St. Bene-
dict. We begin with Lauds at 5:30 a.m. We also pray Vespers 
and Compline, have a daily Holy Hour and the Rosary. We 
have a common schedule and share common meals. 

I desire women who have a pioneering spirit, and are ame-
nable to change, women who are flexible, mature and coura-
geous, women who are ready to suffer and to give their all.

Obedience is also important, although it can be extremely 
difficult for a woman who has been making her own deci-
sions throughout her adult life. Every woman knows this in 
advance. It is vital. 

If God allows us to receive 500 women, I’d love to have 
communities in the ghetto as well as wealthy neighborhoods. 
But all who participate must understand we are not a social 
service organization. We’re a religious community not trying 
to fix the world, but to bring the love, the presence and the 
truths of God to help restore what the Enemy has distorted 
and destroyed.
CWR: What challenges have you faced?
Mother Miriam: It is often the women who enter or who 
desire to enter who bring with them the greatest difficul-

ties. They come from a world that is “me-centered,” and 
lack a great deal of formation, even in Christianity. I’ve 
been told not to take anyone from a dysfunctional home, 
but it’s difficult today to find anyone who is not from one! 
The family has been so destroyed, and many in society 
have been poorly formed.

Also, although we’re a happy and joyful community, we 
keep a great deal of silence in the priory. This can be difficult 
for women who are used to much speaking!

The one thing that cannot be tolerated is gossip. Gossip is 
poison. It kills. It is the one thing above all others for which a 
woman would be dismissed.
CWR: What is the focus of your new radio program?
Mother Miriam: I am free to speak about any subject at all, 
so we speak a lot about the family. It’s been going wonder-
fully well. As I once said to Cardinal Burke, what I live for, 
24-7, is to put my arms around the whole world and to tell 
them about Christ and His Church. Immaculate Heart Radio 
is helping me to do that!
CWR: Was it difficult for your Jewish family to accept your 
conversion to Christianity?
Mother Miriam: Both my brother, David Moss, and I con-
verted to Christianity, and for two years, we couldn’t go into 
our parents’ home, and they wouldn’t go into ours. In their 
mindset, there are two kinds of people, Jews and non-Jews. 
To leave the Jewish faith was considered not only to betray 
but to diminish the people of Israel.

But, before they died, they both gave their lives to Christ 
in the Baptist church. (I converted to Catholicism after their 
death.) My younger sister, Susan, also gave her life to Christ.

When others in the family found out about my parents’ con-
version, they took away their burial plots. To this day, my 
siblings and I are not allowed into the homes of some of our 
relatives. The name of Christ is not allowed to be spoken in 
such homes.

It’s been 38 years since I became an evangelical Christian, 
and 20 years since I became Catholic. I cannot get over the 
fact that I believe, that I see, when so many others do not. 
Faith is a gift.
CWR: What brought you into the Catholic Church?
Mother Miriam: Primarily it was due to the influence of 
my brother David and Scott Hahn. My brother became a 
Catholic 16 years before me, and today heads up the Associa-
tion of Hebrew Catholics. He was once an atheist, but never 
stopped searching for truth.

I listened to four hours of audiotapes of Scott Hahn debating 
a Presbyterian minister. At the end of the debate, Scott de-
clared that the one who looks into the claims of the Catholic 
Church will discover a holy shock and glorious amazement 
to find out what he had been fighting against is, in fact, the 
Church Christ founded 2,000 years ago.
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I stood paralyzed on the spot. “Oh, no,” I thought. “Don’t 
tell me there is any truth to this!” But, I knew that if I did not 
look into the claims of the Catholic Church, I would be turn-

ing away from God. My journey into the Catholic Church 
had begun.

About the Author Jim Graves is a Catholic writer living in Newport Beach, California.
Blessed be God that He led you into the Catholic 
Church, Mother Miriam. I too am grateful that He led 
me into the Church. And what a time to be Catholic – 
I’m reminded of your oft-repeated reference to Queen 
Esther of old, who, when faced with the possibility of 
serious persecution and death proclaimed, “If I perish, I 
perish” – We are here “for such a time as this.”

Yes, dear Zelda. I do not want to perish (nor did Esther!), 
but I am so very grateful to be here “for such a time as this”, 
to bring hope and truth to the world.

Dear Mother, we know that it is your deep desire to help 
restore God’s design for the family. In the CWR article, 
you mention being “handmaids of the family” – and I 
noticed your new logo on the front page of this newslet-
ter! How wonderful. How is that going?

It is better than I could have imagined. It seems that our 
Lord, through a most dear and zealous couple here in Tulsa, 
has dropped a vision for this work straight through the ceiling 
of our Priory, just as the paralytic was lowered through the 
roof to be healed by the Lord of the Sabbath. It is, in fact, the 
very opposite of what I had envisioned!

Wow. How so?
My desire has been to teach the whole Catechism to the 

whole family – and then, to help them, especially parents, 
to live the faith they are learning so as to impart it to their 
children. However, circumstances common to a majority of 
families who are trying to juggle between work, home, and 
the many activities and needs of their children and even ex-
tended families, make such a commitment to enter into the 
study of the Catechism very difficult on an on-going basis. 

Through this beloved couple, I became convinced that 
“doing is a function of learning” rather than the other way 
around. That is to say, we learn by doing. It is the way Jesus 
taught His disciples. He sent them out two by two to bring the 
Gospel first to the lost sheep of the house of Israel, and they 
came back on fire, asking all sorts of questions and raring to 
go again. It is the natural way we teach our own children. 
They learn, even as toddlers, by doing. And as they progress, 
their hands-on experience, multitude of questions and natural 
curiosity begin to instruct and expand their knowledge.

So did you change the name of your community to 
“Handmaids of the Family”?

Our name remains Daughters of Mary, Mother of Israel’s 
Hope. “Handmaids of the Family” is what we are; it is our 
primary apostolate, to be signs of hope in the world, reaching 

out to all in an effort to help restore God’s design for the fam-
ily. It is one thing to teach the vital and irreplaceable role of 
the family; it is another to truly assist families in their many 
challenges to live our Lord’s design in the midst of a world 
that has lost its way.

In what ways will you assist families?
Actually, dear Zelda, we are in our fourth month of 

visiting the families who have desired to assist us as well 

in the development of this new apostolate. Last year, 
while in Ireland, I came across a small, portable “shrine” 
of Our Lady of Guadalupe under the title, “Pilgrim 
Queen of the Family.” Our Lady of Guadalupe, as you 
may recall, is the Lady of our community. The shrine 
comes with two books: one containing meditations on the  
Rosary, the other a 12-month program of teaching on the 
Faith.

Four families here in Tulsa 
have committed to receiving 
Our Lady’s Shrine in their 
homes, three days each month 
for one year. We begin by 
helping each family to set up 
a prayer table in their home on 
which the Shrine of Our Lady 
will be placed, along with 
candles, flowers, etc. Then we 
gather together around Our 
Lady with the entire family to 
pray the Rosary and explore a 
different area of our faith each 
month. After three days, we 
return to pray with the family  Abby and Mother

The Berbees: Leonard, Abby, Susan and their dog, Trixie
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and sing to Our Lady as she departs for the next home. But 
the prayer table remains, and the Shrine is replaced by a holy 
picture or statue perhaps of Mary or the Holy Family until the 
next month’s visit. 

The family, especially the children receive a special bowl 
with beads to offer to Our Lady each time they perform an act 
of kindness (known to God alone) which, Our Lady in turn, 
brings to her Son. 

That sounds wonderful – and the fact that the prayer 
table remains is great too. I’ve always wanted a prayer 
table in my home, but wasn’t sure how to go about it. 
You mentioned in the article other things you would do 
as well in helping families?

Yes, if, for example, the husband of a family of five whose 
wife has just returned from the hospital with their new-born 
son or daughter wishes some help with diner, perhaps in 
putting the little ones to bed, helping them with nighttime 
prayers, etc., we would be  happy to assist. If there is a death 
in the family, or a need for shelter such as the man we were 
told about whose home was destroyed by a tornado, we 
would assist in any way we can. We wish to be the loving 
presence of God in any situation that may present itself, gen-
tly pointing all to the God of Hope who loves them and gave 
His life for them. What joy and wonderful times of prayer, 
teaching and song we have shared with these dear families 
and individuals.

Below is the Putnam family: Timothy and Kristin and their children: Israel, Naomi Grace, Jeremiah, Catherine, Peter and 
another on the way! Timothy, a former Minister of Worship and Arts at various Protestant churches, together with his wife, 
Kristin, are converts to the Church. Timothy is now the Director of the Marriage, Family Life and Respect Life offices for 
the Diocese of Tulsa and produces a wonderful radio program titled, “Outside the Walls.” You can get station times and call 
letters, listen live on line, and/or request the program to be aired at your own local radio station at: http://timothyputnam.com/
outsidethewalls. 

Six retreatants and I spent a most lovely evening with this dear family at dinner, setting up a prayer table, praying together 
and sharing in the joy of our Blessed Lord who makes all things new! Here are some captured moments:

Left: Hannah and Constance, two of six delight-
ful candidates helping with the dishes following a 
wonderful dinner with the Putnams

At the top of the next page is Aaron and his house that was destroyed by the tornado. Aaron was raised in this house 
by his grandmother. Jim Roberts and Danny Morgan immediately left their work at our guest house and went to assess the 
situation. “There is nothing to repair,” concluded the men. “The house needs to come down – and probably would have even 
without the tornado.”
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How truly wonderful. This is such an encouragement. 
Okay, what else?!

First, as you probably gathered from the CWR article 
and the photos at the Putnam’s above, we are preparing 
to receive new aspirants in January:

We know that many of you who are reading this newsletter 
are hoping to be part of our discernment retreats. However, 

because we have space for only six, 
we have have needed to screen all ap-
plications and inquiries in order to be able to invite those who 
appear most suited to our foundational work. Our dear Lord 
willing, we will have a larger facility one day and be able to 
take in many more women. It is my dream and my hope.

Just prior to the first two-week 
retreat, we had a sizable flood in 
the lower cloister of our Priory 
which destroyed the carpet and 
damaged some of the furniture. 
Oklahoma Disaster Relief came 
daily for a week, drilling holes and 
getting our facility aired out and 
dry. Megan (a very dear friend of 
the community) and I went ahead 
of them pulling up soaked carpet. 

We’ve scheduled engineers, French drain and tile masons 
to repair the outside landscape so that the situation will not 
be repeated. But before the repairs could be made, another 
tremendous downpour caused another mini-flood to soak the 
downstairs for the third time! Megan, I, and the retreatants 
had a wonderful, joyful time as we sang “songs to mop up 
water by” well into the night! How glorious is the triumph of 
a pioneering spirit!

I can hardly thank all the volunteers who came to ready 
the Priory. Below are Marion Williams (and her 6-week old 
puppy, Bella), Susan Morgan, Kristine Guzman, and Heyka! 

And then . . . the sweet fruits of all their labors, knowing 
that the Priory was clean and ready to receive six women 

who would spend a wonderful two weeks exploring the 
beauty of religious life with the Daughters of Mary, Mother 
of Israel’s Hope, experiencing our daily prayer life which  
begins at 5:30 a.m. with Lauds, followed by Chapter on the 
Rule of St. Benedict, Holy Mass, the Rosary at noon, daily 
Holy Hour at 4:00 p.m. Vespers at 5:00 p.m. and Compline 
at 8:00 p.m. – except for those nights when we might return 
a bit later having spent time with a family!

During those two wonderful weeks, we tasted the sweet 
fresh bread which Hannah baked each morning, prayed the 
Rosary, talked together and sang as we walked the streets and 
strolled the park, taking in the happy response of passersby to 
the religious habit and the sign of hope it brings.

Soaking up the flood

Aaron’s bath-
room, after the 
tornado

Becky, who works for Catholic Charities, and who is a true 
angel in Aaron’s life, is working non-stop to get Aaron anoth-
er home, which we are ready to assist with in any way we can. 
Aaron is a dear brother, a Baptist, who in the midst of losing all 
he owns, began to recite the truths of God’s love. We stood in 
the pouring rain, holding hands, thanking God and singing Bap-
tist hymns (which I’ve never forgotten from my earliest years of 
Christianity!).

Washing front porch 
window with Bella

. . . planting our garden 

 . . . arranging flowers 
for the Sacred Heart
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A new Guest House has been donated to us — one block from the Priory!
A most dear neighbor, whose name is Jack, and who identifies himself as an atheist (the sweetest atheist we’ve ever met), has 

donated his parents’ home to us. It is the 3-bedroom, one bath house in which he was raised. We are so very thrilled to have 
a guest house now, and so close to the Priory! We already have many uses for it: visiting candidates, families of the sisters 
who will be visiting (and can save on a hotel bill), visiting priests, couples or families 
who need temporary living quarters or shelter, and whatever other uses our Lord brings.

The structure of the house is good, but it is in need of just about everything else: 
new electricity, plumbing, windows, insulation, heating, paint, repairs, appliances, etc! 
We’ve estimated a total renovation cost of about $25,000, not including furnishings. 
Nor does that figure include the unbelievable gifts of labor and expertise of two amazing 
men who have headed up the project from the beginning. 

Here is a poor and distant photo of Jim Roberts (with Marion and Bella) in the process of 
building a laundry room in the garage – Jim’s idea. Without the large hearts and over-the-op 
skills of Jim Roberts and Danny Morgan and his wife, Susan (washing windows above!), I 

don’t know how we could have ac-
cepted the gift of the house. They 
are three angels who, together with 
another Susan and other volunteers, 
have knitted themselves into the 
heart of this apostolate – Danny 
and Jim heading up the renovation of the guest 
house, and Susan helping me with the organi-

zation and administration of the Priory. Who 
could have anticipated such blessing?  

Here are a marvelous group of youth, so 
very alive in their faith, from St. Bernard’s 
parish in Tulsa.They worked for an entire 
week scraping the outside of the house,cleaning , chipping, digging, 
and tree trimming. Even the neighbors were thrilled! The entire 
“gang” is pictured here – with Bella front and center!

How terrific, Mother Miriam! I had no idea you had been so 
affected by the tornadoes and floods – nor that you have a new 
guest house! That’s thrilling.

This is Marion, displaying the baptismal 
gown she made at the request of our first 
Oblates, James and Dianita Lackey, who 
gave birth to their first child, Thomas, 
on June 14th. The gown was made from 
Dianita’s Wedding dress, not only for her 
own firstborn, but (from the additional fabric 
of that same wedding dress) for pregnant 
mothers housed by Catholic Charities, who 
would otherwise not be able to afford a 
baptismal gown for their newborns.

A quiet moment of free time shared by the retreatants on our 
front porch, taking in the Oklahoma summer air.

. . . taking a short break with Kristine
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Is there more??
Actually, Zelda, there is quite a bit more – our God has 

showered upon this venture blessings without end. But for 
now, I’ll tell you just one more of those blessings – otherwise, 
we’ll never get this newsletter in the mail to you! 

Okay, I’m ready! 
At the end of April, I was invited by Immaculate Heart Ra-

dio to do a one-hour, live program, Monday through Friday 
of each week. Although I’ve been a guest on Catholic An-
swers Live for many years, I’ve not hosted my own show, at 
least via radio, and so was a bit nervous. But the ways of God 

are so very wonderful and 
past finding out. 

The program has aired 
for close to three months 
now, and is going very 
well. We’ve named it 
“Heart to Heart with 
Mother Miriam” – which 
enables folks to call in 
from anywhere and on 
any topic at all – whether 
doctrinal or personal.

Show times are: Monday-Friday, noon-1:00 p.m. Pacific 
Time. Podcasts of current programs and archives of previous 
shows are on their website at: http://ihradio.com/, together 
with other great programs by some very wonderful hosts. 
Feel free to call in during showtimes or email Immaculate 
Heart Radio with your questions. 

How great, Mother. Do you have a studio nearby from 
which to air the programs?

Actually, Zelda, IHR mailed a studio to me! They shipped 
the equipment to us in Tulsa, and Tim-
othy Putnam (pictured above with his 
family) installed everything. Here’s a 
photo of Timothy under the table in 
my office, connecting a few wires! 
(He did not know I took the photo J) 
It works perfectly and saves me time 
I would not otherwise have to travel 
to a studio. Are God’s ways not won-
derful? Does He not provide for our 
every need? Can His love ever fail us?

No, Mother Miriam, God’s love can never fail – even in 
our less “lovable” moments. 

Right you are, dear sister. What a glorious confidence is 
ours in such Love.

Okay – one last question: What can we be praying about 
at this stage for you? And do you have any needs, finan-
cial or otherwise? 

Yes, and thank you so much for asking. Here are a few 
items:

• The immediate prayer request is for discernment in 
choosing the women who will enter in January;

• Secondly, once they enter, we will have no space to 
take in additional women, some of whom have been 
waiting for a few years. With several hundred applica-
tions in our files from many dear, patient, zealous and 
trusting souls, we are praying that our Blessed Lord 
has a large and very beautiful priory/convent for us that 
is in move-in condition! Does God not own the cattle 
on a thousand hills? J

• Financially, our present need is for $6,000 to install 
a new sidewalk and French drain system outside the 
back of the Priory so that future flood waters will be 
directed away from the structure. Replacement of the 
inside carpet, tile and furniture will be covered, in large 
measure, by our insurance.

• The guest house reconstruction, repairs, insulation, 
new boiler, yard repair (also for flooding issues, typical 
of Tulsa) etc. is currently estimated at $25,000 (not in-
cluding appliances, furniture and other sundry items). 
We’ve had some wonderful material donations along 
the way (a range, heating/ac unit and some furniture), 
and the majority of the labor is being done wholeheart-
edly on a volunteer basis by Jim, Danny and a small 
magnificent and sacrificial army. 

The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases, 
his mercies never come to an end; 

they are new every morning; 
great is Thy faithfulness.

(Lamentations 3:22-23)

God bless you, beloved family. I am so glad to finally get this 
update to you. I suspect that many of you have moved since 
our Christmas newsletter. We would love for you to keep us 
up to date with any changes to your address, email or phone. 
Perhaps you are not receiving the newsletter by email and 
would like us to add you to the email mailing in addition to 
the regular copy. Just let us know.

And please don’t miss the Scripture from Hebrews, chapter 
10, on the back cover of this newsletter. Though written 2,000 
years ago, how utterly relevant it is to our day and lives.

I am very grateful for your prayers and want very much to 
assure you of ours – daily – for every one of our benefactors, 
for all who have asked our prayers, and for those  who may 
be suffering, especially  who are alone and have no one to 
pray for them.

Our love, prayers, gratitude, and unceasing thanks to God 
for each of you, 

Mother Miriam of the Lamb of God, O.S.B.
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For since the law has but a shadow of the good things to come instead of the true form of these realities, it 
can never, by the same sacrifices which are continually offered year after year, make perfect those who draw 
near. Otherwise, would they not have ceased to be offered? If the worshipers had once been cleansed, they 
would no longer have any consciousness of sin. But in these sacrifices there is a reminder of sin year after 
year. For it is impossible that the blood of bulls and goats should take away sins.
Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said,

“Sacrifices and offerings thou hast not desired, 
but a body hast thou prepared for me; 

in burnt offerings and sin offerings thou hast taken no pleasure. 
Then I said, ‘Lo, I have come to do thy will, O God,’ 

as it is written of me in the roll of the book.”
When he said above, “Thou hast neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt of-
ferings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law), then he added, “Lo, I have come to do thy 
will.” He abolishes the first in order to establish the second. And by that will we have been sanctified through 
the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.
And every priest stands daily at his service, offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can never take 
away sins. But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand 
of God, then to wait until his enemies should be made a stool for his feet. For by a single offering he has 
perfected for all time those who are sanctified. And the Holy Spirit also bears witness to us; for after saying,

“This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, says the Lord: 
I will put my laws on their hearts, and write them on their minds,”

then he adds,
“I will remember their sins and their misdeeds no more.”

Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin.
Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood of Jesus, by the new and 
living way which he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, and since we have a great 
priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts 
sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold fast the confes-
sion of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful; and let us consider how to stir up one 
another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one 
another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.
For if we sin deliberately after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for 
sins, but a fearful prospect of judgment, and a fury of fire which will consume the adversaries. A man who 
has violated the law of Moses dies without mercy at the testimony of two or three witnesses. How much 
worse punishment do you think will be deserved by the man who has spurned the Son of God, and profaned 
the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and outraged the Spirit of grace? For we know him 
who said, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay.” And again, “The Lord will judge his people.” It is a fearful thing 
to fall into the hands of the living God.
But recall the former days when, after you were enlightened, you endured a hard struggle with sufferings, 
sometimes being publicly exposed to abuse and affliction, and sometimes being partners with those so 
treated. For you had compassion on the prisoners, and you joyfully accepted the plundering of your property, 
since you knew that you yourselves had a better possession and an abiding one. Therefore do not throw away 
your confidence, which has a great reward. For you have need of endurance, so that you may do the will of 
God and receive what is promised.

“For yet a little while, and the coming one shall come and shall not tarry; 
but my righteous one shall live by faith, 

and if he shrinks back, my soul has no pleasure in him.”
But we are not of those who shrink back and are destroyed, but of those who have faith and keep their souls.

 (Hebrews, chapter 10)



Dear Mother Miriam, 

     We believe that the family is indeed God’s creation, the very core of civilization, and that marriage 
cannot be redefined at the will of any government. We will be faithful to the truths of our Blessed Lord, 
passed down to us through the Church He established, against which the gates of Hell will not prevail.

q We would like to begin to support you with a regular donation of $______monthly  $______quarterly
   q Please charge our credit card below,   or   q send us monthly/quarterly reminders
q Please accept enclosed,   or   q charge to our credit card below – our present gift of:

___$10.00     ___$25.00     ___$50.00      ___$100.00      ___$1,000.00    ___ $5,000.00    
___ $10,000.00    ___$15,000.00      ___$25,000.00     ___Other __________

Please use our gift for:   
q  the repair of flood damage to your yard and cloister (estimated at $6,000.00)
q  reconstruction and repair of the family/retreat guest house (estimated at $25,000)
q  whereever most needed

►Checks may be made payable to: Daughters of Mary, MIH. 

► Please charge my/our donation of $_________________ to my/our credit card:                

Card #: _____-_____-_____-_____  Expiration Date ____/____   CID (3-digit code) ____  

Phone (____)___________  Signature _________________________________________

®We are updating our mailing list and would very much appreciate your printing your full address below.

Please note here ___ if what you print below represents an address change. Many thanks. 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________     

Address: _______________________________________________________________________

 City _________________________________  State__________  Zip_______________

E-mail: _______________________________________________________________________

We are happy and grateful to be able to pray daily for all our benefactors and for all who ask our prayers. Please feel free to 
include your prayer requests below and to let us know if we may assist you in any way.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Click here 
TO 

DONATE 
online

OR
Mail in this form.

“I come to do Thy will” 

Daughters of Mary, 
Mother of Israel’s Hope is 

a charitable non-profit 
corporation under 

501(c)(3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code. 

All donations are tax 
deductible. God love you!

We are most grateful for your share in our work by any means whatsoever. If you wish to 
make a donation on-line through our secure server, please click on the DONATE button below. 
To donate via credit card or check, please complete this form (electronically or by hand), and 

print and mail it to our address below. Our love and gratitude to each of you.

Thank for helping us to fight for the restoration and salvation of the Family!

Mail to: Daughters of Mary, Mother of Israel’s Hope, 466 S. 79th East Avenue, Tulsa, OK 74112

https://donations.motherofisraelshope.org/
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