Daughters of Mary,
Mother of Israel’s Hope
Christmas 2014

The Canticle of Simeon
Now dismiss Thy servant, O Lord, in
peace, according to Thy word: For mine
own eyes hath seen Thy salvation, which
Thou hast prepared in the sight of all
the peoples, a light to reveal Thee to the
nations and the glory of Thy people Israel.
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A most blessed Christmas to you all in the One who gave His all for us.
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A letter from Mother Miriam . . .
Dear Beloved Family,
A most blessed and holy Advent and Christmas to you all!
Finally and most happily, I have taken the opportunity of
this Christmas newsletter to display my most beloved image
of the Lamb of God – the two Lambs – on the cover. The
picture took my breath away when it was first given to me
by a dear friend some years ago. I later learned that it is an
inset from a larger painting, Lorenzo Lotto’s ‘Adoration of the
Shepherds’, believed to have been painted around 1530. It is a
portrait of the Son of God who came to take away the sins of
the world – not only by taking upon Himself our nature and
flesh, but by becoming the Lamb – the Lamb of lambs. He,
the very Son of God, who knew no sin, became a sin offering
for us, offering to God what no Old Testament four-legged
creature could - the only acceptable sacrifice for sin, that we
might be reconciled to God.

Adoration of the Shepards
Many of you know that I chose, for my full name in religion,
“Mother Miriam of the Lamb of God.” It was in learning that
the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob (whom I was raised to
believe no man could look on and live [cf. Exodus 33:20])
entered time and space and became Man for us, and gave His
life for us – “the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the
world” – that I first gave my life to that Lamb, the Messiah
of Israel, our Lord Jesus Christ. It would be another eighteen
years (as an Evangelical Protestant) before I would come to
understand and believe that that same God – the only God –
demonstrated His love for us in yet a further and unthinkable
depth of condescension by becoming our Food in the Blessed
Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist.

“O singular and admirable liberality, when the Giver
comes as the gift and is Himself completely given with the
gift!” (a quote from Pope Urban IV’s Transiturus, which, in
the words of Monsignor James T. O’Connor, author of The
Hidden Manna, is “arguably the most beautiful document on
the Eucharist ever composed by a successor of Peter”).
I’ve not gotten over it. Nor do I wish to. I am grateful for
every day that our blessed Lord gives me life, and for every
ceaseless longing to love Him more and to give my life wholly and tirelessly to Him, our most adorable and worthy Lamb.
Thank you for it, Mother Miriam. And how good it is to
have you back home! And not too soon! I don’t know if
you were able to keep up with the Extraordinary Synod
on the Family that concluded mid-October, but it feels
like we’ve been through the wringer! The conclusion of
the Synod and message from the Holy Father was better,
though still, it seems to me, somewhat problematic, but
what went on was very troublesome and even scandalous
to so many of us. Were you able to follow it from overseas?
Yes, dear Zelda, I was. And I must say I was as deeply
grieved throughout its proceedings as were you and many of
the Faithful. I kept in mind what we know for certain: that our
Lord is building His Church, against which the gates of hell
will not prevail. The Church has lived through worse times in
its 2,000-year-old history, and will weather them again. Ours
it is to remain faithful. A verse of Scripture that has strengthened me through the years was spoken by the Apostle Paul to
his son in the faith, Timothy: “I know whom I have believed,
and I am sure that he is able to guard until that Day what has
been entrusted to me” (2 Timothy 1:12).
Yes, but what if the Synod or the Holy Father had come
out with statements contrary to the faith of the Church?
Or, more, what if the Pope ever teaches something contrary to Church doctrine at a future time? What can we
do? Isn’t the Pope infallible when he teaches?
The first thing, dear Zelda, is to know and to trust that the
“deposit of faith” – that faith “once delivered to the saints”
(Jude 3) has been given to the Church and handed down
through an unbroken line of apostolic succession for over
2,000 years. It cannot and will not change.
The Pope, by himself, is not infallible. He, like us, is capable of sin, of misjudgment, even of giving poor example. It
is important not to confuse infallibility (being without error)
with impeccability (being without sin). The gift of infallibility does not free the Pope from error when he is not operating
under that divine gift. Nor does the gift of infallibility apply
to disciplinary decisions, to unofficial comments on faith and
morals, or to private theological opinions. Specifically, the
gift of infallibility is exercised by the Pope when, in his office as supreme pastor and teacher of the Faithful, the Pope
solemnly defines a matter of faith or morals that is binding
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upon the Faithful to believe. In that instance, he is not so
much inspired to teach truth as he is protected from teaching
error. He is said then to speak ex cathedra, "from the chair",
the Chair of Peter, via the authority given to the office of
the Pope by our Lord (cf. Catechism of the Catholic Church,
#888-892).
Infallibility, in this same sense, belongs also to the body of
bishops as a whole, when, in doctrinal unity with the Pope,
they solemnly teach a doctrine as
true, and, therefore, binding on the
Faithful to believe.
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tles—in particular to Saint Peter, the first Pope—and their
successors. The truths of the Church are given her by the
Lord of the Church and remain true therefore for every
age and for every soul. We who are most privileged to have
received the gift of faith are also then the most accountable
for believing and living out those truths without compromise.
Thank you – it truly helps to know these things. But
what can we do to not lose hope or at least not get discouraged in the midst of the increasing attacks on the Church – from
within and without?
Our Lord warned us to expect
Can you give an example of an
such
things, dear Zelda. In fact if
“ex cathedra” teaching?
we do not suffer for our faith, we
The most recent ex cathedra or
may need a reality check to see if
infallible pronouncements occurred
we are truly living our faith, if we
during the canonizations of John
are truly “in the world and not of
XXIII and John Paul II when, in the
it.” So exhorts Saint Paul to his son,
course of performing those canonTimothy (and through Timothy to
izations (as in all canonizations),
us, sons and daughters in the faith):
the Pope stated, “We declare and
Now you have observed my
define that Blessed John XXIII (or
teaching, my conduct, my aim
that John Paul II) is a saint.” The
in life, my faith, my patience,
last two infallibly defined dogmas
my love, my steadfastness, my
(i.e., doctrines solemnly proposed
persecutions, my sufferings,
by the Church as formally revealed
what befell me at Antioch, at
in Scripture or Tradition) were those
Iconium, and at Lystra, what
of the Immaculate Conception by
persecutions I endured; yet
Pope Pius IX in 1854 and the As“I will give you the keys of the kingdom of
sumption of Our Lady by Pope Pius heaven. Whatever you bind on earth shall be from them all the Lord rescued
XII in 1950, both of which were al- bound in heaven; And whatever you loose on me. Indeed all who desire to
live a godly life in Christ Jesus
ready believed by the Faithful.
earth shall be loosed in heaven.” (Mt. 16:19)
will be persecuted, while evil
Stained Glass Window, St. Wendelin Catholic Church
Thank you, Mother, just one
men and impostors will go on
last question: How can we know what doctrines of the
from bad to worse, deceivers and deceived. But as for
Church cannot change or be changed, i.e., what docyou, continue in what you have learned and have firmly
trines are infallibly taught, so that we know for sure
believed, knowing from whom you learned it and how
what to believe, what to always believe, even in the face
from childhood you have been acquainted with the saof those who do not or who no longer believe them?
cred writings which are able to instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. (2 Timothy 3:10-15,
The simplest answer, dear Zelda, is to trust all that is conemphasis mine).
tained within The Catechism of the Catholic Church. The
Catechism is a treasure, a compendium of that deposit of
I hope you don’t mind, but that brings up another
faith—that is, of all doctrine regarding faith and morals—a
problem. Some of my friends, even some who are Cathosummary of all that the Church teaches and all that is binding
lic, claim they do trust the sacred writings, but not the
on the Faithful to believe.
Church, because of many within it, especially some leadIn his Apostolic Constitution, “Fidei Depositum” (the De- ers, even some clergy, who go astray and by whom they
posit of Faith) on the publication of the Catechism of the often feel betrayed.
Catholic Church, our beloved, now Saint, John Paul II wrote:
How well and how sadly I understand. Frank Sheed, an
“Guarding the deposit of Faith is the mission which the Lord
outstanding Catholic apologist of the last century, made the
entrusted to His Church, and which she fulfills in every age.”
blessed observation that, “The Church is the cause of the hoOur Lord promised to lead His Church into all truth until liness of its members, but its holiness is not measured by their
the end of time and entrusted His teaching office to the Apos- response.”
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On the morning of October 15, while in Ireland, I was present at the daily Chapter of the Benedictine Monks of Silverstream Priory in County Meath. At that meeting, Dom Mark
Daniel Kirby, Prior, read to his monks the day’s reading from
the Office of Matins, particularly in light of this subject. It is
an excerpt from a Homily by St. John Chrysostom, Bishop
and Doctor of the Church, written in the 4th Century, which
could well have been written in our own day:
Abide with the Church, and the Church does not hand
you over to the enemy: but if you fly from the Church,
the Church is not the cause of your capture. For if you
are inside the fold the wolf does not enter: but if you
go outside, you are liable to be the wild beast’s prey:
yet this is not the
“The declared enfault of the fold,
emies of God and
but of your own
His Church, herpusillanimity. The
etics and schismatChurch has no
ics, must be critifeet. Talk not to me
cized as much as
of walls and arms:
possible, as long as
for walls wax old
truth is not denied.
with time, but the
It is a work of charity to shout:
Church has no
‘Here is the wolf!’ when it enters
old age. Walls are
the flock or anywhere else”.
shattered by barbarians, but over
St. Francis de Sales, Introduction to the
the Church even
Devout Life, Part III, Chapter 29
demons do not
prevail. And that my words are no mere vaunt there
is the evidence of facts. How many have assailed the
Church, and yet the assailants have perished while the
Church herself has soared beyond the sky? Such might
has the Church: when she is assailed she conquers:
when snares are laid for her she prevails: when she is
insulted her prosperity increases: she is wounded yet
sinks not under her wounds; tossed by waves yet not
submerged; vexed by storms yet suffers no shipwreck;
she wrestles and is not worsted, fights but is not vanquished. Wherefore then did she suffer this war to be?
That she might make more manifest the splendour of
her triumph.
You were present on that day, and you saw what weapons
were set in motion against her, and how the rage of the
soldiers burned more fiercely than fire, and I was hurried away to the imperial palace. But what of that? By
the grace of God none of those things dismayed me. Now
I say these things in order that you too may follow my
example. But wherefore was I not dismayed? Because
I do not fear any present terrors. For what is terrible?
Death? Nay this is not terrible: for we speedily reach the
unruffled haven. Or spoliation of goods? “Naked came
I out of my mother›s womb, and naked shall I depart;”
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or exile? “The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof;” or false accusation? “Rejoice and be exceeding
glad, when men shall say all manner of evil against you
falsely, for great is your reward in Heaven.”
I saw the swords and I meditated on Heaven; I expected
death, and I bethought me of the resurrection; I beheld
the sufferings of this lower world, and I took account
of the heavenly prizes; I observed the devices of the enemy, and I meditated on the heavenly crown: for the occasion of the contest was sufficient for encouragement
and consolation. True! I was being forcibly dragged
away, but I suffered no insult from the act; for there is
only one real insult, namely sin: and should the whole
world insult you, yet if you do not insult yourself you
are not insulted. The only real betrayal is the betrayal
of the conscience: betray not your own conscience, and
no one can betray you. (Homily 2 on Eutropius)
Wow . . . someone who lives that way is already a martyr,
even while he lives! I certainly do not want to experience
such persecution and martyrdom. But how good and
strengthening it is to have the example and words of such
saints even for the little (or much) we do experience.
Okay, then, what can we do? What should we do? It is one
thing to desire to live such a heroic faith; it is yet another
to truly live like that! Can you offer some suggestions?
I can, dear Zelda, at least from my own heart. Let me answer by saying what we ought not to do:
1. We ought not to retreat. The enemy would love nothing more than for us to hide, to live in seclusion, to retreat to underground (or even above-the-ground) good,
faithful, protected Catholic homes and communities. As
understandable and tempting as that may be, we ought
not hide or draw back from the world. Our Lord has commissioned us to be “in the world and not of it,” lights in
the darkness, messengers of hope to a world that has lost
its way. We are here, even as Queen Esther of old, “for
such a time as this.” If we, who, by the grace of God,
have believed the Truth, keep the message of the Gospel
to ourselves, who will tell the lost for whom our Savior
died? I often recall a statement by Father Stan Fortuna of
Father Groeschel’s Friars of the Renewal, who said, “If
we keep the Gospel to ourselves, we are thieves!”
2. We ought not to get discouraged. Discouragement is
never (never) from God. It is the enemy’s tool to weaken
us, to kill our zeal, to make our situation look hopeless if
not impossible, to make us think we cannot make much
of a difference, even a dent, in the lives of our family,
our spouse, our children, our neighbors, and certainly
not in the lives of unbelievers or worse, our enemies.
But nothing will confound the enemy so much as the
one who refuses to lose hope, who believes God, who
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will not compromise the faith, who will not be swayed or
stopped by what others think. It is our unwavering trust,
our perseverance in doing good, our refusal to give up or
to give in to the ways of the world, that baffles unbelievers, and that eventually causes them to want to know the
God we love, the God who loves us, and them.
3. We ought not to lessen our resolve to live, with all
our hearts, minds, souls and strength, the Faith that
has been handed down to us and poured into our
hearts by the Holy Spirit. Cling to that Faith. Cling to
Christ. Cling to the Mother of God. Cling to the Church
and to her Sacraments. Hold on to that Faith which

Titles

Verses

moves mountains, and to that peace which the world
cannot give. Pray together as a family. Pray the Rosary together. Bless your children before you tuck them
into bed at night and before they leave for school in
the morning. Read the Scriptures together. Read good
books together. Let the saints inspire you and your family to live the life to which our Lord has called us – a life
of unselfish, heroic virtue that will lay itself down for
our friends, our families, our neighbors, our enemies.
That’s a tall order, Mother Miriam. Would you give us
something (a bit easier, maybe J) that we can do this
Christmas?
Yes, my dear friend.
It is simply to give our
Blessed Lord the worship and honor He is
due, in every heart. God
wants our love. He waits
O Sapientia: O Wisdom
(Ecclesiastes 24: 5), who
for us. And soon every
camest out of the mouth
manger of this blessed
of the Most High (Sirach
season will be set in
24:30), reaching from end
place to await and to
to end and ordering all
adore the One who was
things mightily and sweetly
born King of the Jews,
(Wisdom 8:1): come and
teach us the way of pruthat One who was Lord
dence (Isaiah 40:14).
at His birth.
We sing during the
Advent season the familiar and much beloved hymn, “O Come,
O Adonai: O Sacred Lord
O Come Emmanuel.”
(Exodus 6:13) and Ruler of
Little did I know that
the house of Israel
that beautiful hymn was
(Matthew 2:6), who didst
the fruit of what are
appear unto Moses in the
flame of the burning bush
known as the “O An(Exodus 3:2), and didst give
tiphons” – from seven
unto him the law on Sinai
titles of our Lord pro(Exodus 20): come and with
claimed by the Old Tesan outstretched arm redeem
tament prophets. What
us (Jeremiah 32:21).
joy it is to keep plumbing the depth of our glorious faith.
Here is a beautiful
O Radix Jesse: O Root of
reflection on those AnJesse, O Flower of Jesse’s
tiphons together with a
stem, Who standest for an
few
Scripture referencensign of the people (Isaiah
es and the stanza from
11:10), before whom kings
shall keep silence, and unto
the hymn written for
whom the Gentiles shall
each title. How wondermake their supplication
ful it would be to return
(Isaiah 52:15): come to
to the tradition of praydeliver us, and tarry not
ing the O Antiphons be(Habakkuk 2:3).
fore the manger in your

O Antiphons
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parish, or before the
manger of your home,
together as a family.
Traditionally, the O
Antiphons are recited or
chanted both before and
after Our Lady’s Magnificat (Mary’s song of
exultation: Luke 1:4655) at Vespers (Evening
Prayer) during the very
special time of Advent
preparation in the Octave before Christmas:
December 17-23, with
December 24 being the
Christmas Vigil. So treasured have those seven
nights been through the
centuries, they became
known as the “Golden
Nights.”
Several commentators
have noted that the antiphons were arranged by
Benedictine monks with
the specific purpose perhaps of chronicling the
order of salvation history
from eternity to the Birth
of our Lord: O Sapientia (Wisdom), O Adonai
(Lord), O Radix Jesse
(Root of Jesse), O Clavis
David (Key of David),
O Oriens (Dayspring),
O Rex Gentium (King of
the Nations), and O Emmanuel (God with us).
Some have pointed out
that if you write the first
letter of the Latin (and,
in two cases, Hebrew)
titles in reverse, it spells
SERO CRAS, which, in
Latin, means, “Tomorrow, I will come.” Wonderful, no?
In the chart are the
seven O Antiphons with
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Titles

Verses

O Antiphons
O Clavis David: O Key of
David, (Revelation 3:7)
and Sceptre of the house of
Israel, two openest and no
man shutteth, who shuttest
and no man openeth (Isaiah
22:22): come and bring
forth from his prison-house,
the captive that sitteth in
darkness and in the shadow
of death (Psalm 107:10).

O Oriens: O Dayspring,
O Radiant Dawn of the East
(Zachariah 6:12), brightness of the light eternal
(Habakkuk 3:4), and Sun
of Justice (Malachi 3:20):
come and enlighten them
that sit in darkness and in
the shadow of death (Psalm
107:10; Luke 1:78).

O Rex Gentium: O King of
the Gentiles (Haggai 2:8)
and the desired of them,
Thou cornerstone that
makest both one (Ephesians 2:20), come and
deliver man, whom Thou
didst form out of the dust
of the earth (Genesis 2:7).

O Emmanuel (Isaiah
7:14; 8:8), our King
and Lawgiver (Genesis
49:10; Ezekiel 21:32), the
expected of the nations
and their Savior (Isaiah
33:22), come to save us,
O Lord our God!
O Antiphons—Golden Ornaments
by Angie O’Connell and Jane Lagerquist
https://www.etsy.com/shop/JesseTreeTreasures
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their Latin or Hebrew and English titles, and the full hymn
taken from them on the back cover. For a beautiful commentary on the Antiphons, I would refer you to that of Dom Mark
Daniel Kirby at his website, Vultus Christi: http://vultus.stblogs.org/index.php/2013/12/page/5/.
How beautiful. Now the hymn, which I too have loved,
will have much more meaning for me.
But . . . did you say you were present at Father Kirby’s
Chapter meeting in Ireland?! What were you doing in
Ireland? Were the postulants with you?
Our plan from the beginning was to visit Father Kirby and
his community at Silverstream Priory in Ireland at the conclusion of our year of formation with Servantes des Pauvres
in France. The time with that very dear and generous community of Benedictine sisters, however, brought with it numerous and unexpected challenges that proved quite difficult
for us all. The postulants were heroic in their efforts to persevere, but in time, all four returned home to their families in
the U.S. Following their departure, I was able to spend some
time with the monks of Silverstream before returning to our
Priory in Tulsa.
Oh, Mother, I am so sorry to learn that! Are you discouraged?
I am saddened, of course, but not discouraged – not only
because I fight ever giving in to discouragement, as we spoke
about earlier, but also because I have learned how many new
foundations began in just the same way with some or all of
the foundational group departing. The superior of one new
order in the Church, one that is now doing quite well, let me
know that she was the only one of six beginning postulants
who remained. The founder of Servantes des Pauvres, the
order we stayed with in France that now has over 120 sisters
in several countries, found himself also without the initial
group. So did John Baptiste de la Salle, founder of the Christian Brothers, and many others. Apparently, it is not untypical for a new foundational work in the Church to experience
several “starts.” So, while I await our Lord’s leading, I am
not discouraged. I have earned one Ph.D. in life – that of not
giving up!
I believe also that this past year’s experience was a formative gift for me. Our Lord always “works all things together
for good to those who love Him and who are called according to His purpose.” That is equally true for the postulants
who returned home and who also are in the process of discerning our Lord’s will for their lives and how they might
best serve Him.
What about all the women who have been waiting for
your return and who want to be a part of your new
community? I believe you once mentioned that over 300
had inquired. Is that right?
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Yes, and more in the year I’ve been away. I will be in touch
by letter with all who have inquired just as soon as I am able
to catch up with a few things!
Do you still intend a contemplative-active community
with an outreach to the family?
More than ever. My heart for the restoration of the family
– for the restoration of God’s design for the family – has
not lessened. If anything, in the urgency of the present day,
it has increased. If I could add another dozen pages to this
newsletter, I would outline our Lord’s clear teaching on
marriage and family, on the dignity of life, on the obedience
and worship due the Creator by His creatures, and the means
He has given us to safeguard those teachings and to lead us
to happiness in this life, and to eternal joy in the next.
The Church is a family – a family of families, as was Israel –
and the primary means our Lord has established to build His
Kingdom. “The family,” wrote Pope Leo XIII, “is the cradle
of civil society, and it is for the most part in the surroundings
of the home that the destiny of states is prepared. Those who
wish to tear society away from Christianity go to the very
roots and endeavor to corrupt the family.”

That is just what is occurring in our day and what is at
the heart of the enclosed DVD, given at the EWTN Family
Celebration in Phoenix. I am happy to be able to send it
to you who have supported us through your own gifts and
prayers this entire year. Feel free to pass it on or to request
additional copies. Through the generosity of EWTN and
Lighthouse Catholic Media, postage is our only expense.
God bless you, my beloved brothers and sisters. You have
my love, my gratitude, my prayers, and my unwavering
hope that, by the example of our fully Catholic lives, we
will encourage one another to live our blessed Faith without
compromise and be loving, holy, steadfast witnesses to a
world in such desperate need of our Savior and of His One,
Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church!
Blessed Christmastide to you all,
Mother Miriam of the Lamb of God, OSB
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Fill out the form below electronically or by hand. Print and mail to the address below. Thank you!
Click here
TO
DONATE
online

Dear Mother Miriam,
We stand with you in the battle for the truths of our glorious Catholic
faith and want to support your undying efforts for the preservation
and restoration of the family. Our prayers are with you and we are
so grateful for yours for us!

A most blessed Advent,
Christmas, and a holy
New Year to you and to
your loved ones,
in Him who came that
we might have Life!

OR mail in this form.

►Those of you who receive our newsletter via email only, please
check here ____ if you would like us to put a copy of the DVD in
the mail to you. Be sure to fill in your street or P.O. Box address
below.
►Whether you receive our newsletter via email or regular postal
mail, feel free to request as many additional copies of the DVD as
you may wish for family and friends, as Christmas gifts or to give
out through the year.
q Thank you, Mother Miriam. Please do send ___ copies of the
DVD to our address below.

Our Christmas gift is enclosed/attached for:
___$10.00 ___$25.00 ___$50.00 ___$100.00 ___$1,000.00 ___ $5,000.00
___$15,000.00
___$25,000.00 ___Other __________

___ $10,000.00

►Checks may be made payable to: Daughters of Mary, MIH.
q Please charge my/our donation $_________________ to my/our credit card:
Card #: _____-_____-_____-_____ Expiration Date ____/____ CID (3-digit code) ____
Phone (____)___________ Signature _________________________________________
q We would like to contribute $______________ to your work q Monthly q Quarterly q Annually
Please charge our credit card (above) and send a tax deductible receipt to us at the following address:
►Please print your name, address & phone below. q Address change/correction included.
Name:

__________________________________________________

Address:

__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

We pray daily for our benefactors, and for all who have need. God bless and keep you steadfast in His love!
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Print and Mail

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(You only need to print page 9)

Daughters of Mary, Mother of Israel’s Hope is a charitable non-profit corporation under 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. All donations are tax deductible. God love you!

Mail to: Daughters of Mary, Mother of Israel's Hope
466 S. 79th East Avenue, Tulsa, OK 74112 ~ www.motherofisraelshope.org

